Judge  strikes 
down  Texas 
sodomy  law 

Gay  and  lesbian  activists  hail  the  decision ,  and 
speculate  that  it  will  be  upheld  by  higher  courts 


By  David  Morris 

AUSTIN,  Texas  —  For  the  second  time  in 
eight  years,  a  court  has  found  this  state’s 
sodomy  law  to  be  unconstitutional. 

District  Judge  Paul  Davis  of  Austin  ruled 
from  the  bench  Dec.  10,  the  opening  day  of 
hearings  in  Morales  v.  the  State  of  Texas,  that 
Section  21.06  of  the  state  penal  code  violates 
the  Texas  Constitution’s  guarantees  of 
privacy,  equal  protection  and  due  process. 
Davis  will  issue  a  written  ruling  in  January. 

Harry  Potter,  the  assistant  attorney  general 
who  defended  the  state,  argued  that  states 
have  a  right  to  legislate  private  morality.  He 
also  contended  that  a  change  in  the  law 
should  be  made  in  the  legislature,  not  in  the 
courts.  (None  of  several  attempts  in  the  last 
few  years  tojegislate  repeal  of  21.06  has 
survived  a  legislative  committee.) 

"I’m  extremely  elated,”  said  Linda 
Morales,  the  plaintiff  named  in  the  suit.  Four 
other  plaintiffs  joined  Morales  in  bringing  the 


case.  “Yesterday  [Dec.  10]  was  Human 
Rights  Day  nationally  and  the  courts  of  Texas 
certainly  affirmed  that,”  said  Morales.  “Here, 
too,  human  rights  are  for  all  and  Texas  is 
going  to  be  a  fair  Texas.” 

The  law  makes  certain  specific  acts  by 
same-sex  couples  a  Class  C  misdemeanor 
punishable  by  a  Fine  of  up  to  $200.  Unlike  the 
previous  felony  sodomy  law,  under  which  a 
number  of  Texans  were  imprisoned,  the 
current  law  has  not  apparently  led  to  any 
convictions  in  the  17  years  it  has  been  on  the 
books. 

However,  the  law  has  broad  symbolic  and 
practical  significance  in  individuals’  lives 
and  in  the  public  arena.  Most  recently, 
criticism  of  the  sodomy  law  by  successful 
gubernatorial  candidate  Ann  Richards  led  to 
gay-baiting  by  her  opponents,  who  claimed 
gay  activists  had  named  her  an  “honorary 
lesbian.”  And,  last  year,  the  state  Department 
of  Health  proposed  a  plan  for  distribution  of 
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Essence’  magazine  agrees 
to  run  gay  advertisement 


Following  pressure  from  a  Black  gay  and  lesbian  group,  the 
publication  reverses  its  decision  to  pull  an  ad  for  a  gay  event 


By  Chris  Nealon 

WASHINGTON — A  Black  lesbian  and 
gay  organization  won  an  unexpected  victory 
here  recently,  obtaining  sudden  concessions 
in  an  advertising  dispute  with  a  major  Black 
publication.  A  mere  three  hours  after  the 
Black  Gay  and  Lesbian  Leadership  Forum 
(BGLLF)  announced  Nov.  27  that  it  was 
filing  a  complaint  against  Essence 
Publications,  Inc.  for  backing  out  of  an 
advertising  agreement.  Essence  spokespeople 
told  the  press — but  not  BGLLF — that  the 
magazine  had  reversed  its  decision.  Essence 
contacted  BGLLF  Dec.  3  to  officially  reverse 
its  decision. 

The  magazine  had  agreed  in  October  to 
run  a  half-page  ad  for  BGLLF’s  fourth 
annual  conference,  scheduled  for  February 
1991.  Essence  officials  cancelled  the  ad  Nov. 
6,  however,  telling  BGLLF  they  were 
concerned  that  conservative  readers  would 
respond  badly  to  a  lesbian  and  gay  ad. 
According  to  BGLLF  officials,  Essence 
offered  no  explanation  for  its  reversal.  The 
publishers  did  tell  BGLLF,  however,  that 
Essence  would  run  the  ad  in  its  February 
issue,  shortly  before  the  conference.  BGLLF 
is  still  in  negotiation  with  the  magazine. 
( Essence  did  not  return  GCN1  s  phone  calls  by 
press  time.) 


“For  us  the  issues  are  pretty  clear,”  said 
BGLLF  co-chair  Phill  Wilson.  “Can  people 
arbitrarily  discriminate  against  gay  and 
lesbian  people?  What  are  the  legal 
protections  —  and,  more  importantly,  what 
are  the  moral  protections  [against  that]?” 
Wilson  told  GCN  he  thought  the  stakes  were 
particularly  high  in  the  dispute  between 
Essence  and  BGLLF,  because  the  argument 
is  between  two  Black  organizations.  Essence 
is  “an  institution  created  in  response  to 
oppression,”  Wilson  remarked,  “and  they 
should  feel  a  responsibility  to  the  whole 
community.” 

Wilson  said  that  BGLLF’s  October 
decision  to  run  the  ad  in  Essence  reflected  an 
attempt  to  “expand  outreach”  to  the  Black 
community.  “One  of  the  challenges  in 
reaching  Black  lesbians  and  gay  men,” 
Wilson  said,  “is  that  the  gay  and  lesbian 
press  is  not  necessarily  the  best  vehicle.” 
Accordingly,  he  said  BGLLF  “escalated 
outreach  to  the  Black  media”  in  preparation 
for  its  conference. 

“It’s  important  for  us  to  be  visible  in  the 
Afro-American  community,  and  in  the  gay 
and  lesbian  community,”  Wilson  said.  He 
added  that  the  theme  of  the  conference, 
“Come  out,  come  home,”  was  meant  to 
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AM  A  body  urges 
increased  HIY  testing 


The  American  Medical  Association's  House  of  Delegates  also 
endorses  mandatory  reporting  of  names  of  people  who  test 
positive  for  HTV 


By  Laura  Briggs 

ORLANDO,  Fla. — The  House  of 
Delegates  of  the  American  Medical 
Association  (AMA)  voted  Dec.  5  to  urge 
contact  tracing  and,  in  some  cases,  mandatory 
reporting  of  names  of  people  who  test 
positive  for  HIV.  The  body  also  considered 
two  resolutions  to  allow  HIV  testing  of 
patients  without  their  consent,  and  referred 
the  resolutions  to  the  Board  of  Trustees  for 
further  study. 

All  three  resolutions  will  be  taken  up  again 
at  the  AMA’s  general  meeting  in  June. 

The  resolutions  represent  a  further  step  in 
the  AMA’s  campaign  to  institute  increased 
control  measures  with  respect  to  AIDS.  In 
June  of  1990,  the  AMA  issued  a  policy 
document  endorsing  contact  tracing.  And  in 
New  York  State,  doctors  are  currently  suing 
David  Axelrod  of  the  state  health  department 
to  force  mandatory  name  reporting  and 
contact  tracing. 

The  proposals  referred  to  the  trustees  for 
study  ask  the  AMA  to  develop  model  federal 
and  state  legislation  to  allow  unrestricted 
HIV  testing.  One  resolution  would  permit 
testing  at  the  discretion  of  the  doctor 
“without  informed  consent”  of  the  patient. 
The  other  would  give  permission  to  health 
care  providers  to  undertake  pre-operative 
testing  in  order  to  inform  themselves  about 
potential  risks. 

The  successful  resolution  reclassifies 
AIDS  as  a  sexually-transmitted  disease 
(STD)  rather  than  a  communicable  disease. 
The  resolution  was  amended  to  have  it 
categorized  as  both  communicable  and 
sexually  transmitted. 

Classification  of  AIDS  as  a  sexually- 
transmitted  disease,  if  adopted  by  state  health 
departments,  would  place  it  in  the  same 
category  as  gonorrhea  and  syphilis. 
Currently,  state  health  departments  are 
supposed  to  routinely  trace  the  sexual 
partners  of  all  people  who  test  positive  for 
any  sexually  transmitted  disease.  In  many 
states,  health  care  providers  are  also 


mandated  to  report  the  names  of  people  with 
STDs  to  the  government. 

While  many  AIDS  activists  believe  that 
state  health  departments  can  play  a  useful 
role  if  contact  tracing  is  voluntary,  they  also 
see  their  actions  as  harmful  when  tracing  is 
mandatory.  “There’s  a  moral  and  ethical 
question  here,”  said  Pierre  Ludington  of  the 
American  Association  of  Physicians  for 
Human  Rights,  a  gay  doctors  group. 

“You  should  tell  unsuspecting  partners 
who  you’ve  had  unsafe  sex  with  that  you  are 
HIV  positive,  and  if  the  health  department 
can  inform  people  who  you  might  not  feel 
able  to,  that’s  an  important  service,” 
Ludington  told  GCN.  However,  he  added, 
when  contact  tracing  becomes  mandatory, 
“It’s  like  Big  Brother  looking  over  your 
shoulder.” 

Early  in  the  epidemic,  the  AMA  argued 
against  mandatory  reporting  and  contact 
tracing,  according  to  Robert  Bray  of  the 
National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force.  Bray 
believes  the  shift  in  the  AMA’s  position  is 
based  on  a  misunderstanding  of  how  the 
disease  is  still  viewed  by  many  people.  “I 
don’t  believe  there’s  any  less  stigmatization 
or  any  less  hysteria  about  the  disease,”  Bray 
told  GCN,  adding,  “And  hysteria  and 
paranoia  are  particularly  prevalent  in  the 
medical  establishment.” 

Bray  noted  that  in  recent  months  a  Florida 
dentist  who  died  of  AIDS  has  been  publicly 
accused  of  infecting  a  patient  whom  he 
performed  a  procedure  on  while  wearing 
gloves  and  mask.  And  the  HIV  status  of  a 
Johns  Hopkins  doctor  was  disclosed  to 
hundreds  of  former  patients. 

Testing  doctors,  testing  patients 

The  chair  of  the  AMA’s  AIDS  Task  Force, 
M.  Roy  Schwarz,  said  that  the  organization  is 
very  concerned  about  protecting  individual 
privacy  with  respect  to  HIV  test  results.  He 
noted  in  particular  that  the  AMA  is  opposed 
to  the  testing  of  doctors.  “I  do  not  believe  the 
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Quote  of  the  week 

“I  know  how  it  feels  to  be  a  woman 
because  I  am  a  woman.  And  I  won’t  be 
classified  as  just  a  man.” 

Rock  star  Pete  Townsend,  on  his 
bisexuality  and  experience  with  “gay  sex,” 
in  Newsweek. 

London  leathermen 
take  on  police 

LONDON  —  In  a  striking  outburst, 
patrons  of  a  male  leather  bar  here  stormed 
the  local  police  station  Nov.  22  and  obtained 
the  release  of  three  customers  who  had  just 
been  arrested.  The  leathermen  also 
prevented  the  arrest  of  a  fourth  man. 

According  to  the  Philadelphia  Gay  News, 
a  confrontation  between  police  officers  and 
bar  customers  began  after  the  sudden 
appearance  of  two  officers  in  the 
establishment.  When  patrons  at  the 
Coleheme  pub  began  asking  the  officers 
what  was  going  on,  one  of  the  officers 
grabbed  customer  Christopher  Colpin  and 
tried  to  drag  him  out  of  the  bar.  One  officer 
reportedly  told  Colpin,  “You’ll  do,  you’re  a 
faggot,  you’re  pissed  [drunk].” 

“Then  suddenly  all  these  people  came  to 
help  me,”  Colpin  said.  “I  was  so  proud.” 
The  leathermen  blocked  the  entrances  to  the 
pub,  trapping  the  officers  inside. 

Police  reinforcements  arrived  shortly 
afterwards,  and  officers  arrested  three  men. 
About  25  men  followed  police  to  the  station, 
however,  and  demanded  that  the  three  be 
released.  “The  police  seemed  terrified  as  the 
station  suddenly  filled  up  with  people,”  said 
one  witness. 

Officers  released  the  three  men  without 
further  incident. 

— Chris  Nealon 

PWA  receives  pot  for 
treatment 

WASHINGTON  —  For  only  the  second 
time,  the  U.S.  Drug  Enforcement 
Administration  (DEA)  has  approved  a 
request  for  marijuana  to  treat  side  effects  of 
AIDS.  The  patient  is  a  gay  man  who  has 
asked  not  to  be  identified  in  the  press. 
Although  the  man  had  received  approval  for 
marijuana  treatment  from  the  Food  and  Drug 
Administration  (FDA)  within  two  weeks  of 
his  June  request,  the  DEA  held  back 
approval  for  five  months.  (See  GCN,  Nov. 
11.)  The  organization  finally  authorized  the 
man’s  request  Nov.  19,  according  to  the 
Washington  Blade. 

“Thanks  to  the  marijuana.  I’ve  been  able 
to  eat,”  said  the  man.  He  remarked  that  in 
alleviating  his  nausea  and  lack  of  appetite, 
the  drug  had  eliminated  “a  big  source  of 
stress  in  my  life." 

The  man  also  said  he  thought  that  it  was 
his  “dedicated  physician”  who  made  it 
possible  for  him  to  obtain  the  marijuana. 
“It’s  not  an  easy  thing  to  do,”  he  added. 

A  DEA  spokesperson  said  that  the 
organization  had  “no  plans"  to  accelerate  the 
marijuana  approval  process,  despite  the 
swiftness  with  which  AIDS-related 
symptoms  can  take  hold. 

The  first  person  to  obtain  approval  for 
AIDS-related  marijuana  use,  a  Texas  man 
whom  the  press  called  “Steve,”  died  a  few 
weeks  after  DEA  authorized  his  request. 

— Chris  Nealon 

Homo  debates  rage  at 
Nevada  University 

RENO,  Nev.  —  The  campus  of  the 
University  of  Nevada  at  Reno  (UNR)  has 
been  rocked  with  debate  about 
homosexuality  this  fall.  In  October,  a  group 
calling  itself  the  “Homophobic  Student 
Union"  plastered  the  student  center  with 
graphic  anti -gay  flyers  that  said,  “Get  the 
fuck  out  of  here."  And  in  November,  the 
UNR  student  government  failed  to  pass  an 
anti-discrimination  policy  that  included 
sexual  orientation,  despite  an  endorsement  of 
a  similar  measure  by  the  faculty  senate. 

The  anti-gay  flyers  were  "absolutely 
intimidating"  to  lesbian  and  gay  students, 
said  Elaine  Enarson,  a  professor  of  women's 
studies  at  UNR.  Enarson  told  GCN  that  the 
campus  of  10,000  is  “very  conservative,” 
and  that  lesbian  and  gay  students  have  not 
traditionally  received  much  support  from  the 
university.  She  added  that  after  the  hate 
flyers  were  put  up  around  campus,  however, 
“The  president  made  the  strongest  statement 
against  homophobia  that  anyone  in  the 
administration  has  made  so  far." 

“The  ignorance  here  is  pervasive,"  said 
Dean  Pierce,  a  professor  in  UNR's  School  of 
Social  Work.  Pierce  told  GCN  that  he  was 
pleased,  however,  by  the  faculty’s  November 
vote  to  implement  more  policies  favorable  to 


lesbians  and  gay  men.  Most  important,  he 
added,  was  the  establishment  of  an  ad  hoc 
committee  on  lesbian  and  gay  concerns,  and 
the  inauguration  of  “a  series  of  task  forces” 
dealing  with  such  issues  as  sensitivity 
training  for  the  university’s  security  force, 
and  lesbian  and  gay  affirmative  action. 

Pierce  also  said  that  the  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Student  Union  has  become  more  active  since 
the  outbreak  of  hate  literature,  and  held  a 
“speak -out”  about  homophobia  earlier  in  the 
semester. 

Pierce  said  he  thought  that  significant  anti¬ 
homophobia  work  remained  to  be  done  at 
UNR,  remarking  that  “we  need  to  do  away 
with  heterosexism  as  a  principle.” 

Enarson,  meanwhile,  said  she  is  helping  to 
organize  a  campus  symposium  on  racism, 
sexism,  and  heterosexism,  the  second  in  two 
years,  and  the  first  to  emphasize  the  concerns 
of  lesbian  and  gay  students.  “It’s  even  more 
of  an  issue  this  year,”  she  said. 

— Chris  Nealon 

Bishops  release 
sexuality  report 

WASHINGTON — U.S.  Roman  Catholic 
bishops  approved  a  new  document  on  human 
sexuality  that  says  homosexual  acts  are 
“morally  wrong,”  but  a  gay  sexual 
orientation  is  not  sinful.  The  statement, 
released  Nov.  14,  also  reaffirms  the  Church’s 
anti-birth  control  position,  but  urges 
compassion  toward  those  Catholics  who  are 
unwilling  to  comply  with  the  ban. 

The  bishops  defeated  a  conservative 
amendment  that  defined  homosexuality  as 
inherently  sinful,  saying  that  the  sin  lies  in 
the  act,  not  the  person.  In  a  footnote,  the 
document  says  “homosexual  orientation, 
because  it  is  not  freely  chosen,  is  not  sinful,” 
according  to  the  Boston  Globe. 

“Human  Sexuality:  A  Catholic  Perspective 
for  Education  and  Lifelong  Learning,” 
represents  the  celibate  male  bishops’ 
response  to  a  pro-sexuality  theological 
movement  called  creation  theology.  A 
compromise  between  contentious  liberal  and 
conservative  factions,  the  document  calls 
sexuality  “a  dimension  of  one’s  restless 
heart,  which  continually  yearns  for 
interpersonal  communion.”  It  approves  sex 
education  in  Catholic  schools  for  the  first 
time,  and  also  notes  that  masturbation  is  a 
common  practice,  particularly  among 
adolescents. 

The  document  drew  criticism  from  both 
liberal  and  conservative  bishops. 

— Laura  Briggs 

Fundamentalists  fail  to 
ruin  Castro  Halloween 
party 

SAN  FRANCISCO — Fundamentalists 
declared  war  on  the  annual  Halloween  party 
in  the  Castro,  a  gay  district  here.  A  massive 
prayer  meeting,  attended  by  about  5,000 
people,  was  held  Oct.  31  at  the  Civic 
Auditorium  by  Texas  televangelist  Larry 
Lea.  About  1,000  lesbians  and  gay  men 
fought  back,  holding  a  protest  outside  the 
event.  Another  300,000  Halloween  revelers 
filled  the  streets  of  the  Castro  for  the  annual 
gay  event,  apparently  undeterred  by  the 
prayers. 

Lea  told  his  followers,  “We  need  to 
reverse  this  curse  on  Halloween  night.  This 
is  not  just  kids  having  fun.  There  is  actual 
worship  of  the  devil  going  on,”  reported  the 
Gazette,  a  Florida  gay  publication. 

According  to  the  Bay  Area  Reporter, 
fundamentalists  trying  to  enter  the  “prayer 
breakthrough"  were  forced  to  run  a  gantlet  of 
protesters  lining  the  route  to  the  entrance. 
Protesters  jeered,  threw  eggs,  grabbed  asses, 
and  screamed  at  “worshippers.”  The 
demonstration  was  organized  by  GHOST, 
Grand  Homosexual  Outrage  at  Sickening 
Televangelists,  an  offshoot  of  Queer  Nation. 

A  number  of  gay  men  and  lesbians  who 
attempted  to  enter  the  prayer  meeting  were 
barred,  sparking  protests  and  threats  of  legal 
action,  because  California  law  provides  fines 
for  stopping  anyone  from  entering  a  public 
place  because  of  how  he  or  she  looks. 

The  Pagan  New  Earth  Temple  performed  a 
ritual  outside  the  auditorium  the  day  before 
the  fundamentalist  extravaganza  to  seal  the 
building  and  to  prevent  Lea's  preaching  from 
reaching  those  outside.  The  Sisters  of 
Perpetual  Indulgence  also  performed  an 
exorcism  during  the  Castro  celebration. 

— Laura  Briggs 


Relationships  Can 
Be  Confusing 

When  intimacy  frightens  you 
. . .  when  you  don’t  feel 
desirable... when  you  think 
you  might  be  gay. . .  when 
you’re  afraid  of  getting  hurt. 

It’s  time  to  call  for  help. 

South  End 
Counseling 

596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 


(617)  734-6996  Insurance  Accepted 

day,  eve,  weekend  hours 

Stephen  J.  Golburgh  ED.D. 

LICENSED  PSYCHOLOGIST 

SEXUAL  DISFUNCTIONS  •  GENDER/ 
IDENTITY  •  CHILDREN  OF  ALCOHOLICS  • 
FEARS/PHOBIAS  •  STRESS-RELATED  ILLNESS  • 
ANXIETY/DEPRESSION  •  SPEECH  ANXIETY/ 
STUTTERING  •  ADDICTIONS/12  STEPS 
PSYCHOTHERAPY  •  INDIVIDUALS  •  COUPLES 
364  Harvard  Street  •  Brookline,  MA  •  02146 
( mar  Coolidge  Comer) 


•  Individual  •  Group  •  Couple 

Allan  Singer  L.LC.S.W. 
Psychotherapist 

Copley  Sg.  Boston,  MA  (617)  266-2240 
Health  Insurance  accepted 

_ _ - 


VIDA  K.  BERK0WITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

In  practice  since  1975 

General  Practice 

•  Family  Law 
•  Real  Estate  Transfers 
•  Cinsumer/Small  Business 

Employment 

•  Discrimination 

•  Unemployment 

•  Worker’s  Comp 

52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876*7099 


serving  the  gay/lesbian  community  since  1971 

FENWAY 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

General  Medicine  •  Counseling  • 
Women's  Health  •  HIV  Education  & 
Testing  •  HIV  Outpatient  Treatment  • 
Substance  Abuse  Treatment  Program  • 
Acupuncture  Detoxification  • 
Alternative  Insemination  • 

Victim  Recovery  Program  •  Polarity  • 
Massage  •  Acupuncture  •  Chiropractic  • 
Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  Treatment 

Gay  &  Lesbian  Helpline:  267-9001  tty/voice 
6-11  PM  Sunday  -  Friday 

medical  •  business: 

16  Haviland  St  •  Boston  •  267-7573 
counseling  •  research  •  education: 

93  Mass  Ave*  Boston  •  267-0900 
substance  abuse  treatment  program: 

332  Newbury  St  •  Boston  •  267-0900  X  250 
wholistic  health  services: 

338  Newbury  St  •  Boston  •  267-0900  X  252 
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The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund  &  Associates,  P.C. 

•  David  R.  Lund  •  Barbara  Macy 
•  Therese  A.  Young 

Criminal  Defense  •  Estate  Planning/ 

Wills  •  Real  Estate  Transactions  •  Domestic 
Relationships*  Discrimination*  Probate  of  Estates* 
Driving  Under  the  Influence  •  Business 
Representation  •  Relationship  Agreements  •  Civil 
Litigation  •  General  Pracitice  of  Law  •  Condo 
Conversion 

529  Newbury  St..  •  Boston  •  (617)  266-0760 


AS  EASY  AS  A  MAC 
BUT  RUNS  ON  YOUR  IBM  AT 
OR  COMPATIBLE 
“ Bookkeeping  By  Design” 
Accounting  Software 

•  Runs  under  MS  Windows  (included) 
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Baltimore  activists  decry 
Philip  Morris  exhibit 

The  anniversary  tour  of  the  Bill  of  Rights,  sponsored  by  Jesse 
Helms'  largest  corporate  supporter,  is  interrupted  once  again 
by  angry  demonstrators 


By  John  Zeh 

BALTIMORE — The  Philip  Morris 
conglomerate  generated  more  public 
attention  than  it  may  have  envisioned  when 
its  anniversary  tour  of  the  200-year-old  Bill 
of  Rights  opened  on  the  Inner  Harbor  here  on 
Dec.  10. 

Members  of  ACT  UP,  the  Group  Against 
Smoking  Pollution  (GASP),  and  others 
rallied  against  Philip  Morris’  high-tech,  $60 
million  exhibit,  calling  it  a  curse  on  the 
country’s  freedoms. 

Another  alliance  of  health  and  consumer 
groups  gave  Philip  Morris  a  statue  topped  by 
a  lemon  for  the  company’s  “appropriation” 
of  the  Bill  of  Rights.  The  alliance  accused 
the  company  of  gaining  profits  through  a 
cancer-causing  product,  notably  Virginia 
Slims  “Superslims.” 

Philip  Morris,  said  to  have  been  the  single 
largest  corporate  contributor  to  the  re- 
election  of  homophobic  Sen.  Jesse  Helms 
(R-N.C.),  denied  die  charges. 

“How  can  a  company  wrap  itself  in  the 
Bill  of  Rights  at  the  same  time  it  supports  a 
man  who  wants  to  dismantle”  constitutional 
underpinnings?  asked  ACT  UP’s  Michael 
Petrelis.  Philip  Morris  deserves  the  “Hall  of 
Shame”  award,  the  D.C.  activist  said.  “I’m 
glad  to  see  other  groups  are  aware  of  this 
hypocrisy.” 

Philip  Morris  is  currently  exhibiting  the 
Bill  of  Rights,  the  first  10  amendments  to 
the  U.S.  Constitution,  in  a  16-month,  50-state 
tour  that  opened  on  Oct.  8  in  Barre,  Vt.  and 
runs  through  February,  1992.  Activists  have 
held  protests  at  at  least  two  tour  stops  so  far 
Barre  and  West  Warwick,  R.I.  (See  GCN, 
Oct.  27.) 

Petrelis  said  he  is  organizing  a  protest  at 
the  tour’s  Jan.  13  stop  in  Raleigh,  N.C., 


“Helms’s  home  state  desperately  needs  more 
activism,”  he  said,  commenting  on  former 
Charlotte  mayor  Harvey  Gantt’s  defeat  in  his 
bid  to  unseat  Helms  in  November’s  election. 

GASP  activist  Regina  Carlson  charged 
that  Philip  Morris  “has  a  history  of  censoring 
information  about  the  killing  effects  of 
smoking,”  and  asked,  “How  can  anyone  who 
kills  people  and  suppresses  free  speech 
champion  the  Bill  of  Rights?” 

The  boycott  continues 

Two  national  gay  and  lesbian  lobbies 
joined  ACT  UP  to  bolster  support  for  the 
national  boycott  of  two  Philip  Morris 
products,  Miller  beer  and  Marlboro 
cigarettes.  The  activists  rallied  in  front  of  the 
Philip  Morris  Political  Action  Committee 
here  Oct.  24  to  expose  the  company’s 
“cynical”  tour.  “We  urge  all  fair-minded 
people  to  boycott  [Philip  Morris]  products,” 
said  Tom  Swift  of  the  Human  Rights 
Campaign  Fund.  He  added  that  gay  and 
lesbian  “economic  clout”  against  the 
hypocrisy  of  supporting  both  Helms  and  civil 
liberties  can  best  be  proved  through  “direct 
action  against  corporate  ignorance  and 
opportunism.” 

“This  is  about  corporate- sponsored  gay¬ 
bashing,”  said  Robert  Bray  of  the  National 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force.  “Philip  Morris 
must  be  held  accountable  because  it  greases 
the  wheels  of  [Helms’s]  campaigns  of  hate. 
It  cannot  support  freedom  of  expression,  then 
turn  around  and  fund  the  censorship  senator,” 
said  Bray.  “It  cannot  support  a  Bill  of  Rights 
tour,  then  fund  the  ‘Bill  of  Wrongs’ 
lawmaker.” 

“If  Philip  Morris  was  truly  concerned  with 
AIDS,”  added  Bray,  ”it  would  not  support 
individuals  who  pose  the  greatest 
impediment  to  ending  the  epidemic.”  □ 


Court  reinstates  gay 
midshipman’s  case 

The  U.S.  Court  of  Appeals  reverses  a  decision  by  a  lower  court, 
allowing  Joseph  Steffan  to  continue  his  suit  against  the  U.S. 
Naval  Academy  for  anti-gay  discrimination 


Joseph  Steffan 


By  John  Zeh 

WASHINGTON— The  U.S.  Court  of 
Appeals  reinstated  on  Dec.  7  former 
midshipman  Joseph  Steffan’s  civil  suit 
charging  the  U.S.  Naval  Academy  with  anti¬ 
gay  discrimination.  A  three-judge  panel 
invalidated  U.S.  District  Court  Judge  Oliver 
Gasch’s  earlier  dismissal,  and  ruled  that 
Steffan  should  not  have  been  obligated  to 
testify  about  irrelevant  sexual  conduct 

In  his  appeal,  Steffan,  who  was 
represented  by  the  Lambda  Legal  Defense 
and  Education  Fund,  invoked  Fifth 
Amendment  rights,  arguing  that  Gasch  was 
wrong  in  expecting  him  to  answer  self- 
incriminating  questions  about  his  sex  life. 

"The  record  is  clear,”  ruled  the  Court  of 
Appeals,  which  said  that  Steffan  was 
separated  from  the  Naval  Academy  based  on 
his  admission  that  he  is  a  homosexual  rather 
than  on  any  evidence  of  misconduct.  The 
landmark  case  will  now  return  to  the  lower 


court. 

The  higher  court  agreed  that  behavior 
could  not  be  raised  as  an  issue  in  Steffan’s 
challenge  to  military  policy  against  gay  men 
and  lesbians  serving  in  the  armed  forces. 

“This  decision  proves  that  we  were  right 
all  along  in  resisting  the  government’s 
attempt  to  find  alternate  grounds  to  support 
Joe’s  discharge,”  said  Marc  Wolinsky,  one  of 
Lambda’s  lawyers  who  is  working  on  the 
case. 

Pleased  by  the  decision  but  chagrined  by 
the  lengthy  proceeding,  Steffan  said  he  now 
feels  confident  that  the  case  will  proceed  on 
its  own  merits. 

“I  am  very  encouraged  and  anxious  to  be 
finally  getting  on  to  the  heart  of  the  matter,” 
he  said.  “What’s  happened  to  date  has  been  a 
series  of  attempts  by  the  government  to  stop 
the  case  from  going  to  trial.  We  have  not 
even  started  talking  about  what  we  went  to 
court  for.” 

Steffan,  a  computer  consultant  now  living 
in  Connecticut,  resigned  in  March  of  1987, 
two  months  before  graduation,  after 
acknowledging  to  a  superior  officer  that  he  is 
gay.  He  was  never  accused  of  homosexual 
sodomy,  which  is  a  violation  of  Military 
Code  and  a  felony  in  Maryland  punishable 
by  up  to  10  years  in  prison. 

Steffan  filed  suit  in  federal  district  court 
here  two  years  ago,  charging  the  academy 
and  the  U.S.  Department  of  Defense  with 
bias  for  “forcing”  him  to  resign.  He  seeks  his 
diploma  and  a  Naval  commission.  Steffan  is 
also  demanding  that  bans  on  gay  men  and 
lesbians  in  the  military  be  made 
unconstitutional . 

“This  is  a  great  day  in  the  gay  rights 
movement’s  fight  against  the  irrationality  of 
the  military’s  exclusion  of  gay  and  lesbian 
citizens,”  said  Lambda’s  Sandra  Lowe.  “At 
last,  the  issue  at  hand,  the  constitutional  issue 
of  whether  the  military  may  exclude  gay  men 
and  lesbians  from  serving,  must  now  be 
faced  squarely  by  the  courts,”  she  said  .□ 


Return  to  St.  Patrick’s 


NEW  YORK  —  Despite  legal  restrictions  on  their  activities,  large  numbers  of  AIDS  activists 
convened  outside  St  Patrick’s  Cathedral  Dec.  9  to  protest  what  they  call  interference  in  health 
politics  by  the  Catholic  Church.  In  particular,  activists  accused  John  Cardinal  O’Connor,  New 
York’s  conservative  archbishop,  of  blocking  safe  sex  education,  women’s  reproductive  rights, 
and  the  civil  rights  of  lesbians  and  gay  men. 

The  Catholic  Church  obtained  a  restraining  order  that  forbade  activists  from  being  disruptive 
in  or  around  the  cathedral;  but  ACT  UP  reported  that  about  2,000  activists  attended  the 
demonstration  regardless.  Protesters  conducted  a  legal  picket  outside  the  cathedral  and  held  an 
impromptu  march  through  downtown  Manhattan  after  the  service  was  over.  Several  activists 
who  were  inside  the  cathedral  walked  out  when  O’Connor  began  his  homily.  ACT  UP  reported 
four  arrests  in  the  post-demonstration  march. 

The  action  was  called  “Stop  the  Church”  after  last  year’s  landmark  demonstration  of  the 
same  name.  That  protest,  which  took  place  on  Dec.  10,  1989,  drew  national  attention  when  six 
activists  entered  St.  Patrick’s  and  shouted  down  O’Connor.  The  “St  Patrick’s  Six”  were  recently 
convicted  of  disrupting  a  religious  service  and  will  be  sentenced  Jan.  7,  1991. 

— Chris  Nealon 

Gay  students  fight  little 
war’  at  Mass,  school 


In  response  to  attacks  by  right-wing  students,  lesbian  and  gay 
activists  form  a  Queer  Nation  chapter  and  fight  back 


By  Laura  Briggs 

AMHERST,  Mass. — Tensions  were  high 
between  the  gay  community  and  an  anti-gay 
faction  at  the  University  of 
Massachusetts/Amherst  last  week.  First, 
parliamentary  maneuvering  by  right-wing 
students  Dec.  6  resulted  in  the  eradication  of 
the  two  Lesbian,  Bisexual,  and  Gay  Students 
Association  (LBGA)  seats  on  a  student 
legislative  body.  Gay  students  then  fought 
back  by  forming  a  Queer  Nation/UMass 
chapter,  hanging  posters  and  holding  a  kiss- 
in  at  the  office  of  college  conservatives.  At 
that  point,  conservative  students  retaliated  by 
physically  threatening  visible  gay  students; 
one  student  reported  receiving  a  death  threat. 

“It’s  like  a  little  war  out  here,”  said  Queer 
Nation/UMass  member  Philip  Zaia. 

The  incidents  come  in  the  context  of 
increased  anti-gay  activity  at  area  colleges  in 
recent  weeks.  At  Harvard,  the  Association 
Against  Learning  in  the  Absence  of  Religion 
and  Morality  (AALARM)  is  pursuing  legal 
action  against  Kinko’s  Copies  because  a  man 
who  identified  himself  as  gay  refused  to  print 
the  anti-gay  group’s  poster.  At  the  University 
of  Massachusetts/Boston,  openly  gay 
Professor  Charles  Shively  found  “Die  you 
faggot,”  and  “Join  the  Nazis”  scrawled  on  his 
office  door.  In  nearby  New  Hampshire,  a 
Dartmouth  College  fraternity  has  been 
accused  of  sending  anti-gay  hate  messages 
through  computer  mail. 

The  UMass/Amherst  incidents  began  with 
a  vote  to  oust  the  LBGA  from  the  Board  of 
Governors,  a  student-run  organization  that 
administers  an  $80,000  budget  and  allocates 
space  to  student  groups.  Gay  students  say 
they  were  particularly  infuriated  by  the  vote 
because  they  considered  it  illegitimate.  “We 
walked  out,  with  two  of  our  allies,  to  break 
quorum,”  said  Laura  Silver,  one  of  the 
former  LBGA  delegates. 

According  to  Silver,  the  measure  was  not 
on  the  agenda,  and  there  were  only  15 
students  in  the  room  when  the  vote  was 
taken,  one  short  of  the  16  necessary  for  a 
quorum.  Silver  also  said  that  she  believed 
conservatives  students  had  beat  planning  the 
move  since  the  fall,  but  waited  until  the  last 
meeting  of  the  semester,  when  they  knew 
that  few  people  would  attend  and  that  they 
could  stack  the  meeting. 

A  group  of  gay  students  responded  that 
night  by  forming  Queer  Nation/UMass,  and 
hanging  posters  on  campus  that  read, 
“Women  love  other  women.  Get  used  to  it” 
and  “We’re  here,  we’re  queer,  we’re 


fabulous.  Get  used  to  it.  If  you  don’t  like  it, 
kiss  off,”  and  other,  similar  slogans. 
“Everyone  was  so  demoralized,”  said  Silver. 
“We  had  to  do  something  that  would  be  a 
coup  for  our  community.” 

According  to  Silver,  she  was  stopped  twice 
by  campus  police  while  legally  hanging 
posters.  She  was  read  her  Miranda  rights,  and 
questioned  about  graffiti  in  bathrooms.  “I 
viewed  it  as  harassment,”  she  said. 

Then,  over  the  weekend,  right-wing 
students  responded  by  hanging  posters 
borrowed  from  Harvard’s  AALARM  group 
that  read,  “Women  love  men.  Men  love 
women.  We’re  used  to  it.  Stop  Queer 
Nation.”  (Andrew  Webb  of  AALARM  told 
GCN,  “We  send  out  posters  to  a  lot  of 
people.  They’re  having  a  lot  of  trouble  with 
freedom  of  expression  out  there,  and 
[UMass/Amherst  students]  are  beginning  an 
AALARM  chapter.”) 

On  Dec.  10,  Queer  Nation  took  over  the 
office  shared  by  the  Young  Republicans,  the 
Young  Americans  for  Freedom  (YAF),  and 
the  Minuteman,  a  right-wing  campus  paper. 
About  30  Queer  Nation  members  held  a  kiss- 
in  and  demonstration  demanding  the 
reinstatement  of  the  Board  of  Governors 
seats.  Protesters  left  half  an  hour  later  after 
another  student  requested  that  they  leave. 

One  couple  wrapped  themselves  in  the 
office’s  American  flag  while  kissing 
enthusiastically,  according  to  participant 
Jason  McDonald.  He  told  GCN  that  the 
action  prompted  conservative  students  to  file 
charges  with  school  officials  against 
McDonald  for  “sexually  desecrating  the 
flag.” 

According  to  Chris  Macek  of  the 
UMass/Amherst  Program  for  Lesbian,  Gay, 
and  Bisexual  Concerns,  YAF  members  were 
an  appropriate  target  for  gay  student  action. 
Macek  told  GCN  that,  “Basically,  it  was  the 
YAF  crowd  that  organized  the  straight  pride 
rally  last  year”  (see  GCN,  May  20),  and 
introduced  the  resolution  to  remove  the 
LBGA  seats  from  the  Board  of  Governors. 

The  following  day,  an  emergency  Board  of 
Governors  meeting  was  held,  at  which  gay 
students  who  attended  were  threatened  and 
harassed.  Silver,  McDonald,  and  Zaia 
attended  the  meeting,  which  McDonald 
characterized  as  “basically  set  up  to  harass, 
badger,  and  threaten”  Silver. 

“The  atmosphere  was  absolutely  tense,” 
said  McDonald.  When  the  three  sat  down, 
four  other  students  came  and  stood  behind 
Continued  on  page  13 
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GCN  Editorial  Guidelines 


The  "Community  Voices"  and  "Speaking 
Out"  sections  in  GCN  are  parts  of  our 
efforts  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion 
for  the  community.  We  encourage  you  to 
send  your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments 
to  us,  and  to  respond  to  ideas  expressed 
within  our  pages.  We  welcome  all 
contributions  except  personal  attacks. 
Copies  of  letters  ana  "Speaking  Out" 
contributions  sent  elsewhere  are  printed 
on  a  space  available  basis  only.  GCN 
reserves  the  right  to  edit  letters  and 
"Speaking  Out"  contributions  for  length 
and  clarity,  in  consultation  with  the  author. 
The  opinions  expressed  are  those  of  the 
author  and  are  not  intended  to  represent 
the  views  of  the  GCN  staff  or  membership. 

All  letter  and  "Speaking  Out"  contributions 
must  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE-SPACED. 
Letters  can  be  NO  LONGER  THAN  TWO 
PAGES.  Speaking  Out"  contributions  can 
be  NO  LONGER  THAN  FOUR  PAGES  and 
require  a  short  (one  to  two  sentence) 
biographical  note  about  the  author  for 
inclusion  at  the  end  of  the  article. 

Because  GCN  wishes  to  encourage 
dialogue  and  a  diverse  representation  of 
perspectives  on  the  letters  pages,  printing 
of  "Speaking  Out"  contributions  received 
from  authors  who  have  had  other 
"Speaking  Outs"  appear  in  GCN  recently 
may  be  postponed  temporarily. 

For  editing  purposes,  it  is  helpful  to  be 
able  to  contact  you  easily  -  please 
enclose  your  name,  address,  and  daytime 
phone  number  with  your  letter  or  article. 
Thanks. 

Send  to:  Community  Voices/Speaking  Out, 
GCN,  62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA 
02116. 


Not  just  homophobia 

Dear  GCN: 

Not  just  homophobia  victimizes  gays  and 
lesbians  in  prison,  degrading  “labels”  do  as 
well.  Of  course  it  all  stems  from  ignorance 
and  lack  of  education  and  knowledge  and 
understanding,  and  from  plain  ol’  stupidity. 

In  the  majority  of  California  State  prisons 
gays  are  referred  to  as:  “Swipe  Eaters,” 
“Dick  Lickers,”  “Faggots,”  “AIDS  Carriers,” 
and  of  course,  the  traditional  label,  “Punks.” 
Such  ugly,  ugly  words  to  be  branded  on  one’s 
demeanor.  And  what  does  one  do  to  seek 
relief  from  all  this  mental  torture?  Usually 
not  a  damn  thing  except  to  deal  with  it. 
Every  now  and  then,  however,  one  of  us 
takes  action,  which  happens  to  lead  to 
violence,  such  as  a  fist  fight.  And  suddenly, 
that  particular  “punk”  is  considered  a  “man” 
and  ultimately  respected.  He  must  have  won 
the  fist  fight  to  be  called  a  man.  Albeit,  his 
name  is  “Ms.  LA  LA,"  but  “Ms.  LA  LA”  is 
not  having  it  anymore.  Now  “she”  is 
accepted  and  able  to  do  “her"  program.  And 
the  beat  goes  on. 

But  most  of  the  time,  the  task  is  not  so 
mere.  “LA  LA"  is  6-6"  and  240  lbs.,  and  the 
rest  of  us  are  a  whole  lot  smaller,  shorter, 
thinner  and  lack  “LA  LA’s”  endurance. 
Consequently,  we  are  put  through  it  much 
more  severely,  till  either  they  lock  us  up  in 
protective  custody,  we  give  in  to  their  brutal 
demands,  or  play  smart  like  I  do  and  flatter 
them  with  words  and  promises  while  in  the 
process  of  crossing  them.  It’s  an  old  trick  I 
learned  from  the  “OP  School  Girls.”  Nothing 
violent,  simply  proper  cooperation  with  the 
administration  (SMILE).  All  of  a  sudden  that 
slug  is  off  the  line.  Needless  to  say,  more 
problems  can  surface  from  this,  and  if  they 
do,  then  one  removes  their  self  from  the  line. 
Usually,  though,  they  cease  rather  than 
increase. 

But  then  there’s  always  that  young  one  in 
“her”  early  twenties  who  thinks  “she"  knows 
everything,  sashaying  around  as  if  "she"  was 
Faye  Dunaway,  and  all  of  a  sudden,  “she’s" 
been  done  away  with.  Either  beat  up,  slapped 
around,  or  raped.  "She"  will  never  be  the 
same.  Or  will  “she"  be  worse?  Hard  to  tell,  it 
all  depends  on  the  depth  of  “her"  integrity. 

Then  there’s  the  heterosexual,  open-mined 
entourage  who  loves  us  dearly  and  are  our 
best  friends.  They  laugh  at  our  humor  and 
understand  our  sorrow.  For  they  are  rare  and 
unique  in  prisons.  But  the  vipers  always  min 
things.  They  refer  to  our  straight  friends  as 
“Closet-Cases,"  “Undercovers,"  and  “Flip- 
Floppers.”  And  you  assumed  just  we  were 
the  victims.  How  naive.  Perhaps  they  are 
questioning  their  sexuality.  Granted,  that  is 
their  business  and  no  one  else's. 

And  what  really  gels  me,  they  think  just 
because  we’re  gay  therefore  any  man  and  his 


“tool"  will  do.  And  almost  always,  it’s  some 
slimy  slug  with  the  face  of  a  lizard  trying  it. 
And  if  you  reject  him,  instantly  you’re  every 
demeaning  word  in  the  dictionary.  And  their 
so-called  homeboys  who  laugh  and  mock 
will  be  the  first  ones  to  get  down  on  their 
knees  and  serve  you  with  tremendous 
enthusiasm.  It  is  astonishing  what  happens 
behind  closed  doors.  How  dumbfounding 
people  can  be.  Really.  Call  me  a  cab! 

Gianni  Gomes 
D-97767  Box  2000 
Vacaville,  CA  95696-2000 

Barely  contain  myself 

Dear  GCN: 

My  name  is  A.D.  El-Amin  but  all  my 
friends  call  me  “Adeena”.  I  am  presently 
incarcerated  at  the  Iowa  Men’s  Reformatory 
in  Anamosa  Iowa.  I  had  subscribed  to  your 
newspaper  but  had  to  discontinue  my 
editions,  due  to  being  in  a  status  where 
newspapers  aren’t  allowed.  It  is  terrible, 
believe  me.  I  love  the  paper.  I  have  never 
seen  anything  like  it  and  I  wish  its  success  a 
thousand  times  over.  I  also  would  like  to 
donate  a  contribution  but  due  to  my  present 
situation,  finances  isn’t  one  of  my  favorite 
subjects.  Hopefully  that  will  change  soon 
and  I  can  better  assist  the  GCN  in  a  more 
loyal  way.  I  would  like  to  take  advantage  of 
the  pen  pal  services  listed  in  the  personals. 
The  reason  I  am  interested  in  the  pen  pal 
service  is  because  there  are  a  lot  of  questions 
that  I  desperately  need  answers  to, 
concerning  the  homosexual  experience.  Yes, 
I  am  gay.  I  have  been  forever,  I  guess.  I  am 
an  African-American,  twenty  one  years  of 
age.  Gemini,  beautiful  and  lovely.  I  am 
searching  for  a  guy  who  will  be  able  to 
provide  some  answers. 

1. 1  don’t  get  much  sensation  out  of  anal 
sex,  but  I  love  the  thought  of  it.  I  really  want 
it  to  be  more  satisfying.  Is  there  anything  me 
and/or  my  boyfriend  could  do? 

2.  The  Bible  says  that  homosexuality  is 
an  abominable  sin.  I  believe  in  the  Bible,  but 
I  also  believe  in  my  homosexuality.  Do  you 
think  God  will  really  send  people  to  hell  for 
loving  each  other? 

3.  Am  I  really  gay  when  I  sometimes  ask 
myself  am  I  gay?  I  mean,  shouldn’t  I  know? 

4.  After  a  sex  change,  does  the  vagina  you 
receive  feel  pleasure  and  can  you  have 
orgasms  from  it? 

5.  Upon  choosing  the  less  dominant  role  I 
like  to  act  like  a  woman.  It  makes  me  feel 
like  I’m  fulfilling  my  role  and  what  I  want  to 
do.  Is  that  normal? 

6.  How  does  a  person  go  about  telling  his 
mother  that  he  or  she  is  gay? 

7.  How  does  an  individual  establish  a 
relationship  when  he  or  she  is  bi-sexual?  (My 
boyfriend  is  bi-sexual  and  I  hate  it.) 

8. 1  want  to  continue  my  education  and  go 
into  a  journalism  career.  I  just  don’t  think 
any  company  will  accept  a  male  who  acts 
like  a  female.  What  can  I  do  about  that? 
(Legally  or  something.) 

9.  Is  there  something  on  the  market  called 
“Stay  Soft”  or  something  in  its  nature?  My 
girlfriends  and  I  haven’t  mastered  body 
control  yet  and  the  nasty  thing  is  always 
poking  its  head  where  it  isn’t  wanted. 

10.  Can  a  man  legally  marry  another  man 
yet? 

11.  Is  a  person  still  gay  after  a  sex  change 
or  is  he  a  female  then? 

I  hope  that  someone  of  the  GCN  readership 
will  be  able  to  help  a  lady  in  distress  like  me. 
I  honestly  think  I  am  going  insane  some  of 
the  time.  I  haven’t  told  my  family  or  a  lot  of 
my  straight  friends  that  their  macho  partner  is 
really  a  woman  behind  closed  doors.  It’s  not 
like  I’m  scared,  ashamed  or  anything.  I  just 
don’t  want  to  hurt  them.  I  mean  I  took  too 
long  in  accepting  the  fact  that  I  am  gay  and  in 
the  process  I  made  a  lot  of  straight  friends 
who  trust  me,  believe  in  me  and  like  me.  To 
just  jump  out  and  say,  hey  Joe,  (my  best 
straight  friend)  I’m  gay  and  another  thing  let 
me  taste  your  wonderful  organ — it  just 
doesn’t  seem  like  an  average  night  around  the 
Cleaver’s  table.  It’s  true,  though,  I  think  he 
is  extremely  gorgeous.  I  can  barely  contain 
myself  when  we  go  to  the  locker  rooms. 

I’m  tired  of  hiding  though.  It  puts  a  strain 
on  everything.  I  want  to  be  the  free,  loving, 
compassionate,  friendly,  beautiful  woman 
that  I  am  and  I  want  to  be  her  at  daytime  too. 
How  should  I  let  the  girl  out  of  the  bag? 

I  would  love  to  chit  chat  and  nick  nack  all 
day  long  darlings,  but  I  know  your  lime  is 
precious  and  I  don’t  want  to  take  up  too 
much  more.  Thank  you  so  much  for  your 
time.  Hopefully  I  can  repay  you  someday. 
Take  good  care  of  yourselves,  I  am  in  hopes 
of  hearing  from  you  soon. 

Love, 
A.D.  El-Amin 
Box-B  804745-6 
Anamosa,  IA  52205 
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Universal  suffrage 

Dear  GCN: 

Universal  Suffrage  has  been  created  to 
provide  assistance  to  those  convicted  in  the 
American  justice  system  in  the  defense  of 
those  constitutional  rights  that  are  supposed 
to  exist,  and  in  regaining  those  rights  that 
have  been  unjustly  lost.  Its  immediate  goal 
is  the  restoration  of  the  right  of  convicted 
felons  to  vote. 

The  present  system  protects  the  status  quo; 
laws  are  protected  from  change,  and 
incumbent  elected  officials  are  protected 
from  impeachment  and  from  strong 
opposition  by  the  permanent  elimination  of 
the  voices  of  those  who  feel  strongly  enough 
to  challenge  those  laws.  Who  is  better 
qualified  to  consider  the  proper  requirements 
of  a  judge,  sheriff,  district  attorney  or 
lawmaker  than  one  who  has  been  subjected 
to  the  actions  of  those  offices? 

The  Holy  American  Empire  has  found  a 
very  effective  countermeasure  to  the 
respected  tradition  of  nonviolent  civil 
disobedience,  practiced  by  Mahatma  Gandhi 
and  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.  to  change  the 
world  that  they  knew:  that  deterrent  is  the 
simple  strict  enforcement  of  those  unpopular 
laws,  and  eliminating  forever  the  legal  voices 
of  those  who  are  found  guilty  of  their 
disobedience.  Not  only  is  this  method 
effective  against  the  power  of  the  vote,  but 
also  against  the  power  of  the  voices  of  those 
who  would  seek  to  effect  changes  through 
the  influence  of  existing  authorities,  the 
press  and  appeals  to  the  public  at  large;  one 
who  cannot  vote  is  one  without  the  potential 
power  of  revenge — one  who  is  insignificant 
to  those  who  hold  the  active  power  to 
change. 

This  nation  made  great  progress  in  civil 
rights,  for  all  minorities,  during  the  1960s. 
(It  didn’t  make  all  of  the  progress  that  it 
needed,  or  that  its  people  needed,  but  it  was 
moving  in  the  right  direction.)  Recent  years 
have  seen  more  and  more  conservative 
officials  elected,  more  and  more 
conservative  officials  appointed,  and  now, 
blatant  reversals  of  previous  Supreme  Court 
decisions  in  favor  of  the  constitutional  rights 
of  minorities.  These  increasingly 
conservative  decisions,  and  constant  attrition 
of  individuals’  rights,  have  directly 
paralleled  the  alarming  increase  of 
convictions  in  our  courts. 

Take  a  look  at  the  statistics,  yourself.  You 
will  find  that  this  remarkable  increase  of 
disenfranchised  felons  is  almost  all  among 


minorities  who  had  made  such  wonderful 
gains  in  the  late  1960s.  Do  you  see  a 
pattern? 

This  situation  has  already  made  serious 
inroads  into  our  public  voices.  If  allowed  to 
continue,  it  will  eliminate  us  from 
consideration  by  mainstream  society 
altogether — we  will  be  powerless,  subject  to 
the  whims  of  every  traffic  cop  and  legal 
bigot  who  is  aware  that  we  don’t  even  have 
to  break  a  law  to  be  imprisoned. ..and  more 
and  more  laws  will  be  enacted — as  has 
already  begun — that  require  us  to  cowtow  to 
the  personal  desires  of  the  tyrannical 
majority. 

Our  only  hope  is  to  regain  the  power  of 
our  voices.  Whether  we  exercise  our  votes 
or  not,  the  potential  of  those  votes  gives  us 
credence  to  those  in  power,  and  ensures  that 
we  will  always  be  a  possible  force  with 
which  to  be  reckoned.  Only  a  citizen  can 
practice  civil  disobedience;  only  a  citizen  has 
a  vote;  one  with  no  vote,  with  no  voice,  is 
not  even  a  citizen] 

Join  with  us!  Help  us  to  regain  our 
voices!  Stand  up  to  be  counted  as  a  member 
of  Universal  Suffrage  and  fight  for  the  right 
to  be  heard.  We  need  donated  legal 
assistance  for  incorporation  and  protection  of 
our  organization’s  rights,  and  we  need 
activists  to  assist  in  compiling  the  voting 
laws  of  felons  in  the  various  states  (we 
understand  that  no  more  than  seven  states 
now  restore  felons’  votes  automatically,  but 
we  haven’t  determined  which  ones — we’re 
just  starting),  compiling  information  for  our 
lobbying  efforts  and  helping  to  further  build 
our  membership. 

We  have  no  newsletter.  The  expense  isn’t 
justified  for  our  current  direct  goal,  so  we 
rely  upon  the  assistance  of  publications  such 
as  Gay  Community  News  to  distribute  this 
message. 

Our  membership  fee  of  Si 0.00  and  other 
donations  as  may  be  received  are  to  assist  in 
providing  office  equipment,  printing  and 
mailing  expenses.  Send  yours  to  Universal 
Suffrage,  Box  35,  Alto,  Georgia  30510.  Let 
us  know  if  you  would  like  to  take  an  active 
role  by  pursuing  one  of  the  tasks  outlined 
above,  and  tell  us  what  you  can  do.  If  an 
answer  is  expected  from  us  please  enclose  an 
SASE  (every  quarter  counts). 

Tom  Sparks 
Universal  Suffrage 
Alto.  GA 


Week  after  week,  for  nearly  two  decades,  Gay  Community  News  has  been  a  forum  for  some  of  the 
hottest  debates  and  issues  in  lesbian  and  gay  communities.  From  pornography  to  outing,  from  ACT  UP  to 
sit-ins,  GCN  has  beenthere  to  report  and  analyze  the  tough  issues  that  other  publications  won't  touch.  We 
don't  shy  away  from  controversy.  We  thrive  on  it.  We  provoke.  We  incite.  We  stir  things  up  a  little. 

And  we  always  give  you  something  to  think  about. 


Now  you  can  give  your  friends  and  family  something  to  think  about  this  holiday  season.  And  when  you  purchase 
two  or  more  gift  subscriptions,  we'll  send  you, ABSOLUTELY  FREE,  a  piece  of  GCN  memorabilia  —one  of  a  limited 

number  of  our  tenth  anniversary  posters,  first  released  in  1983. 


We'll  send  out  a  special  gift  acknowledgement  card,  with  your  personalized 
message,  to  each  person  receiving  a  gift  subscription. 
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Anti-war  efforts  building 
momentum 


Some  queer  peaceniks  decry  the  apathy  of  their  peers 


By  John  Zeh 

WASHINGTON — Protests  against  U.S. 
policy  in  the  Persian  Gulf  and  the  threat  of 
war  escalated  last  week  with  actions  on 
campuses,  rallies  at  the  White  House  and 
elsewhere,  arrests  at  the  Vietnam  Memorial, 
and  the  opening  of  the  first  toll-free  hotline 
for  peace  (1 -800-955-PEACE). 

Hundreds  of  people — as  many  as  1500, 
according  to  one  estimate — marched  from 
Lafayette  Park  across  from  the  White  House 
to  the  Vietnam  War  and  Lincoln  Memorials. 
Fifty  people  who  blocked  traffic  were 
arrested  in  the  culmination  of  an  afternoon- 
long  protest  against  President  George  Bush’s 
handling  of  Iraq’s  invasion  of  Kuwait. 

The  White  House  vigil,  rally,  march,  and 
civil  disobedience  were  sponsored  by  the 
Coalition  to  Stop  U.S.  Intervention  in  the 
Gulf  and  the  Pledge  of  Resistance,  based  at 
the  Washington  Peace  Center. 

On  Dec.  7,  the  forty-ninth  anniversary  of 
the  attack  at  Pearl  Harbor,  college  students 
across  the  country  staged  teach-ins  and 
rallies  to  express  their  opposition  to  a  U.S. 
offensive  against  Iraq. 

Some  gay  and  lesbian  students  expressed 
fear  that  their  peers  may  believe  war  is  not  an 
important  issue  because  homosexuals  are 
banned  from  military  service. 

“I  don’t  want  us  in  a  war,”  said  Eve  Faber 
of  Oppression  Under  Target!  (OUT!),  D.C.’s 
premier  lesbian  and  gay  direct  action  group 
that  recruited  15-20  rally  participants.  “There 
are  a  lot  of  good  reasons  why  gay  men  and 


lesbians  want  not  to  fight,”  she  said,  citing 
“problems  of  the  military’s  discrimination, 
and  gay  and  lesbian  victims  of  war  in  Arab 
countries.” 

Faber  added,  “But  the  bottom  line  is,  we 
shouldn’t  go  to  war.” 

“I’m  frustrated  by  the  lack  of  people 
demonstrating  against  the  threat  of  war,” 
echoed  Boston  lesbian  activist  Carrie 
Wofford.  “It’s  scary  to  me  that  more  people 
have  not  been  standing  up  against  war  —  gay 
men,  lesbians,  all  people,”  she  said. 

Predominant  apathy  on  campus  worries 
Lori  Charvat,  president  of  the  Lambda  Law 
Society  at  American  University,  especially 
among  gay  law  students  at  the  liberal  school. 
“It’s  somewhat  refreshing  that  young  people 
on  other  campuses  have  a  conscience  and  are 
taking  action,”  she  said. 

“Our  generation,  especially  gay  and 
lesbian  students  20-25,  [doesn’t]  have  a 
sense  of  history  [or]  know  how  we  got  where 
we  are,”  she  said. 

Of  course,  some  gay  students  have  become 
active  in  the  anti-war  effort.  For  instance, 
engineering  student  Mark  Delevie,  a  licensed 
pilot  high  on  the  military’s  want  list,  said  he 
will  resist  if  drafted.  Said  Delevie,  who  is 
also  the  outgoing  president  of  the  Gay, 
Lesbian  and  Bisexual  Alliance  at 
Montgomery  College,  “I’ll  give  the  recruiter 
a  big  kiss  because  of  the  Pentagon’s 
discrimination  against  gay  men  and  lesbians, 
and  because  I’m  not  inclined  to  fight  a  war  I 
don’t  believe  in.”  □ 


Washington  paper 
celebrates  les/gay  unions 

A  mainstream  paper  in  Everett,  Washington  begins  publishing 
gay  and  lesbian  marriage  announcements  —  without  any 
pressure  from  activists 


By  Chris  Nealon 

EVERETT,  Wash. —  A  small-town 
newspaper  here  made  a  nationwide  splash 
recently  when  it  decided  to  publish  lesbian 
and  gay  “wedding”  announcements 
alongside  notices  of  heterosexual  marriages. 
After  two  local  lesbians  submitted  an 
announcement  about  their  union  ceremony  to 
the  Everett  Herald  on  Dec.  2,  the  paper 
changed  its  “Wedding  Book"  page  to  reflect 
a  broader  variety  of  celebrations.  Activists  in 
nearby  Seattle  as  well  as  national  observers 
said  they  were  pleased  —  if  a  bit  startled  — 
by  the  Herald' s  decision. 

“I  think  it’s  great,”  said  Ivy  Young, 
director  of  the  domestic  partnership  project  at 
the  National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force 
(NGLTF).  “Especially  since  the  health  crisis 
hit  our  community,  with  page  after  page  after 
page  of  obituaries,  it’s  good  to  see 
celebrations  —  it’s  good  for  people  to  see 
that  our  lives  are  not  consumed  by  death.” 
Young  told  GCN  that  she  thought  the 
Herald's  new,  inclusive  policy  was  an 
indication  that,  slowly,  lesbians  and  gay  men 
are  helping  to  create  “a  recognition  of  family 
diversity.  It’s  way  past  time.” 

Although  Seattle  lesbian  and  gay  activists 
said  they  were  surprised  by  the  Herald' s 
decision,  they  emphasized  that  it  was  a 
positive  development,  especially  since  it 
required  no  outside  prompting. 

“I’m  happy  to  see  that  at  least  one 
newspaper  is  acknowledging  and  celebrating 
our  relationships,"  said  Susanna  Elkin,  a 
member  of  the  city’s  commission  on  lesbian 
and  gay  concerns.  Elkin  told  GCN  that  she 
thought  of  Everett,  which  lies  about  30  miles 
north  of  Seattle,  as  somewhat  conservative. 

Matt  Nagle,  a  staff  writer  for  the  Seattle 
Gay  News,  also  told  GCN  he  was  pleased  by 
the  Herald's  new  policy,  but  said  that  he 
thought  it  was  "out  of  character"  for  an 
institution  in  Everett  to  make  such  an 
inclusive  gesture.  He  added  said  that  perhaps 
because  Everett  has  not  traditionally  been  the 
site  of  much  lesbian  and  gay  activism,  many 
lesbians  and  gay  men  in  the  Seattle  area 
didn’t  even  realize  that  the  Herald  had  made 
such  an  unexpected  policy  change. 

In  fact,  the  attention  of  Seattle  activists 
was  absorbed  until  recently  by  electoral 
struggles  that  also  centered  around  issues  of 
family  diversity.  Local  lesbians  and  gay  men 
campaigned  vigorously  this  fall  against 
Question  35,  which  would  have  rescinded  a 
year-old  system  of  benefits  for  city 


employees  and  their  domestic  partners.  The 
No  on  35  drive  garnered  the  support  of 
Black,  Asian,  and  progressive  church 
communities,  and  steamed  to  victory  with  58 
percent  of  the  vote  Nov.  6.  (See  GCN,  Nov. 
11.) 

‘Asked  ourselves  why’ 

Stan  Strick,  the  managing  editor  at  the 
Herald,  told  GCN  that  although  his  staff  was 
surprised  by  the  lesbian  union 
announcement,  it  didn’t  take  long  to  reach  a 
consensus  that  the  paper  should  run  such 
notices.  “We  were  a  bit  taken  aback,  mostly 
because  we’d  never  been  asked  to  run 
something  like  this,”  said  Strick.  “But  then 
we  asked  ourselves  why  people  want  to  place 
things  in  a  newspaper,  and  we  decided  that 
when  there’s  a  milestone  event  in  life,  part  of 
the  celebration  is  getting  some  kind  of  social 
notice  —  some  kind  of  public  notice.” 

Strick  said  he  “put  together  a  newsroom 
committee”  that  afternoon  to  reorder  the 
“Wedding  Book”  page,  changing  it  to  a 
“Celebrations”  page  that  will  include  such 
events  as  adoptions,  retirements,  and 
hundred-year  birthdays.  (“We’re  still  small 
enough  to  have  a  few,”  he  said.) 

Strick  remarked  that  he  sees  the  new 
“Celebrations”  pages  as  a  means  to  “re¬ 
evaluate  and  update  our  policies  to  reflect  a 
broader  cross-section  of  our  community.”  In 
addition  to  changing  the  “Weddings”  page, 
Strick  said,  the  Herald  recently  ran  a  series 
of  stories  on  local  lesbians  and  gay  men  in  its 
“Lifestyle”  section.  The  “Lifestyle” 
coverage,  he  said,  made  it  easier  to  change 
the  “Weddings"  section  immediately, 
because  it  provided  a  kind  of  quick 
preparation  in  lesbian  and  gay  issues  for 
Herald  readers.  “I  did  not  want  to  just  slide 
[the  new  announcements  section]  by  our 
readership  and  hope  they  didn’t  notice,”  he 
said. 

Strick  remarked  that  the  paper’s  decision 
had  attracted  some  criticism,  but  some 
support  as  well.  “People  who  have  a  Bible- 
oriented  set  of  morals,  fundamentalists  who 
interpret  the  Bible  literally,  have  reacted  very 
strongly  against  it,"  he  said.  “But  others  have 
said,  ‘We’re  glad  you’re  reflecting  diversity, 
we  think  it’s  courageous.’  It’s  attracted  more 
attention  than  we  ever  expected.” 

Strick  related  a  conversation  he  had  with  a 
reporter  from  a  San  Francisco 
lesbian  and  gay  newspaper  whom  Strick 
Continued  on  page  I S 
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Proofreaders 

We  are  looking  for  proofreaders  for  Wednesday  nights.  If  you  are 
interested  in  proofreading  or  any  of  the  other  exciting  volunteer 
opportunities  available  at  Gay  Community  News  please  call  426-4469. 
You  could  also  stop  by  our  convenient  Back  Bay  office  in  person. 

GCN  •  62  Berkeley  Street  •  Boston,  Massachusetts  02116 


CITY  LIFE/VIDA  URBANA 
9th  Annual 

NEW  YEAR'S  EVE  PARTY 

Monday,  December  31st 
9pm  to  .... 


* 


Jamaica  Plain  Firehouse 
659  Centre  St.,  Jamaica  Plain 

Non-sexist,  multicultural 
Info:  524-3541 


S&G 


SANDBERG  &  GONZALEZ 


126  STATE  STREET 

BOSTON,  MASSACHUSETTS  02109 

(617)  523-1060 


LILLIAN  GONZALEZ 

CERTIFIED  PUBLIC  ACCOUNTANT 


LYNNE  S.  BRANDON,  PH.D. 


FINANCIAL  MANAGEMENT 


57  CAMERON  AVE.  •  SOMERVILLE,  MA  02144  •  617-776-5866 


LONG  RANGE  PLANNING,  STATE  CONTRACTING, 
BUDGETING,  STAFF  TRAINING  &  SUPERVISION, 
CONVERSION  TO  COMPUTERIZED  SYSTEMS 


Healthy  teeth... 
they're  a 
team  effort 


K 

"/'MS, itii 


*1 


f.  v-  , 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
Kirk  S.  Bankhead,  DDS 

'v  TslKS 


Ir 


1 259  Hyde  Park  Avenue 
Hyde  Park,  M A  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

Monday  -  Saturday  &  Evenings 


COMPUTER  HELP 

■  software  ■  hardware  ■  networks 
■  maintenance  ■  trouble-shooting 

Hosken  and  Associates  is  a  consulting  firm  specializing  in  automating 
small  business  practices  and  procedures  to  maximize  management  control.  We 
are  large  enough  to  have  wide  ranging  expertise  yet  small  enough  to  give 
your  needs  personal  attention.  Our  three  principals  have  over  thirty-five 
years  of  business  experience. 

We  know  what  it  takes  to  make  a  business  successful  and  we  help 
you  achieve  that  goal. 

HOSKEN  AND  ASSOCIATES 

8  Hillside  Street  ■  Boston.  Massachusetts  *02120 
John  Hosken  (61 7)  445-8130  •  FAX  (617)  442-6439 


Make  SAFER  SEX 
Your  New  Year’s  Resolution 


Weekends,  from  December  1 4th  through 
January  5th  there  will  be  bowls  of  free  condoms 
at  the  doors  of  the  bars  listed  below. 

Throughout  the  new  year,  there  will  be  condoms 
available  from  bartenders  at  these  bars. 

A  safe  new  year  is  yours  for  the  asking! 

AIDS  ACTION  Committee,  along  with 
Bobbys,  Buddiesf  Chaps,  Citi,  Club  Cafe,  Eagle, 
Fritz,  Indigo,  Luxor,  Maximum  Secuirty, 
Moonshine,  Paradise,  Ramrod  Si 
Randolph  Country  Club ... 

Wish  you  a  Happy, 

Healthy  New  Year! 


JUDY  SMALL 
Snapshot 

cass,  CD 


DREAMING  DOWN  A  'QUIET  LINE 


CINDY  KALLET 
Dreaming  Down  A  Quiet  Line 

LP,  cass,  CD 


Give  the 


LIBANA 
Fire  Within 

cass,  CD 


Sounding 


INNER  LA  N  DSC  A  PL 


Mm tic  ns  Medicine 


Kzy  <.  :N'>ir*.r 


Gift 

of  Music! 

NEW  RELEASES! 

Tret  Fure  -  Time  Turns  The  Moon 
Toshi  Reagon  -  Justice 
Ranch  Romance  -  Western  Dream 
The  Flirtations 

Judy  Fjell  -  Livin'  On  Dreams 
Ferron  -  Phantom  Center 
Adrienne  Tort  -  Finding  A  Way 
Leah  Ziccari  -  Wouldn't  That  Be  Fun? 
Two  Nice  Girls  -  Like  A  Version 


NOW  ON  COMPACT  DISC! 

Holly  Near  -  Fire  In  The  Rain 
Ferron  -  Testimony 
Sweet  Honey  -  B'iieve  I'll  Run  On 
Libana  -  Circle  Is  Cast 

Cris  Williamson  -  Changer  And  The  Changed 


cass, 


WOMEN'S  MUSIC  CLASSICS 
The  Best  of  Cris  Williamson 
The  Best  of  Margie  Adam 
The  Best  of  Meg  Christian 


KAY  GARDNER 

Sounding  The  Inner  Landscape 

Meditation  -  cass  only 

Acton  -  Minor  Chord;  Amherst  -  For  the  Record,  Food  for  Thought;  Arlington  -  Wood  and  Strings;  Boston/Cambridge  -  Boston  Compact  Disc,  New  Words, Tower, 
Harvard  Coop,  Glad  Day,  Sandy's  Music,  Music  Emporium;  Gloucester  -  Gloucester  Music;  Jamaica  Plain  -  Arborway  Video  and  Sound,  Crones'  Harvest; 
Northampton  -  Lunaria,  Dynamite,  Main  Street  Records;  Provincetown  -  Womencrafts;  Bridgeport,  CT  -  Bloodroot;  Hartford,  CT  -  Al  Franklin's,  Reader's  Feast; 
New  Haven,  CT  -  Goldenthread,  Yale  Coop;  Portsmouth,  NH  -  Musicsmith,  Sessions,  Rock  Bottom;  Newington,  NH  -  Paperback  Booksmith;  Providence,  Rl  - 
Visions  and  Voices,  Dorrwar;  Brattleboro,  VT  -  Everyone's  Books;  Burlington,  VT  -  Chassman  and  Bern;  Portland,  ME  -  Amadeus;  Everywhere  -  Record  Express 


P.0  BOX  666 

JAMAICA  PLAIN,  MA  02130 
(617)  524-9406 
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Prime  time  AIDS 

As  the  epidemic  continues  to  pop  on  the  occaisonal  television 
series,  this  season's  trend  seems  to  be  PWA  mercy  killing 


Reviewed  by  Walta  Borawski 

ince  one  has  always  approached  any 
televised  depiction  of  gay  and  lesbian 
life  with  extreme  caution,  care  and  the 
good  guess  that  one  would  be 
disappointed  or  appalled,  it  is  with  this  same 
tenuousness  that  we  watch  TV  shows  dealing 
with  AIDS.  Two  of  the  recent  hour-long  10 
p.m.  (EST)  shows  have  tackled  the  subject  so 
far  this  season,  and  in  both  shows  PWAs 
(mercy-)  kill  other  PWAs. 

Law  &  Order ,  starring  Michael  Moriarty, 
and  The  Trials  of  Rosie  O'Neill ,  starring 
Sharron  Gless,  come  from  liberal  TV  mills. 
Both  shows  were  very  careful  about 
dissemination  of  knowledge,  and  both  were 
fairly  accurate  (although  not  everyone  will 
agree  with  me;  two  of  my  friends,  one  HIV 
negative  and  one  HIV  positive,  were 
infuriated  by  the  Law  &  Order  episode).  At 
any  rate,  both  shows  worked  hard  to  show 
that  AIDS  is  hell  and  that  in  some  cases 
people  who  handle  their  own  AIDS  or  the 
AIDS  of  their  loved  ones  may  do  so  in  a  way 
that  is,  like  their  lifestyles,  the  way  of 
outlaws.  Both  shows  dwelt  hard  and  long  on 
the  right  of  people  to  terminate  suffering. 

In  Law  &  Order  the  question  was,  who 
pulled  the  trigger  on  the  gun  that  took  the  life 
of  a  hunky  construction  worker?  At  first  it 
seemed  like  murder — but  as  Michael 
Moriarty ’s  character  investigated  the  case,  it 
seemed  odder  than  murder.  It  turned  out  that 
the  chief  suspect  was  a  fellow  who  had 
helped  other  PWAs  in  other  parts  of  the 
country  to  die — and  then  it  turned  out  that 
the  chief  suspect  was  HIV-positive. 

On  Law  &  Order  the  jury  acquitted  the 
suspect  of  five  of  the  six  charges  brought 
against  him,  finding  him  guilty  only  of 
reckless  endangerment.  During  the  course  of 
the  trial  the  man’s  working-class  father  took 
the  stand  and  said  his  son  had  put  a  gun  in 
the  father’s  hand  and  asked  him  to  kill  him. 
The  son  had  said  to  his  father  that  if  he  really 
loved  him,  he  would  do  it.  The  father  had 
refused — but  he  didn’t  deny  the  request  had 
come.  His  son  had  been  the  sort  of  person 
who  kept  a  tab  at  the  neighborhood  bar — but 
one  day  had  gone  in  and  prematurely  settled 
his  tab,  and  from  then  on  paid  cash  for  his 
drinks.  The  bartender  testified  to  this  quirk  in 
habitual  behavior,  and  the  jury — as  straight 
as  the  Mapplethorpe  jury  in  Cincinnati — was 
impressed  by  the  details  of  the  deceased’s 
final  weeks. 

The  jury  on  The  Trials  of  Rosie  O'Neill 
went  the  other  way — they  found  the  PWA 
who  had  shot  his  lover  guilty.  In  this  episode 
there  was  less  ambiguity  over  who  had 
pulled  the  trigger  (in  Law  &  Order  there 
was — almost  to  the  end — a  question  of 
whether  the  deceased  had  pulled  the  trigger), 
and  less  certainty  over  the  desire  of  the 
deceased  for  death.  Also,  while  the  Moriarty 
character's  feelings  over  the  PWAs  in  Law  & 
Order  were  murky  and  confusing,  Rosie 
O’Neill’s  (Sharon  Gless)  involvement  with 
her  client  was  quite  clear.  She  did  not  feel 
invulnerable  to  AIDS,  for  one  thing,  and  a 
large  part  of  her  (unsuccessful)  attempt  to 
have  the  man  cleared  of  the  charge  of  murder 
is  based  on  the  argument:  if  we  take  the  vims 
as  a  common  enemy,  can  we  avoid  taking 
compassion  as  a  common  tool  in  handling 
the  case? 

Well,  obviously  not.  But  along  the  way, 
O’Neill  meets  a  heterosexual  woman  with 
AIDS  in  a  doctor’s  waiting  room.  The 
woman  acquired  the  virus  from  her  husband, 
who  did  not  get  it  from  a  homosexual 
encounter.  O'Neill  begins  to  fear  that  her  own 
estranged  husband  might  have  given  the 
virus  to  her — and  she  actually  goes  to 
confront  him  but  instead  meets  the  woman 
who  is  now  his  lover.  O’Neill  frankly  asks 
her  if  he  uses  a  condom  with  her.  The  woman 
is  taken  aback,  assures  Rosie  that  she,  the 
lover,  is  healthy,  and  that  their  mutual  man 
stopped  having  relations  with  Rosie  when  he 
started  them  with  her,  so  what  is  the  big 
deal?  “Is  that  what  he  told  you?"  asks  Rosie 
scornfully. 

We  know  that  Rosie  is  going  to  get  tested 
for  HIV,  and  that  she  will  be  negative; 
Barney  Rosenweig  and  the  CBS  people  want 
her  show  to  have  the  potential  of  a  second 
season,  after  all.  So  there  is  not  a  great  deal 
of  credible  tension  in  this  part  of  the  episode, 
but  there  is  this  walking  on  eggshells  feeling: 
they  want  very  badly  to  be  AIDS-sensitive. 
A  worker  at  the  AIDS  clinic  where  the 
suspect  and  his  late  lover  had  been  tested 
refuses  to  tell  Rosie  who  had  tested 
positively  first.  Even  after  Rosie  explains 
that  the  prosecutor  will  rey  to  use  such 


information  against  her  client,  charging 
revenge  as  a  motive  if  the  deceased  man,  say, 
had  the  virus  first,  and  the  defendant  had 
killed  him  in  anger  for  the  passing  of  HIV, 
she  is  still  refused  access.  The  clinic  worker 
explains  very  carefully  how  much  HIV¬ 
positive  people  have  to  deal  with  without 
secrets  being  disclosed.  When  Rosie 
eventually  goes  to  the  clinic  for  herself,  a 
woman  assures  her,  “We  used  to  talk  about 
high-risk  groups.  Now  we  talk  about  high- 
risk  behavior.” 

Law  &  Order  and  The  Trials  of  Rosie 
O’Neill  had  good  intentions.  But  one  has  to 
wonder:  why  two  shows — the  first  half  of 
one  season  centering  around  PWAs  mercy¬ 
killing  PWAs?  Are  the  TV  moguls  telling  us 
that  the  infection  with  the  virus  makes  us 
capable  of  anything?  Do  they  see,  as  they 
seem  to,  mercy-killing,  in  certain  instances, 
viable?  Rosie  O’Neill’s  Black  male  office¬ 
sharing  co-worker  says  to  Rosie  that  if  it  had 
been  “any  other  disease”  the  jury  would  have 
sympathized  with  the  mercy  killing.  And  yet 
on  Law  <4  Order  it  was  because  it  was  AIDS 
that  the  jury  felt  helpless  and  compassionate. 
Both  shows  wince  at  the  idea  of  the 
indignities  of  people  with  AIDS  in  the  final 
stages  of  the  disease — characters  in  both 
episodes  discuss  blindness,  dementia, 
physical  immobility. 

But  do  they  have  a  “Oh  well,  they’re  better 
off  dead”  message?  Why  is  it  that  we  cannot 
trust  these  shows?  It’s  mostly  because  the 
scripts  do  not  seem  to  come  from  within  the 
gay  community;  they  certainly  seem 
community-checked — the  details  have  been 
verified.  But  it  is  a  rare  show — the  sitcom  1 
Doctor,  Doctor,  and  the  PBS  special  Andre's 
Mother  come  to  mind — that  has  gay 
characters  and  gay  references  that  seem  to 
come  from  gay  writers. 

When  Doctor,  Doctor  had  an  episode  last 
season  in  which  a  heterosexual  woman 
doctor  refuses  to  treat  a  gay  male  patient  who 
has  admitted  to  being  HIV-positive,  the 
humor  of  the  episode  as  well  as  its  pathos 
seem  to  come  from  within  the  gay 
community — or  at  least  from  someone 
simpatico  enough  to  almost  pass  for  gay. 
Someone  like  Dr.  Stratford,  lead  character 
played  by  Matt  Freuer,  whose  humor  is  as 
gay  as  his  gay  brother  in  the  series  is  gay.  Of 
course,  the  stakes  were  less  high  in  that 
sitcom — the  man  was  not  ill,  was  not 
symptomatic,  and  the  doctor’s  refusal  to  treat 
him  was  clearly  the  result  of  irrationality 
brought  about  by  her  own  fears.  (The  doctor 
had  been  briefly  married  to  a  bisexual  male 
nurse  who  had  recently  informed  her  by 
telephone  of  his  own  HIV-positive  status. 
She  later  kisses  the  patient  she  had  shunned 
hard  on  the  mouth,  after  she  has  regained  her 
clear-headedness  about  AIDS  and  its 
transmission). 

On  the  last  season’s  episode  of 
thirtysomething  that  led  to  such  controversy, 
Melissa’s  gay  male  friend  goes  to  bed  after  a 
business  meeting  with  a  gay  man  with  whom 
he  is  working  on  an  art  exhibit  catalog. 
When  they're  in  bed,  their  post-lovemaking 
chat  is  about  friends  who  have  died,  and  their 
fears  about  being  single  gay  men  during  a 
pandemic.  It  felt  yuppie,  but  it  felt  real,  and 
the  characters  were  actually  drawn  in  much 
the  same  way  as  the  other  characters  on  the 
show;  if  they  were  less  real,  it  was  only 
because  they  were  not  regulars  and  did  not 
have  the  find-honed  detail  brought  by 
familiarity  and  fine  ensemble  acting. 

The  miniseries  based  on  Dominick 
Dunne’s  People  Like  Us,  like  the  book,  had  a 
major  character  dying  of  AIDS,  but  the 
depiction  seemed  to  come  from  the  informed 
outsider.  Dunne  knew  it  was  okay  to  have  the 
PWA’s  lover  push  his  lover  out  the  door  with 
a  jocular  “AIDS  before  beauty”  because  this 
was  actually  true  to  their  handling  of  class 
difference,  and  the  illness  of  the  (richer, 
white)  lover. 

Given  the  fact  that  in  mainstream 
Hollywood  movies  our  only  exposures  to  the 
virus,  as  it  were  have  been  in  the  not-so-very 
mainstream  Parting  Glances  and  Longtime 
Companion,  television  has  actually  been 
more  daring.  Some  viewers  have  denounced 
its  interest  as  “Disease  of  the  Week” 
dismissal — and  it  is  true  that  TV,  in  various 
series  of  movies,  has  taken  on  Down 
Syndrome,  cancer,  and  several  illnesses  not 
frequently  dealt  with  in  feature  films.  But  we 
don’t  have  Eliot  killing  Nancy  on 
thirtysomething  because  she  has  ovarian 
cancer.  He  does  go  out  to  a  bar,  gets  drunk 
and  admits  to  his  friend  Michael  that  he  finds 

(.ononued  on  IS 
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ACCOMODATIONS  COUNSELING 


OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerty  Road 
Boston.  M  A  02115 
(617)267-2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 

JAMES  F.  LEATH,  R.  Ac. 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 
Somerville,  MA 
Porter  Square  T 
(617)  628-9547 

ALCOHOL/DRUG 

TREATMENT 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

332  Newbury  St. 

Boston.  M A  02115 
(617)  267-0900 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spoflord,  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

BICYCLES 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 

SCHOOL 

351  Broadway 

Cambridge.  MA 

(617)868-3392 

T.  W.  F.  Sat:  10-6,  Th:  12-8 

•Repairs  -Parts  -Work  space 


MIRIAM  ROSENBERG, 

M.D.,  PhD 

Child  and  Adult  Psychiatry 
20  yrs.  serving  lesbians,  gay 
men  and  their  children 
(508)  358-7512 
Close  to  Boston 

DEBRA  B.  TRUSKINOFF, 
UCSW 

Indlv,  couples,  groups  -  For 
recovery  from  abuse,  shame, 
incest,  addictions,  losses 
Belmont/Brighton  484-1553 


BOOKS 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 

673  Boylston  St. 

Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)267-3010 

NEW  WORDS:  A  WOMEN  S 
BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-5310 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR  RITA  L  FIELD, 
HARMONY  HOUSUC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 
Somerville.  MA  02143 
(617)  628-9547 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)232-7200 

CLEANING 

SERVICES 

ARTHUR'S  CLEANING 
SERVICE 

CommerdaJ  a  Residential 
Boston,  Suburbia  Upper  and 
Lower  Cape  Cod 
1-617-202-8629  Message 
24  Hour  Beeper  Service 
1-617-230-8067  Display 
Excellent  References  - 
I  do  windowsl 

CLEAN  SWEEP 

Residential  cleaning 
Cambridge/Somenrille 
References  available 
(617)623-0266 

THE  CLEANING  CREW 

General  cleaning 
Odd  jobs.  References 
Bonded,  Insured 
(508)  657-4894 

COMPUTER 

SERVICES 

HOSKEN  &  ASSOCIATES 

•  Software  •  Hardware 
Networks  •  Maintenance 

•  Trouble-shooting 
(617)  445-8130  Anytime 

RON'S  HYPERTYPER 

Creative  desktop  publishing/ 
word  processing.  Make  your 
resumes,  manuscripts  and 
flyers  shine.  (617)628-9096 


FRAMINGHAM 

COUNSELING 

COLLABORATIVE 

254A  Cochituate  Rd.  rt.  30 
Framungham.  MA  01701 
(508)  626-0133 

ANDOVER 

PSYCHOTHERAPY 

Gerald  Matison,  LICSW 
Jayna  Klatzker,  LICSW 
(508)  475-6950 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 

1368  Beacon  St..  Suite  109 
Boston,  MA  02146 
(617)  739-7860 

THE  DELPHI  CENTER 

Cheryl  Procaccinl,  LICSW 
44  Billings  Rd. 

N.  Quincy,  MA  02171 
(617)  786-0137 

STEPHEN  HARRINGTON, 
M.A.  6  Bigelow  St. 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
(617)491-0968 
Counseling  for  lesbians  &  gay 
men,  individuals  &  couples 

JOURNEYWOMEN 

A  feminist  psychotherapy 
collective 

240A  Elm  St..  Davis  Sq. 
Somerville,  MA  02144 
(617)  776-9232 

MAREA  MURRAY,  UCSW 

Kenmore  Healing  Arts 
(617)  267-6525 
Recovery/ACOA,  HIV/  AIDS 
issues,  gay/lesbian  sexuality 

ROHRBAUGH  ASSOCIATES 
929  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)876-6110 
Insurance  Accepted,  Fees 
Negotiable 

SOUTH  END  COUNSELING 

596  Tremont  St. 

Boston.  MA  02118 
(617)437-9643 

TAPESTRY,  INC 
20  Sacramento  St. 
CAmbrkjge.  MA 
(617)661-0248 

WINGS  THERAPY 
COLLECTIVE 

60  1/2  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 
(617)8768438 

WOMEN'S  COUNSELING 
ASSOCIATES  OF 
SUDBURY  VALLEY 

Psychotherapy  services 
lor  Metro-West  Lesbians 
(508)  443-2329 


Ongoing  group  for 
lesbians  and  bisexual 
women.  Individual  therapy 
Couple  therapy 
(617)492-7843 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES 
FLORAL  DESIGN 

12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Square,  MA 
(617)  9264289 

FUNCTIONS 
AT  YOUR  SERVICE 
Formal  dinners,  fundraisers, 
cocktal  parties,  business 
(unctions,  joining/union 
ceremonies 
(508)  689-0217 

GRAPHIC  DESIGN/ 

DESKTOP 

PUBLISHING 

GAY  COMMUNITY 
NEWS  DESKTOP 
PUBLISHING  SERVICE 

62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 

call  Wayne:  (617)  353-1925 

Adrianna :  (617)  426-4469 

HAIR  SALONS 

B.  CUMMINGS 

309  Shawmut  Ave. 

Boston.  MA  02118 
(617)  3365356 
Wed.-Sat.  10-6 

UNEAR  HAIR  DESIGN 

55  Dartmouth  SL,  Boston 
We  carry  the  complete  Aveda 
Aroma  Therapy  Hair,  Skin 
care  and  Make-up  line 
Tubs,  and  Sat.  65  Wed.-Fri. 
69  Walk-in  or  appt.  247-0202 


DENTISTRY 

DR  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR  PAUL  GROIPEN 
Da  KIRK  BANKHEAD 

1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)364-5500 

Da  JOHN  BARNA 

790  Boylston  St. 

Boston,  MA  02199 
(617)3561500 

EATING 

DISORDERS 

VALERY  ROCKWELL, 
M.Ed.  Anorexia.  Bulimia. 
Compulsive  Eating 


business  owner-author-fim/ 
comnrts  actor.  Free  brochure 
A  introductory  session. 
Ca^t>ridga,  Boston 
(617)  8668448 

LAWYERS 

ATTORNEY  FRANK  R 
MCKELSON 
8  Faneuil  Hall 
Marketplace  5th  FL  Loft 
Boston.  MA  (617)367-0414 


HEALTH 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 
Holistic  Health  Referral 
Sen/ice  Psychotherapy, 
Bodywork,  Movement, 
Nutrition  and  Spiritual 
Counseling 

(617)  2668122,  M-Th,  12-7 

FENWAY  COMMUMTY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

16  Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA 
(Medical  Center  and  HIV 
Outpatient  Clinic:  267-7573) 

A  93  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Boston,  MA  (Mental  Health, 
Research,  Community 
Services:  267-0900) 

FEMINIST  HEALTH 
CENTER  OF  PORTSMOUTH 

STD  clinic  lor  men  and 
women  Mon.  eve6.:  free 
anon.,  HIV  counseling  A 
testing.  (603)436-7588 
232  Court  St 
Portsmouth,  NH  03801 

DR.  DAVID  A.  RUSSELL 
A  gay  physician  specializing 
in  health  care  lor  the  gay  A 
lesbian  community 
142  Berkeley  SI.  at  Colurribus 
Ave.  (617)  247-7555 

HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 
Housekeeping  Service 
Weekly,  bi-weekly,  monthly 
and  special  occasions 
(617)7762271 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L  COLUNS,  CLU 

Congress  St.,  PO  Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 
1-800-352-3185 

NANCY  GREENWOOO 

40  Hampshire  St. 

Lawrence,  MA  01840 
(508)  6867676 

JOB  COUNSELING 

Help  from  hands-on  public/ 
private  sector  executive- 


PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 

94  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  524-6822 

REAL  ESTATE 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage: 

Midge  Batelle,  Barry  Wing 
726  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

THE  PRUDENTIAL 
GIBSON  REAL  ESTATE 

654  Center  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130(617)522-1115 
Trisha  SoBo,  Janet  Deegan 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

AM  TIKVA 

Boston  s  Community  of 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Jews 
PO  Box  11,  Carrtoridge.  MA 
02238  Events  phone: 
(617)9262536 

RESTAURANTS 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 

12  LaGrange  St.  in 
Downtown  Boston 
(617)338-7037 

RETAIL 

CRONES'  HARVEST 

761  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
(617)983-9530 
TTY-TTD  9529 
M-S  167.  Su.  12-6 

TAXES/  AUDITING/ 
BOOKKEEPING/ 
FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

ULJUAN  GONZALEZ 
Certified  Public  Accountant 
126  State  St. 

Boston.  MA  02109 
(617)  5261060 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 

Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  Si. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130(617)524-7565 

WHOLISTIC 

HEALTH 

SERVICES 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

Acupuncture,  Chiropractic. 
Massage  A  Polarity 
338  Newbury  Street 
Boston,  MA  (617)  267-0900 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 

76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Patk  Plaza 
(617)  482-2900 


WOMEN’S  NIGHT 
CLUBS 

INDIGO  -  A  Club  for  Women 

823  Main  St. 

Cambridge,  M  A  02139 
(617)  497-7200  Th.  4,  PM-2 
AM.  F  4  PM-2  AM.  Sat.  9  PM- 
2  AM,  Sun.  9  PM- 1  AM 


186  Hampshire  Street 

Cambridge,  MA  02139  •  (617)  876-5310 

A  10-minute  walk  from  the  Central  Square  T 


m 


New  A  WOMEN’S 
RDS  BOOKSTORE 


\o  - 


Books  •  Journals  •  Records  &  Tapes 
Feminist  &  Multi-Cultural  Presses 
Cards  •  Posters 
Non-sexist  Children's  Books 


Full  mail  order  services  available 

10-6  Tues,  Wed,  Friday,  Sat  •  10-9Thurs  •  12-6  Sunday 


GCN  needs  volunteers  to  do 
lots  of  things.  Don't  miss 
this  chance  to  help  out 
your  favorite  weekly.  Call 
426-4469  for  more  details. 


OF  SAVING  % 


WITH  A  HOME 
SUBSCRIPTION  TO 


□  2  year  (98  issues)  $67 

□  3  years  (147  issues)  $95 

□  6  months  (25  issues )  $25 

□  6  months,  low  income  $14 

\ 

Name _ 

Address _ 

City _ 

State _ Zip _ 

□  New  Subscription  □  Renewal 

□  VISA  □  Mastercard 

Acct.#: _ 

Expiration  date: _ 

Charge  Amount:  $ _ 

Signature: _ 

□  I  am  interested  in  GCN's  Sustainer 
Program  (pledging  $120+fyear) 

□  I  am  donating  $ _ toward  a  free 

sub  for  a  lesbian  or  gay  prisoner. 

Payment:  Check  one: 

□  Enclosed  is  my  check  or  money 

order  to  GCN  for  $ _ 

□  Please  charge  my  subscription  to 

my  credit  card  (complete  all  credit 
information  above) 

Foreign  subscriptions,  add  50%  payablo  with  a 

postal  mo  nay  onto  r.  GCN's  subscription  rates 
are  tor  wtthin  the  U.S.  APO  &  FPO.  Amounts 
received  In  excess  ot  the  subscription  price  will 
be  considered  donations.  GCN  Is  published  by 
the  non-profit ,  tax-exempt  Bromfleld  Street 
Educational  Foundation. 


Help  us  spread  the  wort  by  seeding  t 
complimentary  copy  of  GCN  to: 

.  - 

Name 

Address 

m  v  ippp  mu 

Citv 

State 

Zip 

‘  ;T:  ’  j 

m 

62  Berkeley  St.  Boston,  MA  02116 


Affirmed 


Marlon  Riggs'  new  video  short  explores  relations  between 
black  gay  men  and  the  larger  African-American  community 


Reviewed  by  Phil  Harper 

he  good  news  is  that  Marlon  Riggs  just 
keeps  on  working.  The  better  news  is 
that,  with  each  new  production,  the 
black  gay  film-  and  videomaker 
illuminates  new  facets  of  contemporary  life 
in  the  African-American  community,  paying 
particular  attention  to  black  gay  men’s 
conflicted  relationship  with  it. 

Riggs  seemed  to  burst  onto  the  gay  and 
lesbian  cultural  scene  in  1989  with  the 
release  of  his  landmark  video.  Tongues 
Untied,  which  explores  black  gay  male 
experience  through  a  montage  of  poetry 
performance,  dance,  documentary  footage, 
and  personal  meditation  (see  GCN  Feb.  25- 
March  3  and  May  6-12,  1990).  The  power  of 
the  work  impressed  audiences  across  the 
United  States  and  abroad,  and  its  success 
conferred  upon  Marlon  Riggs  a  celebrity 
status,  at  least  within  the  limited  context  of 
the  gay  and  lesbian  community. 

Those  of  us  who  have  been  fortunate 
enough  to  see  or  speak  with  Riggs  in  person 
know  that  he  does  full  justice  to  the  role  of 
spokesman  that  has  been  thrust  upon  him, 
bringing  to  it  a  full  complement  of 
intelligence,  integrity  and  good  humor.  What 
many  people  still  do  not  know  is  that  Riggs 
was  a  highly  productive  videomaker  before 
Tongues  Untied,  working  throughout  the  ’80s 
on  a  whole  range  of  projects  for  independent 
distribution  and  for  broadcast  on  public 
television,  and  earning  numerous 
awards — including  an  Emmy — for  his  work. 

In  its  synthesis  of  different  art  forms  and 
various  techniques  of  visual  narrative. 
Tongues  Untied  actually  represented  a 
departure  for  Riggs,  whose  previous  work 
(including  a  study  of  racial  stereotypes  in  the 
early  20th  century  U.S.)  had  been  in  a 
relatively  traditional  documentary  format. 
Now,  with  his  new  piece.  Affirmations,  Riggs 
returns  to  a  slightly  more  linear,  slightly 
more  didactic  format  than  was  evident  in 
Tongues  Untied.  And  yet,  in  many  ways. 
Affirmations  continues  what  Tongues  Untied 
began.  It  is,  after  all,  a  further  exploration  of 
the  experiences  of  black  gay  men,  and  it 
starts  by  focusing  on  one  specific  experience 
of  one  specific  black  gay  man  (Reginald  T. 
Jackson,  already  familiar  to  viewers  of 
Tongues  Untied  as  the  Grand  Diva  of  snap), 
who  introduces  the  piece  by  describing  the 
sexual  experience  that  was  his  initiation  into 
gay  male  life  and  culture. 

From  there,  the  video  develops  into  a  more 
general  treatment  of  black  gay  men’s 
relations  with  the  larger  African-American 
community  once  they  identify  as  gay.  Built 
on  footage  of  a  recent  African-American 
Freedom  Day  parade  in  Harlem,  this  section 
of  the  piece  dramatizes  the  alienation  of  the 
black  community  that  many  black  gay  men 
experience:  as  onlookers  of  the  Freedom  Day 
procession  cheer  the  various  bands  and 
community  groups  that  constitute  the 
majority  of  the  parade,  members  of  New 


York  City’s  Gay  Men  of  African  Descent 
suddenly  take  center  stage  in  the 
proceedings.  The  resultant  homophobic 
reactions  of  crowd  members  (jeers  to  the 
effect  that  gays  are  “not  part  of  the  African 
tradition,”  and  that  black  gays  have  “got  to 
go”)  coupled  with  the  equally  vehement  pro- 
gay  response  of  the  GMAD  members 
adequately  demonstrate  just  how  problematic 
any  act  of  black  gay  self-affirmation  is  in  the 
context  of  a  homophobic  African-American 
community. 

The  difficulties  black  gay  men  face  are 
summarized  in  their  own  words  in  the 
concluding  portion  of  the  piece,  which 
consists  of  video  footage  of  the  same 
Freedom  Day  parade  overlaid  with  an  audio 
track  featuring  black  gay  men  speaking  of 
their  feelings  of  alienation  from  the  African- 
American  community.  The  repeated 
references  to  a  sense  of  “self-division”  and  a 
need  for  the  “reintegration”  of  black  gay 
people  into  the  black  community  (along  with 
the  strains  of  the  traditional  freedom  song 
that  accompany  the  spoken  words)  imbue 
this  concluding  section  of  the  tape  with  a 
poignancy  that  matches  the  meditative 
moments  of  Tongues  Untied. 

The  title  of  Affirmations  may  be 
misleading  if  we  think  of  the  word  as 
connoting  unabashed  support  for  a  people’s 
sense  of  identity;  Riggs’s  video  does  not 
present  such  a  positive  picture  precisely 
because  it  is  concerned  with  depicting 
realistically  the  conditions  that  black  men 
face  as  we  struggle  to  achieve  a  position  of 
respect  within  the  Afro-American 
community.  Similarly,  Riggs’s  work  doesn’t 
provide  answers,  but  rather  raises  questions. 
It  is  by  raising  these  questions — difficult, 
discomfiting,  and  painful  questions — that 
Riggs  assures  us  that  we  are  not  alone  in  our 
sense  of  self-division,  and  thus  provides  us 
with  an  ultimate  affirmation  even  in  the 
midst  of  our  struggle.  □ 


BLACK  HISTORY 
MONTH  ISSUE 

Would  you  like  to  contribute 
articles, artwork  or  ideas  for  our 
special  Black  History  Month 
Issue  to  be  published  in 
February?  Maybe  you'd  like  to 
help  coordinate  this  GCN 
tradition  and  help  make  this 
year's  Black  History  Month  Issue 
our  very  best  ever. 

Please  call  Chris  Wittke  in 
Features  at  (61 7)  426-4469  to 
discuss  ideas,  or  drop  us  a  line 
at  GCN  Features,  62  Berkeley 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02116 
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Going  to  Cuba  has  been  a 
dream  of  mine  for  years.  I 
grew  up  listening  to  Cuban 
music  and  hearing  stories 
about  the  Cuban 
Revolution.  As  I  grew 
older,  I  was  drawn  to 
something  so  radically 
different  only  90  miles  off 
the  coast  of  Honda.  Almost 
ten  years  ago  I  planned  a 
trip  to  Cuba,  but  then 
Reagan  re-established  the 
travel  ban  and  my  trip  was 
cancelled.  Having  been  involved  in  anti¬ 
intervention  and  solidarity  activism  for  many 
years,  I  had  the  opportunity  to  travel  to 
Nicaragua  in  1985.  Last  year  with  the 
devastating  defeat  of  the  Sandinistas  in  the 
Nicaraguan  elections  and  with  the  upheaval 
throughout  the  “Socialist”  world,  I  knew  I 
had  to  go  to  Cuba.  I  wanted  to  go,  in  part, 
because  I  was  afraid  if  I  waited  longer 
Revolutionary  Cuba  might  not  exist  and  I 
also  wanted  to  see  for  myself  what  Cuba  was 
like.  I  needed  to  find  out  whether  or  not  the 
Cuban  Revolution  was  something  I  could 
look  toward  for  hope. 

As  an  out  lesbian  I  had  fears  and 
uncertainties  about  going  to  Cuba.  I  knew  I 
wanted  to  meet  and  talk  with  Cuban  gay  men 
and  lesbians.  As  North  American  gay  and 
lesbian  people,  we  often  presume  we  know 
the  course  lesbian  and  gay  liberation  should 
take  throughout  the  world.  For  years  I’ve 
heard  stories  of  gay  and  lesbian  persecution 
in  Cuba.  I  wanted  to  find  out  how  much  of 
what  I  heard  was  true  and  what  had  changed. 
With  all  this  in  mind  I  decided  to  go  on  July 
25  during  the  five  days  of  the  Carnival.  I 
arrived  in  Havana  with  my  four-year-old  son 
on  the  eve  of  the  celebration 
commemorating  the  31st  anniversary  of  the 
Revolution. 

My  first  days  in  Havana  were  spent  easing 
out  of  culture  shock  and  wandering  about  the 
city.  Having  been  to  other  “Third  World” 
countries  and  coming  from  the  heart  of  San 
Francisco’s  Mission  District  (where  it  is 
common  to  see  people  digging  through 
garbage  for  something  to  eat  and  others 
wrapped  in  layers  of  clothes  asleep  on  a 
stoop),  I  was  very  moved  by  how  well  the 
people  in  Cuba  live.  Unlike  the  majority  of 
countries  in  the  world,  including  the  U.S., 
everyone  in  Cuba  has  the  right  to  a  home, 
employment,  and  adequate  food.  Education 
and  health  care  are  free  at  all  levels  and  of 
high  quality.  Women  are  guaranteed 
maternity  leave  at  full  pay  for  18  weeks. 
Abortion  is  legal  and  free,  as  is  birth  control. 
Women  and  men  receive  equal  pay. 
Childcare  is  widely  available  and  the  cost  is 
based  on  income.  Elderly  people  receive  free 
in-home  care  with  cooked  meals,  house 


cleaning  and  medical  care.  During  my  five- 
week  stay  I  saw  only  one  homeless  person, 
and  he  told  me  he  had  been  thrown  out 
because  he  drank  too  much.  Several  times  I 
was  approached  by  young  men  who  wanted 
me  to  change  dollars  for  pesos  so  they  could 
buy  hard-to-come-by  commodities  in  the 
dollar  stores  that  are  part  of  the  tourist 
industry  designed  to  earn  Cuba  much- 
needed  dollars. 

My  first  week  in  Havana  I  wondered  if  I 
would  ever  find  gay  men  and  lesbians!  I  got 
several  false  leads  from  foreigners  before  I 
decided  the  only  way  I  would  find  out 
anything  was  by  being  blatant  with  the 
Cubans.  I  began  to  initiate  discussions  with 
just  about  anyone — people  on  the  bus,  men 
who  approached  me  on  the  street,  and  the 
people  who  worked  at  the  hotel  where  I 
stayed.  I  regret  it  took  me  so  long  to  come 
out  at  the  hotel  because  news  spread  fast  and 
suddenly  all  the  women  working  there  were 
smiling  and  going  out  of  their  way  to  be 
friendly  and  I  realized  most  of  them  were 
dykes! 

Alfredo,  a  young  Cuban  tour  guide,  was 
one  of  the  first  people  I  talked  to  at  length 
about  Cuban  gay  and  lesbian  people.  He 
was  straight  and  an  impassioned  and  critical 
supporter  of  the  Revolution.  He  told  me  that 
Cuba  being,  as  he  put  it,  a  “macho”  society 
makes  it  hard  for  gay  people  to  be  out,  but 
among  artists  and  musicians  it  was  more 
open  and  no  one  made  a  big  deal  of  it.  We 
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an  ongoing  phenomena.  The  film  Improper 
Conduct  portrayed  the  “rehabilitation  camps” 
as  an  on-going  reality  and  the  film  stirred  up 
a  lot  of  negative  feelings  in  our  community 


I  regret  it  took  me  so  long  to  come  out  at  the 
hotel  because  news  spread  fast  and  suddenly 
all  the  women  working  there  were  smiling  and 
going  out  of  their  way  to  be  friendly  and  I 
realized  most  of  them  were  dykes! 


talked  about  the  campaign  in  the  mid-’60s  to 
“rehabilitate”  pimps,  drug  dealers, 
prostitutes  and  homosexuals. 
Homosexuality  was  often  associated  with 
prostitution  because  the  most  visible  gays 
were  prostitutes.  Prostitution  was  seen  as  a 
product  of  capitalism  so  homosexuality  was 
also  seat  in  this  context.  During  these  years 
camps  were  set  up  specifically  for  the 
“rehabilitation”  of  these  groups  of  people. 
This  practice  ended  in  the  late  '60s.  The 
“rehabilitation  camps”  have  often  been 
referred  to  in  arguments  against  supporting 
the  Cuban  Revolution  as  though  they  were 


A  world  history  class  at  a  rehabilitation  center  for  people  with  disabilities 


about  the  Cuban  Revolution.  I  do  not 
discount  the  entire  movie,  especially  not  the 
personal  accounts,  but  one  must  keep  in  mind 
that  its  directors  were  neither  out  gay  people 
nor  progressives.  In  fact,  one  of  them  is 
active  in  the  right-wing  Miami  exile 
community.  The  intention  of  Improper 
Conduct  was,  I  believe,  to  discredit  the 
Revolution,  not  to  advance  gay  and  lesbian 
liberation.  Considering  that  the  gay/lesbian 
movement  has  been  such  a  driving  force  in 
the  solidarity  movement,  this  kind  of 
propaganda — portraying  real  concerns  but 
distorting  the  context — has  hurt  the  potential 
for  solidarity. 

Alfredo  spoke  of  the  “rehabilitation 
camps”  with  a  deep  and  heart-felt  criticism. 
He  told  me  he  believed  any  kind  of 
persecution  or  discrimination  of  gay  people 
was  completely  wrong.  I  soon  found  out  that 
this  sentiment  was  not  uncommon.  Many 
straight  people  voiced  the  same  criticisms  of 
past  mistakes,  as  well  as  their  belief  in 
equality  and  respect  for  people’s  differences. 

I  met  a  gay  doctor  named  Juan  Carlos  who 
told  me  this  story:  One  evening  he  went  to  a 
university  party  with  a  straight  friend.  As  he 
watched  people  dance  he  noticed  many  same- 
sex  couples  mixed  in  with  straight  couples. 
For  a  while  he  watched  quietly  and  then  said 
to  his  friend,  “Hey,  what  is  this?"  His  friend 
shrugged  and  said,  “Oh,  them.  Well,  they’re 
homosexuals.”  Juan  Carlos  told  me  he  was 
surprised  at  how  accepting  his  friend  was. 
For  years  he  had  been  afraid  to  be  “out”  to 
him.  He  told  me  that  this  was  one  example  of 
the  evolution  of  attitudes  on  this  issue, 
especially  among  young  people. 

I  was  sitting  with  a  group  of  young  men 
exchanging  information  about  people  in  the 


U.S.  and  people  in  Cuba.  They  spontaneously 
started  discussing  who  of  their  classmates 
were  gay.  We  had  a  lively  discussion  about 
changed  attitudes.  They  told  me  of  several  of 
the  gay  hang-outs  in  Santiago  de  Cuba.  They 
were  comfortable  and  open  and  like  many 
others  expressed  that  they  thought  everyone 
should  be  who  they  are  without  any 
problems.  Though  they  all  felt  strongly 
supportive  of  the  socialist  process  in  Cuba, 
they  were  critical  of  the  Communist  Party 
stance  that  still  bars  openly  gay  members 
from  its  ranks. 

Earlier  that  week  I  had  spent  the  day  with 
one  of  the  leaders  of  the  Cuban  Communist 
Party  in  Santiago.  He  told  me  the  Party 
position  is  that  homosexuals  are  not  stable 
enough  and  therefore  are  incapable  of 
maintaining  firm  politics  and  motivation.  We 
had  a  long  discussion  in  which  I  argued  that 
in  the  U.S.  some  of  the  strongest  support  and 
identification  with  revolutionary  movements 
have  come  from  the  gay  community.  He  told 
me  was  that  most  of  the  gay  people  he  knew 
were  either  apolitical  or  anti-revolutionary. 
We  talked  about  the  mistakes  made  early  in 
the  Revolution  that  may  have  contributed  to 
this  phenomenon,  as  well  as  the  mistake  of 
barring  gay  people  from  the  Party.  Not 
surprisingly,  I  did  meet  several  gay  men  and 
lesbians  within  the  Party.  I  learned  that  the 
exclusion  of  lesbian  and  gay  people  is  being 
put  forth  as  an  important  issue  for  the 
Communist  Party  Congress  in  January. 

My  connection  to  gay  men  and  lesbians  in 
Cuba  came  about  through  the  help  of  a 
straight  man,  Rafael,  whom  I’d  met  in  old 
Havana.  A  day  after  I  told  him  of  my  search, 
he  came  to  me  with  names  of  three  tea  houses 
known  to  be  gay/lesbian  hang-outs.  We  went 
together  and  found  a  mix  of  gay  and  straight 
people.  When  we  moved  on  to  the  next  tea 
house  we  ran  into  a  man  and  woman  we  had 
seen  earlier.  We  asked  them  to  join  us  and 
after  a  few  minutes  I  asked  the  woman, 
Esperanza,  “^Eres  lesbiana?"  She  looked 
directly  at  me  without  a  moment’s  hesitation 
and  answered  yes.  From  there  we  talked 
about  many  things.  She  was  19  years  old  and 
had  come  out  at  age  15  when  she  fell  in  love 
with  her  professor.  She  lives  at  home  with  her 
mother  who  knows  she  is  a  lesbian.  Though  it 
was  initially  hard  for  her,  her  mother  finally 
told  Esperanza  that  she  wants  her  to  be  happy 
and  if  being  a  lesbian  makes  her  happy,  well 
then  okay. 

Esperanza’s  relationship  with  her  professor 
lasted  three  years,  ending  because  the 
professor  was  unwilling  to  give  up  her 
heterosexual  lifestyle  and  could  not  withstand 


4n  out  lesbian  travels  90  miles  off  the  coast  of  Florida 
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battle  over  one  of  the  women’s  children. 

On  a  national  level,  what  initially  began  as 
a  workshop  has  developed  into  “The 
National  Center  for  Sex  Education.”  This 
center  is  a  government-funded  program  that 
educates  people  on  sexual  issues.  The 
program  teaches  doctors,  mental  health 
professionals,  mass  organizations  and 
schools.  Countering  homophobia  is  one  of  its 
stated  goals.  Although  it  has  not  yet  reached 
a  level  of  mass  participation,  much  work  has 


I  told  her  that  many 
gay  and  lesbian  people 
in  th  U.S.  withheld 
solidarity  from  Cuba  due 
to  the  controversy  of  the 
gay  and  lesbian  rights 
issue  in  Cuba. 


been  done  to  inform  doctors  and 
psychiatrists  that  homosexuality  is  a  healthy 
expression  of  love  and  sexuality  and  can  be 
as  fulfilling  as  heterosexuality.  The  center 
also  does  work  to  help  people  enjoy 
sexuality,  become  aware  of  their  bodies, 
birth  control,  teen  pregnancy,  equality 
between  men  and  women,  and  safe  sex. 

The  Federation  of  Cuban  Women  (FCW), 
in  which  80  percent  of  adult  women 
participate,  has  also  done  education  on  gay 
issues  in  recent  years.  They  use  material 
from  East  Germany  which,  as  its  premise, 
states  that  being  gay  is  normal  and  healthy 
and  that  gay  people  have  stable  fulfilling 
relationships.  It  also  affirms  that  persecution 
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or  oppression  of  people  based  on  their 
sexuality  is  completely  unacceptable.  The 
FMC,  as  well  as  the  other  mass 
revolutionary  organiza  tions,  have  never  had 
a  policy  of  barring  gay  people.  These 
organizations  involve  the  majority  of  the 
population,  whereas  only  two  percent  of  the 
population  makes  up  the  Communist  Party. 

I  left  Cuba  feeling  a  lot  of  hope  for  what  I 
saw,  heard  and  experienced.  Others 
doubtless  may  have  a  less  positive 
experience  of  being  out  in  Cuba  and  I 
certainly  would  not  presume  to  speak  for 
Cuban  lesbians  and  gay  people.  I  speak  only 
of  my  experience  and  what  I  was  told  by  gay, 
lesbian  and  straight  people  in  Cuba.  When  I 
returned  to  the  U.S.  I  was  met  with  questions 
and  statements  such  as:  “I  would  never  go  to 
Cuba.  They  hate  gay  people  there,”  and 
“Weren’t  you  scared?  I  heard  they  kill  gay 
people  in  Cuba.”  I  realized  what  distortions 
and  misinformation  exist  in  our  community 
about  Cuba.  While  it  is  true  that  right-wing 
death  squads  killed  hundreds  of  us  in 
Colombia,  such  a  thing  has  never  happened 
in  Cuba.  I  can  honestly  say  that  I  felt  more 
fear  as  a  woman  and  lesbian  walking  in  my 
home  town  of  Louisville,  Ky.,  than  I  did  in 
Cuba.  This  is  not  to  say  that  Cuba  is  not  a 
heterosexist,  homophobic  society.  It  is — as  is 
the  rest  of  the  world.  The  Cuban  Revolution 
has  made  some  serious  mistakes  concerning 
gay  people,  but  the  Revolution  did  not  create 
homophobia  and  it  does  not  promote  it.  On 
the  contrary,  there  is  visible  and  deliberate 
progress  being  made. 

When  I  was  21, 1  wrote  a  story  for  English 
class.  It  was  a  fantasy  projection  into  the 
year  2000.  I  wrote  that  I  was  attending  the 
first  International  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Conference  held  in  Havana,  Cuba.  At  that 
time  this  fantasy  seemed  completely  out  of 
all  photos  by  reach.  Now,  with  the  rate  of  change  in  the 
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result  of  a  more  privileged  class  perspective. 
She  told  me,  as  other  gay  Cubans  had,  that  in 
Cuba  the  issue  is  no  longer  one  of 
persecution,  but  of  prejudice.  One  gay  man 
pointed  out  to  me  that  unlike  the  U.S.,  where 
over  20  states  have  laws  against  gay  sex  and 
anti-gay  immigration  laws  still  exist,  the 
anti-gay  laws  have  been  taken  off  the  books 
in  Cuba.  Although  anti-gay  incidents  occur 
they  are  not  carried  out  on  an  institutional 
level. 

One  story  I  heard  was  about  two  teachers 
who  were  threatened  with  being  fired  from 
the  university.  Fidel  Castro  got  wind  of  the 
situation  and  personally  told  the  institution, 
“Wait  a  minute,  you  cannot  fire  someone  for 
these  reasons.  They  are  good  teachers  and 
they  are  doing  their  job  well.”  I  also  heard 
that  recently  a  lesbian  couple  won  a  custody 


family  pressure  about  Esperanza.  Esperanza 
is  a  law  student  at  the  University  of  Havana. 
She  is  the  head  of  her  union  at  her  workplace 
and  a  leader  in  the  Communist  Youth.  When 
I  asked  what  it  was  like  for  her  to  be  in  the 
Communist  Youth  and  not  be  out,  she  told 
me,  “If  I  came  out  I  would  risk  having  to 
leave  the  Party  and  that  for  me  would  be  like 
cutting  my  heart  out.”  She  was  outraged  that 
openly  gay  people  could  not  join  the  Party, 
but  she  would  never  exchange  her  reality  for 
another  even  if  it  were  easier  to  be  gay  in 
some  other  places.  She  had  heard  about  San 
Francisco,  in  particular,  but  knew  the  other 
social  issues  of  homelessness,  employment 
and  health  care  were  of  equal  importance  to 
her. 

Esperanza  told  me  she  never  deceived 
friends  about  her  sexuality  and  that  though 
some  in  the  Communist  Youth  knew  she  was 
a  lesbian,  she  was  not  willing  to  risk  her 
membership  by  bringing  it  up  as  a  struggle. 
She  believed  change  would  come  through 
the  gradual  mass  awareness  and  education 
that  are  both  beginning  to  happen.  I  told  her 
that  many  gay  and  lesbian  people  in  the  U.S. 
withheld  solidarity  from  Cuba  due  to  the 
controversy  of  the  gay  and  lesbian  rights 
issue  in  Cuba.  She  was  very  upset  that 
people  would  withhold  support  for  this 
reason.  Though  she  agreed  it  was  right  to  be 
critical,  she  argued  that  we  could  not 
separate  this  issue  from  the  fact  that  if 
someone  gets  sick  in  Cuba,  she  does  not 
have  to  worry.  Her  full  wages  will  be  paid 
and  the  best  health  care  will  be  available  to 
her  for  as  long  as  necessary. 

Esperanza  also  pointed  out  that  she,  a 
woman  from  a  working-class  family,  was 
able  to  study  law  because  of  free  education. 
She  asked  me,  “How  can  you  decide  not  to 
support  our  Revolution  when  it  has  worked 
so  hard  to  end  racism  and  sexual  inequality 
and  when  it  has  given  us  such  a  sense  of 
pride  and  self  respect?”  I  agreed  that  the 
ability  to  overlook  these  things  had  to  be  the 


eivRAGu* 


<  « 


Introductory 

Offer-7- 
Limited  Time 

Only 


Free  ad,  free  message 
retrieval.  Imagine, 
it  won't  cost  you  a  cent 

to  get  all  those  phone 
responses  to  your  ad  and 
to  hear  all  those  great 
people,  all  wanting 
to  meet  YOU! 

Complete  and  return 
the  coupon.  We'll  take  it 
from  there. 


How  To  Hear  the  Voice 
Behind  an  Ad? 

How  To  Meet  the  Person 
Behind  the  Voice? 

Just  call. 

1-976-6060 

You  can  do  it  24  hours  a 
day.  Responding  to  an  ad 
costs  $  1 .50  a  minute. 

Questions? 

Our  customer  service  reps 
will  help  you  out.  They're  at 
(617)  252-0970  during 
regular  business  hours. 

Send  in  your  coupon  today! 

It  will  be  published  FREE! 

■  All  information  will  be  kept  in  confidence 
•  Available  through  touch  tone  phone  only 
•  FREE  message  retrieval 

Neatly  write  or  type  your  message 
(please  limit  to  35  words),  and  attach  to 
coupon.  Or  Fax  it  to  6 1 7-252-088 1 . 


Name 

Address 

Apt  # 

Oily 

Slate 

Zip 

Day  Phone  (  ) _ 

Evening  Phone  (  ) 


Mail  to:  Special  Dialogue™, 

P.O.  Box  394, 

Cambridge.  MA  02141 

You  will  be  notified  by  MAIL  when  your  ad  will 
appear  and  instructed  on  how  ro  retrieve 
the  responses  Special  Dialogue"  reserves  the 
right  to  edit  or  reject  any  ad 

GCN 


BOSTON  AREA  ADS 

SEEKS  ROMANTIC,  WELL- 
BUILT  GWM.  I’m  an  easygoing, 
sensitive  GWM,  26,  5’10\  150, 
brown  hair,  hazel  eyes,  healthy 
(HIV  neg),  affectionate,  warm  and 
caring.  I  like  dancing,  cooking 
and  quiet  times.  You’re  21-35,  at¬ 
tractive,  top,  romantic  and  enjoy 
life's  finer  tnings.  Call  for  intimate 
meeting  and  possible  relation¬ 
ship.  Honest  inquires  only. 
EXT  7107. 


WANTED:  OVERWEIGHT  (but 
solid)  hairy,  very  straight-acting, 
GWM,  28-42,  who’d  enjoy  lots  of 
attention  from  this  38-year-old  (6 
ft,  175  lbs),  balding  GWM  in  good 
shape.  I  (ike  safe  times,  movies, 
wine,  the  beach  and  staying  at 
home.  EXT  7112. 


GWM,  23,  goodlooking  and 
cleancut,  seeking  attractive  guy 
under  34  who's  “sweet  and 
gentle"  to  become  friends  with  in 
Watertown  area.  Only  drug-free, 
bright,  sincere  guy  who  is  real 
need  contact  me.  Thanks! 
EXT  7108. 


JUST  GOOD  TIMES  wanted  by 
this  good-looking,  mustached 
bottom  (32,  6T",  160  lbs,  brown 
hair,  blue  eyes).  You're  a  hung, 
good-  looking  top,  22-40,  into 
bondage,  SM,  hot  wax,  WS  and 
are  always  horny.  Masculine  jock 
a  plus.  I'll  submit  to  your  will. 
EXT  71 02. 


SINCERE,  GOOD-LOOKING 

GWM,  23,  5’9",  145  lbs,  brown 
hair  and  blue  eyes.  Seeking 
straight  appearing  guy  (18-30] 
from  southern  NH  or  northern  MA 
for  friendship  and,  if  the  vibes  are 
right,  definitely  more.  Let’s  make 
some  exciting  memories. 
EXT  7122. 


ATTRACTIVE  STUDENT.  Hard¬ 
working,  GWM,  24,  5’9‘,  150  lbs, 
brown/brown,  masculine,  in 
shape  but  not  hung,  enjoys  ten¬ 
nis,  running,  working  out,  read¬ 
ing.  Seeking  attractive  student  or 
young  professional  in  Conn  re¬ 
gion,  20-30,  any  race.  EXT  71 13. 


SEXY  NUDE!  Masculine  male, 
32,  6’1\  170,  tall,  slender,  toned, 
exhibitionist,  blue  eyes.  Desires 
fantasy  modeling,  role  playing,  J/ 
O  shows,  doctor,  etc.  Seeking 
imaginative,  bright,  passive. 
EXT7116. 


NICE  LOOKING,  5'5*,  150  lbs, 
36,  light  skin.  Seeks  a  kinda  fat 
guy,  any  age,  cleanshaven,  your 
place  and  no  drugs.  Safe  times  a 
must.  I'm  loads  or  fun,  especially 
hot  fun.  EXT  71 23. 


BEAR  SOUGHT  by  masculine 
white  male,  30,  5'8‘,  165  lbs,  for 
weekly  safe  encounter.  I’m  in  a 
long-term  relationship  and  seek 
outside  fun.  You:  tall,  masculine, 
over  200  lbs,  discreet,  mous¬ 
tache.  EXT  7114. 


HOT  &  HORNY  BLOND,  23, 

5’10',  155  lbs,  great  body  and 
very  good  looxing.  Seeking 
dominant  guy  for  hot  times, 
maybe  more.  Into  almost  any¬ 
thing.  Only  good  looker  need  re¬ 
spond.  EXT  7121. 


WHOLE  LOTTA  FUNI  GWM,  35, 
5'10‘,  300  lbs.  Seeking  a  young 
GWM  not  turned  off  by  weight. 
Enjoy  music,  sports,  movies,  etc. 
Not  looking  for  a  long-term  rela¬ 
tionship.  EXT  7127. 


ATTRACTIVE  GWM  (27)  in  good 
shape,  bright,  honest,  easygoing, 
stable.  I  enjoy  the  outdoors,  quiet 
evenings  by  the  fireplace  and 
movies.  A  nonsmoking  West 
Coast  (Oregon)  native.  Seek  simi¬ 
lar  handsome,  physically  fit  man 
of  high  moral  standards  for  long¬ 
term  monogamy.  EXT  71 15. 


GAY  WHITE  MALE:  weightier, 
very  masculine,  South  Shore 
area.  Irish-ltalian,  40,  5'11\  205 
lbs,  black/brown,  nonsmoker. 
Seeking  similar  who's  into  safe 
good  times.  EXT  7103. 


GWM,  34,  6'2*,  198  lbs,  seeks  a 
guy  with  his  act  together  who 
likes  working  out  a  good  sense 
of  humor  and  is  willing  to  get  to 
know  another  guy  through  touch¬ 
ing,  hugging,  Kissing  and  good 
body  contact  EXT  7126. 


WINTER  NIGHTS!  GWM,  32, 
5'7*,  148,  clean  cut,  good  look¬ 
ing,  sincere,  looking  for  a  "regu¬ 
lar  kinda  guy"  (clean  cut  with 
good  shape  ancf  looks),  26-30. 
Initially  as  a  friend  and  who 
knows.  It  needn’t  be  a  cold  win¬ 
ter!  EXT  71 17. 


HUNGRY  BOTTOM  wants  top 
man,  in  shape,  hung,  ready  to  fill 
me  with  fun.  I’m  31 , 5’1  O',  160  lbs, 
masculine  and  ready.  EXT  71 18. 


HANDSOME  GBM,  29,  6’2‘,  215 
lbs,  handsome  (with  receding 
hairline),  muscular,  not  always 
masculine.  Looks  for  the  good 
feelings  a  relationship  can  bring. 
Like  good  talk,  movies,  dancing. 
You:  21-45  and  looking  for  the 
same.  EXT  7104. 


GBM  seeks  straight-acting  SBM/ 
GBM  for  friendship  and  possible 
relationship.  Must  be  discreet. 
EXT  7101 . 


SEXY,  AFFECTIONATE,  GWM, 

seeks  pretty  young  men  for  dat¬ 
ing,  romance,  and  safe  sex  for 
your  great  buns.  You  must  be 
cute,  lovable,  positive  attitude. 
Give  it  a  shot.  EXT  7119. 


DOWNTOWN  GUY,  36,  5'10\ 
150  lbs,  works  out.  Clean  cut, 
cleanshaven.  Seeking  local  with 
relationship  on  his  mind.  I  like 
sports,  theatre,  arts,  nightlife.  No 
smoke  or  drugs.  EXT  7105. 


SINCERE.  WM,  35,  6T,  185  lbs, 
handsome,  masculine,  works  out 
Career-oriented  business  profes¬ 
sional  but  hot  and  creative.  Hu¬ 
morous,  probing  and  supportive. 
Seeks  similar,  very  tall  guy  for 
explosive  action,  caring  friend¬ 
ship  and/or  long-term  relation¬ 
ship.  Call  EXT  7038. 


WHAT’S  YOUR  FANTASY? 

GWM,  45,  wants  to  help  you  play 
out  your  wildest  and  most  secret 
fantasies.  We  all  have  them.  Stop 
keeping  them  to  yourself.  Now’s 
the  time  to  play  them  out  and 
have  a  good  time.  EXT  7050. 


HUNGRY  BOTTOM  wants  Top 
Man  in  shape,  athletic  and/or 
muscular  (bodybuilder)  to  fill  me 
with  fun.  Me:  25,  5’8  ,  155  lbs, 
athletic,  attractive,  nice  build.  For 
fun,  friendship  and/or  relation¬ 
ship.  EXT  7051 . 


GOOD-LOOKIN’  ITAL-AMER, 

38,  almost  5'lf,  180  lbs,  HTLV 
neg,  honest,  caring  and  bright. 
Seeking  tall,  devoted,  straight¬ 
looking  and  acting,  blue-eyed 
guy  interested  in  building  a  rela¬ 
tionship  based  on  trust,  spritual 
love  and  monogamy.  Care  about 
tomorrow  today.  EXT  7034. 


HOT,  HUNG  TOP  WANTED  by 

WM,  45,  6’,  175  lbs,  hairy.  Pump 
my  tight  hole  so  long  and  hard 
that  I  can't  walk  or  sit  when  you’re 
done.  EXT  7011. 


LATIN  LOVER  WANTED  by 

GWM,  24,  5T1",  176,  blond/blue 
eyed.  Seeks  monogamy  with  guy 
25-30  with  sense  of  humor  and 
honesty.  Teach  me  your  lan¬ 
guage.  EXT  7106. 


STRAIGHTACTING,  GWM  (29, 
5’10",  155  lbs),  handsome,  Italian, 
cleanshaven.  Seeks  similar  male, 
18-33,  who  enjoys  music,  travel, 
hot  times  and  monogamy.  Clean¬ 
shaven,  boyish,  nonsmoker  a 
plus.  EXT  7124. 


GOOD-LOOKING  BiWM,  41, 
5'6\  148.  Seeks  slim  top  in  New 
Bedford  area  for  occasional  hot 
encounters.  EXT  7111. 


PROVIDENCE-  NEW  BEDFORD 

Never  Thought  I’d  write  ad.  Tired 
of  checking  someone  out  at  bars 
pretending  not  to  be  interested. 
Missed  opportunity?  GWM,  (30, 
5’10‘,  160  Ids),  top,  good  looking. 
You:  attractive,  decent  body,  21- 
35,  honest.  Dating?  Want  more? 
EXT  7120. 


U  CARE?  I  CARE  -  GWM,  30, 
physically  fit,  spontaneous,  com¬ 
municative,  honest,  with  broad 
interests.  I  am  professional  with 
high  aspirations  and  goals.  Seek¬ 
ing  an  emotionally  giving,  profes¬ 
sional,  physically  fit,  no  drugs  or 
smoking,  with  an  open  mind  and 
heart.  0(T  71 30. 


OUT  OF  TOWN  ADS 

HORNY  WITH  SOLID  BODY.  Ital¬ 
ian  GWM,  44,  58,  220  lbs,  wants  a 
hot  top,  35-45,  into  love,  passion 
and  romance.  I  love  to  dance  and 
make  romance.  Cut  a  plus. 
EXT  7037. 


GAM.  22,  5’5\  140  lbs.  I  am 
straight  acting  and  like  travel, 
movies,  hiking.  Looking  for  white 
male,  22-32,  who  is  tun,  confi¬ 
dent,  independent.  EXT  7056. 


SEXY,  AFFECTIONATE  older 
brother.  GWM,  bearded,  36, 
solid,  mainly  top,  seeking  affec¬ 
tionate,  attractive,  masculine 
younger  brother/buddy  for  play¬ 
ful  safe  times.  Talk,  touch,  hold, 
make  love.  Fantasies  welcome 
(let  me  know).  No  commitment 
required,  just  honesty.  EXT  7045. 


BODYBUILDER,  5’10\  195  lbs, 
43,  seeks  other  muscle  stud.  Pre¬ 
fer  over  35,  over  6'  and  over  200 
lbs.  EXT  7006. 


UNINHIBITED,  EXHIBITIONIS- 

TIC  top  sought  by  artist  for  pho¬ 
tography  project  EXT  7002. 


GBM  DESIRED  FOR  THE  ART 

OF  mutual  romance,  sensitivity, 
humor,  passion,  fun,  affection 
and  respect.  Me:  GWM,  5'6\ 
blond/blue,  145  lbs,  Manhattan 
professional,  very  attractive. 
EXT  7004. 


INCREDIBLE  THROAT.  Hot, 
worked-out  body  and  a  creative 
mind  possessed  by  this  hunky, 
handsome,  married  guy,  45,  170 
lbs,  bearded.  Wants  to  please 
well-built  guy  with  thick  8‘+.  Any 
race.  Your  NYC  place.  EXT  7033. 


ATTRACTIVE  GWM  (Queens 
resident),  40,  5’1 1  *,  165  lbs.  Mas¬ 
culine,  sensitive,  affectionate, 
assionate,  romantic.  Healthy, 
o  bars.  Looking  for  young  guy 
(to  age  40)  for  close  friend,  sen¬ 
sible  intimacy.  Potentially  perma¬ 
nent,  monogamous  relationship. 
No  workaholics,  phones,  bisexu¬ 
als.  EXT  7032. 


HANDSOME  STUDENT.  GWM, 
20,  5’10',  150  lbs,  black/brown, 
into  singing,  travel,  theater, 
WDRE.  Seeks  similar  (18-25)  for 
friendship,  more  with  right  guy. 
Honesty,  laughter,  caring.  No 
drugs,  smoke  or  fraudulent  atti¬ 
tudes.  EXT  7048. 


TALL,  VERY  ATTRACTIVE  GBM, 
26,  muscular  (solid)  build.  Into 
safe  times  and  J/O  specials  with 
guys  with  big  round  protruding 
belly  only.  No  grossly  over¬ 
weights.  Tall  a  plus,  but  neces¬ 
sary.  Any  race.  EXT  7003. 


INTO  HOT  ACTION  muscle, 
sweat,  feet,  leather  with  other  in¬ 
shape  hot  guy  or  group.  Me: 
GWM  bodybuilder,  33,  mous¬ 
tache.  Call.  EXT  7041 . 


F/F  BOTTOM  WANTED.  I'm  your 
hot  F/F  top.  If  you're  a  hot,  sexy, 
horny  white  F/F  bottom,  let  me 
put  on  a  rubber  glove  and  make 
you  squirm.  EXT  7008. 


LONG-LEGGED,  sensual  bot¬ 
tom,  6’,  175  lbs,  blue  eyes,  hand¬ 
some,  sexy,  38,  manly.  Likes  to 
wear  tight  panties,  spandex, 
leather,  lingerie.  Seeks  trim,  ro¬ 
mantic  top  as  "husband”  (Orien¬ 
tal  a  plus).  Sincere  only! 
EXT  7051 


HOT,  MASCULINE  GWM,  30s. 
Hung,  smooth  butt,  dark  blond 
hair,  blue  eyes,  6’,  170  lbs.  (Top 
man  a  plus.)  Safe  only.  Do  your¬ 
self  a  favor.. .call  EXT  7043. 


CIGAR-SMOKING  DADDY 
needs  head.  Boy:  5’10‘  or  under, 
facial  hair,  not  overweight. 
Daddy:  38,  beard.  EXT  7039. 


LET’S  PLAY  DOCTOR.  Live  out 
your  ultimate  fantasy.  Call  for 
appointment.  Open  your  legs 
while  the  doctor  thoroughly  ex¬ 
amines  you.  EXT  7035. 


DAD  SEEKS  BOY:  Chunky  Ital¬ 
ian  Dad  (45)  auditioning  boys  for 
long-running  winter  performance. 
You  re  into  older  men  and  like  to 
be  talked  to  while  you're  perform¬ 
ing.  You  are  under  20,  good  look¬ 
ing  and  hungry.  No  men  posing 
as  boys.  Dad's  waiting,  son! 
EXT  7053. 


HEY  DADDY!  Boy,  35,  is  looking 
for  you.  Submissive,  hairy,  eager. 
Loves  to  serve  and  service  ag- 

§ressive,  verbal,  mature  man. 

M/BD,  spanking  etc.  Couple  or 
daddy  who  shares  his  boy  toys 
especially  welcome.  EXT  7046. 


GOOD-LOOKING 
ARTIST...GWM... young  49,  5’11\ 
175  lbs,  dark  hair  and  eyes, 
moustache... Interested  in  meet¬ 
ing  a  top  man  to  share  good,  safe 
times.  Condoms  only. ..Race  un¬ 
important.  Age  30-50.  I’m  HIV 
neg.  EXT  701 3. 


CUTE  GOM,  30,  5'1 1"  and  slim. 
Seeking  attractive  GWM  couple 
(20-40  years)  for  possible  three- 
way  action  get-togethers  and 
friendship.  EXT  7036. 


LOVE  &  DISCIPLINE.  Strict, 
handsome  GWM  seeks  relation¬ 
ship  with  charming,  affectionate 
guy  who  needs  to  be  spanked! 
EXT  701 5. 


50-YEAR-OLD  TODDLER  needs 
to  be  watered  down  and  fed  by 
experienced  Dad.  Me:  good 
looker,  good  chest,  quiet,  shy. 
You:  30+.  Looks  and  race  unim¬ 
portant.  Good  head  trip  neces¬ 
sary.  Smoke,  aroma  a  plus: 
EXT  7054. 


GWM,  a  member  of  HCM,  seeks 
other  GWM  members  of  HCM  for 
friendship.  EXT  7057. 


INTERRACIAL  GJM,  41,  5T0‘, 
155  lbs,  brown  hair,  sparkling 
blue  eyes-cute  and  lovable.  De¬ 
sires  very  masculine,  nonsmok¬ 
ing  top  black  man  mature  and 
sensitive  for  cool  nights  with  soul¬ 
ful  music  and  memorable  days. 
EXT  7005. 


SUPERHUNG  (honest!)  attrac¬ 
tive  GWM,  36,  seeks  guy  for  BIG 
J/O.  Looks  and  build  not  as  im¬ 
portant  as  size  and  attitude. 
EXT  7055. 


FEMALES  (BOSTON  AREA) 

A  TRUE  ROMANTIC.  GWF,  34, 
with  a  gentle  heart  and  eager 
spirit.  Intelligence  and  humor  are 
important  along  with  openness 
and  sincerity.  EXT  7201 . 


TIRED  OF  THE  BAR  SCENE? 

GWF|  31,  caring  and  fun-loving. 
Seeking  friend  and  relationship. 
Just  want  to  be  happy?  If  so  let's 
get  together.  Please  be  30-40. 
EXT  7202. 


OUT  OF  TOWN  ADS 

GWF,  24,  social  worker,  enjoys 
long  meaningful  conversations, 
music,  poetry  and  walks  in  the 
Village.  Seeks  honest,  intelligent 
and  caring  GF,  20s-40s,  for 
friendship  and  whatever  may  de¬ 
velop.  No  substance  abusers. 
EXT  7065. 


BiBF  seeks  BiF  or  willing  GF  to 
share  laughter  and  warm  mo¬ 
ments.  I  am  25,  feminine,  attrac¬ 
tive  and  a  shapely,  full-bodied, 
mature  woman,  if  you  are  open- 
minded  and  real,  give  it  a  try. 
EXT  7072. 


GBF  (5’7‘,  28).  Ivy  League  gradu¬ 
ate  student,  Intelligent,  romantic, 
unassuming.  Great  personality. 
Seeks  same  in  curvaceous  GF 
(30ish)  not  into  lesbian  banner- 
waving  scene,  but  must  enjoy 
budget  activities  (museums, 
parks).  EXT  7063. 


GWF,  46,  doctor,  Nobel  Prize 
candidate.  Beautiful  blonde,  femi¬ 
nine,  gorgeous  body.  Enjoy 
travel,  swimming,  dancing, 
laughing,  loving.  I’m  creative 
sensitive,  fun-loving.  Stable  and 
healthy.  I  hope  you  are! 
EXT  7062. 


PROFESSIONAL  WOMAN,  28 
years  old,  seeks  G/BiWF  for 
friendship  and  possible  intimacy. 
No  men,  couples  or  unemployed. 
I’m  5’6’,  128  lbs  and  dark  haired. 
Love  reading,  film  and  making 
out.  I  also  love  spending  qui« 
time  together.  EXT  7071 . 


SPARKLING  GWF,  cunning  pe¬ 
tite,  blue-eyed  brunette.  College 
sophomore  (19).  Looking  for  an 
intelligent  woman  20-40  for  a 
friendship-hopefully  more. 
EXT  7061. 


Listen  and  L earn 

call  1-976-6060  to  hear  the  voice  behind  the  ad. 

If  you  like  what  you  hear,  leave  a  message!  Its  that  easy. 


•  NEW  &  USED  BIKES 

•  EXCELLENT  REPAIR  SERVICE 

•  PARTS  &  ACCESSORIES 

•  TOOLS.  WORKSPACE  &  INSTRUCTION 
AVAILABLE  AT  HOURLY  RATES 

•  CALL  FOR  HOURS 


351  BROADWAY  •  CAMBRIDGE  •  868-3392 
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WRITE  FEATURES 
TAKE  PHOTOGRAPHS 
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76  ARLINGTON  STREET 
BOSTON,  MA  02116 

482-2900 

Serving  the  Community 
Since  1975 


Gay  and 
Lesbian 


617-267-9001 

tty/voice 

6 -11  PM 

Monday  -  Thursday  & 

6 -8:30  PM 
Friday  and  Sunday 

information  • 
support  •  referrals  • 
crisis  intervention 
for  the  gay,  lesbian  and 
bisexual  community 


The  Gay  and  Lesbian  Helpline 
is  a  program  of  the 
Fenway  Community  Health  Center 


DR.  JONATHAN  D.  STEIN 

CHIROPRACTOR 


Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches.  Low  back  pain.  Bursitis,  Acute  and 
Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions  resulting  from 
occupational  stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday 
appointments  available 

232-7200 


375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


ELECTRICAL  WIRING 

AND  REPAIRS  BY  PAULA 

?1 

•  RESIDENTIAL  &  COMMERCIAL 

•  FIRE  ALARM  SYSTEMS  INSTALLED 
AND  MAINTAINED  •  18  YEARS  EXPERIENCE 

•  INSURED  •  REFERENCES  AVAILABLE 

•  DIFFICULT  REHAB  &  HARD  TO  CONCEAL 
WIRING  IN  OLDER  BUILDINGS  A  SPECIALTY 

1-800-383-2978 
(508)  531-8181 
(603)  432-8181 

Massachusetts  license  #  A. 7299 
New  Hampshire  license  #  3697 
Maine  license  #  3269 

D/B/A  P.  WALACH  ELECTRICAL  CONTR. 

24  HR.  EMERGENCY  SERVICE 
WITHIN  100  MILE  RADIUS  OF  BOSTON 
All  calls  answered  promptly 


Essence 
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indicate  to  Black  lesbians  and  gay  men  that 
they  can  participate  in  both 
communities — that  in  coming  out  of  the 
closet,  they  are  not  necessarily  forsaking  the 
Black  community  for  a  white  lesbian  and 
gay  community.  The  ad  to  be  run  in  Essence 
makes  use  of  the  “Come  out,  come  home" 
theme. 

Furthermore,  Wilson  said,  “We’re 
specifically  targeting  non-gay  Afro- 
Americans,  and  non-Afro-American  gay 
men  and  lesbians”  in  the  spirit  of 
“encouraging  inclusiveness.”  He  said  that 
BGLLF  hoped  a  lesbian  and  gay  ad  in  a  non¬ 
gay  publication  like  Essence  might  increase 
Black  heterosexual  peoples’  awareness  of 
the  lesbians  and  gay  men  among  them.  In  the 
same  way,  Wilson  said,  continued  exposure 
in  the  largely  white  gay  press  might  serve  as 
a  reminder  of  the  diversity  of  lesbian  and  gay 
communities. 

Happily,  Wilson  concluded,  the  fracas 
over  advertising  in  Essence  has  created 
greater  visibility  for  BGLLF.  In  particular,  he 
said,  “Black  publications  around  the  country 
have  been  very  positive — we’ve  gotten  a 
number  of  calls  from  publications  that  say 
they  would  run  the  ad.” 

Taking  Essence  ‘to  the  mat’ 

A1  Cunningham  told  GCN  he  thought 
Essence's  waffling  over  whether  or  not  to 
run  the  gay  ad  was  an  indication  of  the 
connection  between  homophobia  and 
“racism’s  effect  on  people  of  color.” 
Cunningham,  who  is  a  staff  member  of 
Black  and  White  Men  Together  (BWMT) 
National  Task  Force  on  AIDS  Prevention, 
said  that  Black  publications  like  Essence 
often  take  culturally  conservative  business 
positions  because  they  already  feel  closely 
scrutinized  on  the  basis  of  race,  and  come  to 
view  issues  like  homosexuality  as  too  risky 
to  address. 

Cunningham  disputed  that  advertisers  in 
Essence  would  make  a  fuss  over  a 
lesbian/gay  ad,  however.  “Those 
[advertising]  contracts  are  signed  so  far  in 
advance,  I  doubt  they  even  care,”  he  said, 
adding  that  “to  use  that  ‘conservative 
readers’  ruse  is  a  sad  commentary  on  the 
state  of  affairs  in  the  Black  community 
today.” 

Cunningham  and  other  members  of 
BWMTs  Task  Force  found  themselves 
embroiled  in  a  similar  controversy  last 
month,  when  the  D.C.  Department  of  AIDS 
Activities  demanded  that  BWMT  tone  down 
an  ad  for  its  “Hot,  Homy  and  Healthy”  safer 
sex  workshop.  The  ad,  which  featured  a 
shirtless  man,  ran  without  comment  in  the 
local  gay  press,  but  caused  a  a  stir  when 
BWMT’s  local  chapter  placed  the  piece  in  a 
heterosexual  Black  magazine.  (See  GCN, 
Nov.  17.) 

“It’s  a  vicious  circle  of  kinds,” 
Cunningham  remarked.  “But  hopefully, 
through  people  like  Phil  Wilson  and  Ruth 
Waters  [Wilson’s  co-chair  at  BGLLF1]  being 
willing  to  take  Essence  to  the  mat,  we’ll  get 
somewhere.” 

Cunningham  also  said  he  was  pleased  that 
BGLLF  is  continuing  to  negotiate  with 
Essence,  because  he  thinks  the  magazine  has 
made  “the  lamest  kinds  of  concessions”  so 
far.  It  is  especially  irritating,  said 
Cunningham,  that  Essence  has  offered  to  run 
the  “Come  out”  ad  in  February,  only  a  few 
weeks  before  the  BGLLF  ,  because  potential 
conference  goers  will  have  almost  no  time  to 
plan  on  attending. 

“It’s  obvious  that  [Essence]  hadn’t  thought 
it  through,”  said  Cunningham.  “They  just 
assumed  that  BGLLF  would  fold.”  He  said 
he  was  “proud  and  pleased”  that  the 
organization  was  putting  up  a  fighL 

*Who’s  zooming  whom?’ 

Cunningham  added  that  he  thinks  “it’s 
important  to  support  BGLLF”  because  the 
organization  is  calling  Black  institutions  to 
task  for  their  own  homophobia.  In  the  case 
of  Essence,  he  said,  “It  boggles  my  mind 
what  kind  of  mentality  is  at  work  there.”  He 
pointed  to  two  recent  issues  of  the  magazine 
that  featured  cover  stories  were  about 
Whitney  Houston  and  Luther  Vandross,  two 
pop  music  icons  whose  sexual  orientations 
have  been  widely  speculated  on  in  Black 
lesbian  and  gay  communities.  “It  makes  you 
wonder  if  it’s  an  insult  to  the  intelligence  of 
Essence's  lesbian  and  gay  leadership,” 
Cunningham  said.  “Who’s  really  zooming 
whom  here?” 

Wilson  agreed  with  Cunningham  that 
BGLLF  has  a  lot  of  talking  left  to  do  with 
Essence,  but  added  that  he  was  optimistic 
about  negotiations  with  the  magazine.  “I’m 
hopeful  that  we’ll  resolve  this  in  a  fashion 
that  does  some  education  —  and  creates  an 
ally,”  said  Wilson. 

— filed  from  Boston 

GAY  COMMUNITY 


AMA 
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evidence  shows  that  health  care  providers 
pose  a  risk  to  their  patients,”  Schwarz  told 
GCN.  He  added  that  the  AMA  is  opposed  to 
changing  guidelines  for  HIV  positive  health 
care  practitioners,  a  move  currently  under 
consideration  by  the  Centers  for  Disease 
Control  (CDC).  “If  [the  CDC]  requires 
doctor  testing,  we  will  advocate  against”  the 
new  guidelines,  said  Schwartz. 

However,  he  said,  “There  is  a  delicate 
balance  between  society’s  right  to  know  and 
protecting  individual  rights.”  According  to 
Schwarz,  contract  tracing  falls  into  the 
category  of  society’s  right  to  know, 
“especially  now,  with  AZT,”  he  said. 

Many  AIDS  activists,  however,  find  this 
argument  unconvincing.  “How  early 
intervention  would  affect  the  reasons  not  to 
have  contact  tracing  is  still  vague  in  my 
mind,”  said  Bray.  He  added,  “We  still  have 
one  AIDS  drug,  and  treatment  is  inaccessible 
to  a  large  number  of  people,  particularly 
women.” 

In  addition,  said  Jeff  Levi  of  the  AIDS 
Action  Council,  mandatory  reporting  and 
contact  tracing  are  likely  to  drive  people  at 
high  risk  for  AIDS  away  from  testing. 
“There  are  studies  showing  that  where  there 
is  not  the  possibility  of  anonymity,  people 
are  testing  at  a  lower  rate,”  he  told  GCN.  “A 
lot  of  people  are  really  worried  about  the 
unknowing  partners  down  the  road,  but  if 
you  don’t  get  the  index  case  in  the  door,  you 
aren’t  going  to  get  anywhere.” 

Policies  already  in  place? 

While  AIDS  activists  expressed  frustration 
with  the  AMA  proposals,  some  also  said  that 
the  policies  advocated  by  AMA  members  are 
already  in  place  in  many  parts  of  the  country. 
According  to  a  study  conducted  last 
December  by  the  AIDS  policy  center  at 
George  Washington  University,  about  half  of 
the  states  in  the  U.S.  currently  have  some 
form  of  name  reporting  of  people  who  test 
positive  for  HIV.  At  that  time,  nine  states 
were  recording  the  names  of  all  people  who 
test  positive;  15  states  were  recording  the 
names  of  people  tested  by  clinics  and 
doctors,  but  not  those  tested  at  anonymous 
testing  sites;  and  an  additional  four  states 
were  recording  names  only  in  special 
circumstances,  as  in  cases  where  blood 
donors  were  found  to  be  HIV  positive. 

In  addition,  Levi  noted  that  a  study 
released  earlier  this  month  by  the  Journal  of 
the  American  Medical  Association  found 
that  25  percent  of  hospitals  were  testing 
patients  without  their  consent  or  knowledge. 

Nevertheless,  some  believe  that  while 
some  doctors  may  be  quietly  ordering 
routine  HIV  testing  for  their  patients,  the 
AMA  general  membership  meeting  is 
unlikely  to  ratify  either  of  the  non- 
consensual  testing  measures.  Ludington  said 
that  the  passage  of  either  of  those  resolutions 
at  the  June  meeting  would  put  the  AMA  in 
an  untenable  position. 

“It  wouldn’t  be  a  very  good  political  stand 
for  the  AMA  to  oppose  testing  of  its  own 
members  while  advocating  patient  testing,” 
he  said,  adding,  “And  the  AMA  is,  above  all, 
a  political  animal.” 

— filed  from  Boston 
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them  holding  a  stake  with  an  American  flag 
wrapped  around  it.  According  to  the  three,  a 
number  of  right-wing  students  suggested  that 
violence  against  gay  students  would  be  an 
appropriate  response  to  the  incidents  of  the 
previous  week. 

The  three  gay  students  then  attempted  to 
leave  the  meeting,  and  were  blocked  by  a 
student  carrying  the  stake,  according  to 
Silver.  After  an  argument,  the  gay  students 
were  allowed  to  leave.  “We  absolutely  ran  to 
the  elevator,”  said  Silver.  “Fortunately,  the 
elevator  door  closed”  before  students  who 
followed  them  were  able  to  enter  it. 

That  evening,  McDonald  said,  he  received 
eight  threatening  phone  calls,  including  one 
in  which  the  caller  said,  “I  want  to  kill  you, 
faggot.”  Said  McDonald,  “They’re  putting  us 
through  hell.”  Silver  added  that  she  and 
McDonald  were  afraid  to  walk  on  campus 
alone,  and  were  not  sleeping  in  their  rooms. 
On  Dec.  12,  the  LBGA  office  received  a 
bomb  threat.  A  search  by  campus  police 
found  nothing. 

A  campus  police  spokesperson  said  that 
police  were  attempting  to  trace  any  further 
calls. 

According  to  University  spokesperson 
Helen  Wise,  officials  are  hesitant  to  get 
involved.  “It’s  a  situation  involving  strong 
feelings  on  both  sides,”  she  told  GCN.  “Both 
sides  in  this  controversy  are  getting 
Continued  on  page  IS 

WS  •  DECEMBER  16-22,  1990  •  |3 


OUR  NAMES  will  be  the  major  piece  of  artwork  in  the  new  Fenway  Community  Health  Center,  scheduled  to  open  in  early 
1991  This  magnificently  sculpted  wall  of  marble,  granite,  and  limestone  will  pay  tribute  to  the  strength  and  generosity 
of  New  England's  lesbian  and  gay  community  and  its  friends  ^  OUR  NAMES  will  be  the  powerful  inscription  of  2500  names 
that  represent  the  enormous  contribution  of  this  community  toward  the  struggle  for  basic  human  rights  for  lesbian  and 
gay  people  everywhere  *  It  will  recognize  the  compassion  and  energy  that  has  made  this  community  a  model  of  what  is 
best  in  the  human  spirit  ^  OUR  NAMES  is  your  name. 

OUR  NAMES  IS  A  GIFT  THAT  WILL  LAST  FOREVER! 


Each  name  will  be  inscribed  for  a  donation  of  $  1 00.00  toward  the  completion  of  the  new  Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
^  OUR  NAMES  will  make  a  beautiful  holiday  gift  whether  for  yourself  or  a  friend-  a  gift  of  hope  and  caring  that  will  last 
forever  ^  An  acknowledgement  of  your  gift  will  be  sent. 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY  HEALTH  CENTER 


I  WANT  TO  GIVE  A  GIFT  THAT  WILL  LAST  FOREVER!  Please  list  the  following  name(s)  as  part  of  OUR  NAMES  (individuals'  names  only). 
Middle  initials  may  be  used.  Groups  and  couples  may  elect  to  have  their  names  next  to  one  another.  List  the  names  in  the  order  in  which 
you  would  like  them  to  appear.  If  you  would  like  names  with  a  hyphen  between  them,  please  insert  a  hyphen  between  those  names. 

1. _  2. _ 

address/phone _  address/phone _ 


send  a  gift  acknowledgement:  yes  no 

from : _ 

3. _ 

address/phone _ 


send  a  gift  acknowledgement:  yes  no 

from: _ 

4. _ 

address/phone _ 


send  a  gift  acknowledgement:  yes  no  send  a  gift  acknowledgement:  yes  no 

from: _  from: _ 

_ Check  made  payable  to  FCHC  Building  Project  or  _ Mastercard; _ VISA; _  AmEx 

Card  Number _ Expiration  Date _ 

Name  (as  it  appears  on  credit  card) _ 

Address _ _ _ _ 

please  return  this  form  to:  OUR  NAMES,  FCHC,  93  Mass  Ave,  Boston,  MA  021  IS.  For  further  information  call  617/247-CARE. 


TRY  OUR  DEMO  #:  617-262-7272 


Make  the  right  selection  —  Gay  Selections  —  and  meet  the  men  you  want  to  meet  from  the 
New  England  area.  Simply  listen  to  “voice  personal”  messages  from  others  who  share 
your  interests,  and  respond  with  a  message  of  your  own.  The  easy  way  to  meet  the  right  one. 


G/W 

SELECTIONS 


51.00  per  minute. 

dc  18  years  or  older.  ©  Jartel,  Inc.,  1990 


1-900-370-2266 
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threatening,  anonymous  calls." 

Added  Wise,  “If  there  were  an  incident,  it 
could  be  handled  from  a  law-enforcement 
point  of  view  or  through  the  code  of  student 
conduct”  However,  she  said,  “There  hasn’t 
been  anything  that  would  constitute  a 
violation  of  that  code.” 

Said  McDonald,  “The  university  should 
have  upheld  its  affirmative  action  policy  and 
the  laws  of  this  state  when  the  vote  first 
happened.”  He  added,  “By  their  silence,  they 
are  encouraging  gay  bashing  and 
homophobia.” 

Robert  Weinerman  of  the  Fenway  Victim 
Recovery  Program,  which  collects  statistics 
on  anti-gay  violence  and  provides  anti¬ 
violence  trainings,  says  that  the  actions  as 
part  of  an  overall  escalation  of  anti-gay 
incidents.  He  told  GCN  that  he  expects  that 
the  program  will  receive  over  100  reports  of 
homophobic  violence  in  Massachusetts  this 
year,  in  contrast  to  84  incidents  last  year. 

However,  said  Weinerman,  some  colleges 
are  experiencing  many  more  incidents  than 
others.  “Where  a  college  administration  does 
not  come  forward  and  say  that  gay  people 
have  a  right  to  be  here,  there  is  a  sense 
among  students  that  it  is  acceptable  to  harass 
and  intimidate  lesbian  and  gay  members  of 
their  community,”  he  said.  With  the  passage 
of  the  state  gay  rights  law,  Weinerman  said, 
“Colleges  in  Massachusetts  have  a 
responsibility,  like  every  other  public 
accommodation  in  the  state,  to  provide  a  safe 
environment  for  lesbians  and  gay  men." 

— filed  from  Boston 

Texas 
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AIDS  funds  that  would  have  denied  money 
to  private  agencies  that  advocated  repeal  of 
the  law.  (The  attorney  general  eventually 
ruled  that  the  plan  was  illegal.) 

Since  the  current  attorney  general,  Jim 
Mattox,  will  have  left  office  by  the  time 
Davis’s  written  ruling  is  issued,  the  decision 
about  whether  or  not  to  appeal  the  ruling  will 
be  up  to  Attorney  General-elect  Dan  Morales 
[no  relation  to  Linda  Morales],  Although 
Morales  has  declined  to  comment  on  the 
case,  he  is  expected  to  support  repeal. 

However,  another  plaintiff  in  the  case, 
Tom  Doyal,  points  out  that  the  new  attorney 
general’s  support  may  be  best  expressed  by  a 
decision  to  appeal  the  ruling.  A  ruling  by  a 
higher  court,  he  pointed  out,  would  have 
more  strength  than  that  of  a  trial  court  alone. 
Doyal  further  speculates  that  the  state 
Supreme  Court,  the  highest  court  to  which 
the  appeal  could  be  taken,  would  uphold  the 
lower  court’s  ruling. 

Suzy  Wages  of  the  Texas  Human  Rights 
Foundation  said  she  also  hopes  for  an  appeal. 
Wages  added  that  she  expects  a  long  process 
of  solidifying  the  gains  made  by  the  Morales 
case. 

Twenty-five  states  and  the  District  of 
Columbia  currently  have  laws  governing 
private,  consensual  sex  between  adults.  In 
nine  of  those  states,  the  laws  apply  only  to 
same-sex  couples,  and  in  another,  Georgia, 
only  same-sex  couples  and  unmarried 
heterosexuals  are  affected. 

As  in  similar  recent  lawsuits  in  other 
states,  Patrick  Wiseman,  the  attorney  for  the 
Morales  plaintiffs,  based  his  arguments  on 
the  state  constitution,  rather  than  the  U.S. 
Constitution,  in  order  to  avoid  the 
conservative  judges  appointed  by  the  Reagan 
and  Bush  administrations.  (For  instance,  a 
1982  ruling  against  the  Texas  law  that  was 
based  on  federal  constitutional  principles 
was  reversed  by  a  federal  court  three  years 
later.) 

Sodomy  laws  in  two  other  states, 
Kentucky  and  Michigan,  have  been  struck 
down  this  year  in  similar  lawsuits  that  were 
also  based  on  state  constitutions. 

Sue  Hyde  of  the  National  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Task  Force  said  the  three  successful 
court  challenges  mark  a  turning  point  in  the 
effort  for  legal  change.  She  told  GCN  that 
the  Morales  decision  “is  a  great  way  to  end 
1990. 

“For  the  part  of  the  gay  and  lesbian 
movement  that  is  working  on  the  repeal  of 
sodomy  laws,"  said  Hyde,  “this  is  the  best 
holiday  present  we  could  have.”  □ 

Prime  time 

Continued  from  8 

the  whole  thing  a  colossal  pain  in  the  butt. 
When  he  sobers  up,  he  sits  in  Michael’s 
office,  crying.  Our  hearts  go  out  to  him  even 
though  he  is  a  perpetual  adolescent  with 
awful  neckties  and  worse  shirts.  Why  would 
mercy-killing  Nancy  be  the  cause  of  (very 
likely)  uproar  from  many  viewers,  and  the 
mercy-killing  of  two  prime-time  persons 

GAY  COMMUNITY 


with  AIDS  be  considered  (by  most,  very 
likely)  a  believable,  comprehensible,  albeit 
unattractive,  end  to  suffering?  □ 

Washington 

Continued  from  page  6 

thought  misunderstood  the  policy  change  at 
the  Herald.  "[The  reporter]  said,  ‘That’s  a 
strong  political  statement  you’re  making.’  I 
said,  ‘Like  hell  it’s  political.’  We’re  not  on  a 
crusade.  We  are  a  newspaper  and  we  reflect 
what’s  going  on  in  our  community."  Whether 
or  not  the  feedback  is  positive,  Strick  said, 
“We’re  not  going  to  turn  back  on  that." 

—filed  from  Boston 


SUBSCRIBE  TO  GCN  AND 
WHILE  YOU'RE  AT  IT  SEND 
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SOMEONE  SPECIAL  THIS 
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The  Black  Line 


Where  all  men  are  welcome. 


1-900-468-2522 
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WAITING! 


TALK  LIVE 


NATIONWIDE! 


YOU  MUST  BE  18  OR  OLDER 
$1  PER  MIN  •  $2  1st  MIN 
01990  REAL  PEOPLE.  LTD. 
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WITHOUT  NOTICE 
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#1  IN  THE  USA! 


•  “Talking  Personals"  in  over  25  Gay  Categories 

•  Meet  Nice  Guys  for  Dating  and  Friendship 

•  Meet  Hot  Guys  that  like  to  get  REAL  WILD! 

•  Fun-Safe-Easy  to  use-Open  24  Hours 

Gay  owned  and  operated  $2.00/min. 

More  info:  (305)  565-4455,  Ext  2355 


CALL  NOW! 

1-900-646-4646 


CLASSIFIEDS 


Personals 


GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to  GCN 
Box#,  Gay  Community  New s,  62  Berkeley  St., 
Boston,  MA  02116.  This  applies  to  GCN  Boxes 
only,  not  to  P.O.  Boxes.  Mail  may  be  addressed  to 
Boxes  for  weeks  after  the  issue  in  which  it  appears. 


MAN  FRIDAY 

Live  and  eat  in  luxury  Boston  condo.  Am  seeking 
mature  (over  35)  male  to  cook  and  drive.  Some 
travel  involved.  Reply  with  tel.  #  to  Box  261  89 
Mass.  Ave.  Boston,  02115 
(22) 


I’LL  EAT  YOU  ALIVE! 

If  you  make  it  worth  my  while.  Controlling  LF  seeks 
arrogant  bitch  to  seduce.  I'll  bring  the  clothespins, 
you  bring  the  wine.  GCN  Box  403  (22) 


CHER  SOCIETY 

ACTRESS  SINGER  VAMP! 

PO  Box  770255  New  Orleans  LA  70117  (our  club  is 
worldwide  and  honors  our  innocent  vixen  and  oscar 
winning  honest  sensual  superstar  and  potential  future 
President).  (29) 


Pilots  Join  nationwide  Gay  Pilots  association. 
Connect  with  other  pilots.  Newsletter  and  personals. 
Totally  discreeL  For  more  info  send  SASE  to:  PO 
Box  1291  Alexandria,  Va  22313  (22) 


WOMEN'S  CRAFT  MARKET 

Come  celebrate  the  holidays  with  us  at  186 
Hampshire  St.,  Cambridge  (near  Inman  Square). 
Every  Weekend  throught  Dec  23rd.  Saturdays  11-5, 
Sundays  12-5.  Info:  864-5257  (23) 


Radio/Cable  for/about  us.  Send  $1  &  SASE  for 
program  list  to  John  Zeh,  1455  Chapin  St.  NW, 
Washington,  DC  20009-4510 


DO  YOU  NEED  A  QUICK  PICK-UP? 

Seeking  generous  individuals  to  donate  treasures, 
collectibles  &  services  for  the  flea  market  to  benefit 
Pride  Committee  &  G&L  Community  Ctr.  Pics  (of 
goods)  helpful  but  not  ness.!  Lv  msg  262-7760  for 
free  &  friendly  pick-up. 


THIS  IS  NO  JOKE! 

I  am  turned  on  by  short  men.  All  kinds,  the  shorter 
the  hotter.  Stocky  and  husky  builds  even  better.  I'm  a 
6'2  hairy  top  looking  for  a  special  little  man.  GCN 
Box  401 


SEND  ME  YOUR  COCK 

GM  will  exchange  Polaroids  of  his  throbbing 
manmeat  for  torrid  shots  of  yours.  Hurry!  GCN  Box 
358 


Beautiful  young  LF  seeks  tall  strong  dyke  to  fuck. 
You:  smart,  funny,  and  able  to  communicate.  Me: 
Progressive,  active  and  looking  for  a  fun,  safe  time. 
A  plus  if  you  are  into  Sinead,  are  older  and  have  a 
great  sense  of  style.  Let’s  talk!  GCN  Box  405  (22) 


Ready  for  action!  Hot,  homy,  hung  hunky  Canadian 
guys-  male  nude  photos.  Free  sample-  P.O.B  1130 
Station  H  MTL,  QUE.  H3G  2N3  (23) 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Services 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 

DENNIS  IADAROLA 

Serving  the  community  since  1974  •  Insurance  accepted 
739-7860 

PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care  'Sports  Medicine  'Diagnosis  and 
treatment  of  disease  'Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 
1755  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  232-1459 


General  Dentistry 

John  Barna,  Dmd 


581  Boylston  street  4th  floor 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02116 


BATTERED  LESBIANS 

Free  ongoing  support  group  for  women  currently  or 
formerly  experiencing  physical,  emotional,  or  sexual 
abuse  by  a  woman  partner.  For  info  and  support  call 
HAWC,  (508)  744-6841  (voice  24  hours,  TTY  9-5) 

(33) 


SUBMISSIONS  SOUGHT 

Fiction  Anthology:  Lesbian/Gay  Parenting.  Varied 
experiences,  prose  only.  Contributors  paid.  Deadline 
4/30/91.  Double  space.  SASE.  To:  Parenting 
Anthology  152  Kittredge  St  Boston,  MA  02131 


GCN  SPECIALS 


URBAN  REDECORATION! 

GCN  could  use  a  lot  of  redocoration,  too  .  Do  you 
have  any  couches  or  chairs  that  you  no  longer  need? 
Think  about  donating  them  to  your  favorite  weekly! 
Call  426-4469.  Thanks! 
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Max. 

Max. 


FLAMER! 

20  characters 

BOLD 

30  characters 


c 
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Need  more  room'  Just  keep  writing  on  i  separate  sheet  of  paper  at  a  cost  of  25«  per  word  (35«  per  word  for  business  ads). 


Basic  cost 

□  iNon-business:  $6  for  1st  25  words;  254 
for  each  additional  word. 

□  Business:  $8  for  ’st  25  words;  35®  for 
each  additional  word. 

$ _ per  ad  x _ number  of  runs 


My  category  is: 

□  PERSONALS  □  ANNOUNCEMENTS  HELP  WANTED 

□  ROOMMATE  WANTED  J  HOUSING  WANTED 

□  APARTMENTS  □  SUMMER  RENTALS  RESORTS 

□  FOR  SALE  □  PUBLICATIONS  ORGANIZATIONS 

□  SERVICES  □  RIDES  □  MOVERS  □  OTHER 


Special  heading 

□  Flamer  ($3.00  x _ number  of  runs)  S _ 

□  Bold  ($1.50  x _ number  of  runs)  $ _ 

Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $ _ 

Discounts 

□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10%  $ _ 

□  21-30  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15%  $ _ 


□  31  +  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20%  $ _ 

□  I’m  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  $2  $ - 

Subtotal  $ _ 

Box  service 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks  S - 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks  $ - 

Subscriptions 

□  I  want  to  subscribe!  $ - 

US:  $33  .  Institutional  rate:  $40. 

Display  Boxed  Classifieds 

□$15  per  column  inch 

_ inches  x  $15  $ _ 


•Deadline:  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday's  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 

Name  _ 

Address _ 

City  _ 

State _  Zip - 

Phone  ( _ ) _ 


J 


Total  $ 
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Help  W  a  n  t  e 


Executive  Director  Santa  Cruz  Aids  Project. 
Responsible  for  Administration  of  AIDS  Education 
and  Client  Support  Programs  in  SC  County. 
Demonstrated  successful  experience  in  budget  and 
personnel  management.,  fund  development  and  grant 
writing,  and  community  relations.  Ability  to  work 
effectively  with  diverse  populations.  Spanish¬ 
speaking  prefered.  Competitive  salary  and  excellent 
benefits.  Send  cover  letter  and  resume  to:  Personnel 
Committee,  Santa  Cruz  AIDS  Project,  P.O.  Box 
5142,  Santa  Cruz,  California,  95063  (408)427-3900 

(24) 


HELP  WANTED! 

Data  entery — GCN  is  about  to  enter  it's  next  phase  of 
development  We  have  been  slowly  integrating  a 
computerized  accounting  system.  We  need  two 
volunteers  To  help  the  Coor.  Editor  to  imput  the  rest 
of  the  records  so  we  will  have  complete  information 
in  the  system.  If  you  are  experienced  with  entry  and 
would  like  to  donate  some  time  to  us — please  call 
288-4468  and  ask  to  speak  to  Frank  Strona.  Thanks! 


PART-  TIME 

Personal  Care  Attendents  to  assist  female  disabled 
aclivisL  No  experience  necessary  but  must  have  a 
driver's  liscense  and  be  responsible,  mature  and 
energetic.  Weekends  $190.  Call  731-6228.  (28) 

Live-in  maintenance  housekeeper  position.  Part-time 
for  women's  guesthouse  in  Provicence  Town.  Call 
Gabriel's  (508)  487-3232  (22) 


SHELTER  COORDINATOR 

Direct  service  full-time  position  for  battered 
women's  shelter  in  Waltham.  Duties  include 
maitenance  coordination  of  facility  and  safe  home 
network,  interacting  with  guests  and  volunteers. 
Bilingual  preferred.  Hours  Wed  thru  Sunday  noon  to 
seven  p.m.  Send  resume  to  Barbra  Chandler, 
Support  Committee,  P.O.  Box  24,  Waltham,  MA 
02254.  Equal  Opportunity  Employer,  Formerly 
battered  women  and  women  of  color  encouraged  to 
apply. 

(22) 


PERSONAL  CARE  ATTENDENT 

Arlington/Somerville  area.  Experience  necessary 
dependibility  a  must.  Car  required.  Call  Bill  at  648- 
0578  after  7:00  P.M.  (23) 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY  HEALTH  CENTER 


We’re  Determined 
To  Make  A  Difference. 


And  we  are.  We 
provide  compassionate, 
comprehensive  medical 
and  mental  health  serv¬ 
ices,  substance  abuse 
treatment  and  HIV  education  to  area 
residents  and  to  members  of  New  En¬ 
gland's  lesbian  and  gay  community.  Our 
innovative  HIV  Research  and  Treatment 
Programs  are  nationally  recognized  and 
our  services  are  highly  respected  by 
the  medical  community.  See  what  a 
difference  your  abilities  make  here: 

Social  Workers 

Two  full-time  positions  for  LICSW’s  to 
work  as  members  of  newly  organized 
HIV  Evaluation  and  Treatment  Team. 
Providing  intervention  services  and 
short  term  counseling  to  clients,  their 
lovers,  and  significant  others.  One  po¬ 
sition  will  work  closely  with  our  Medical 
Dept,  to  provide  immediate  counseling, 
evaluation  and  referral  services.  The 
other  will  work  with  the  Alternative  Test 
Site  staff,  providing  immediate  short 
term  counseling  and  referral  to  post¬ 
test  HIV  positive  clients.  Both  positions 
will  be  involved  with  providing  crisis 
coverage  for  emergency  cases.  Exten¬ 
sive  experience  with  the  psychosocial 
impact  of  HIV  on  individuals,  psychoso¬ 
cial  assessment,  counseling,  and  ex¬ 
perience  with  gay  male  and  substance 
abusing  populations  is  required.  Crisis 
intervention  or  psychiatric  emergency 
services  experience  is  also  needed. 

Psychologist 

Full-time  position  for  Ph  D,  Psy.D., 

Ed.D.  or  other  license  eligible  profes¬ 
sional.  Will  be  working  as  a  part  of 
newly  organized  HIV  Evaluation  and 
Treatment  Team.  Half-time  will  be  spent 
providing  short  term  therapy,  half-time 
doing  neuropsychological  testing. 


Neuropsych  experience  is  required,  as 
is  experience  with  HIV  and  gay  male 
populations. 

Neuropsychologist 

Six  (6)  hour/week  position  for  Ph  D., 
Psy.D.,  or  Ed.D.  to  design  neuropsycho¬ 
logical  battery  for  use  with  HIV  clients. 
Train  and  supervise  psychologist  on 
team.  Specialty  in  neuropsych  assess¬ 
ment  is  required.  Experience  with  HIV 
spectrum  disorders  required. 

Occupational  therapist 

Part-time  position  (8-10  hr/week)  for 
Mass,  licensed  OT.  As  a  member  of 
HIV  Evaluation  and  Treatment  Team, 
the  successful  candidate  will  assess 
ADL  functioning  of  patients,  contribute 
fo  treatment  plans  devised  by  the 
team,  lead  ADL  group  and  work  with 
patients  to  assess  and  adapt  to  cogni¬ 
tive  treatments.  Prior  experience  with 
HIV/AIDS  population,  or  a  comparable 
population,  is  required. 

Billing  Clerk 

Full-time  position  for  personable,  well- 
organized  individual  in  busy  billing 
office.  Job  involves  telephone  commu¬ 
nication  and  correspondence  with 
clients  and  insurance  companies,  data 
entry,  and  some  direct  client  contact. 
Experience  with  data  entry,  computer¬ 
ized  billing,  telephone  work  and/or  in¬ 
surance  desired. 

We  offer  competitive  salaries,  excellent 
benefits,  and  a  dynamic,  progressive 
environment.  Please  forward  resume 
to:  Personnel,  Fenway  Community 
Health  Center,  16  Haviland  Street, 
Boston  02115.  FCHC  is  committed  to 
equal  opportunity  employment;  women, 
persons  of  color,  lesbians  and  gay  men 
are  encouraged  to  apply. 


Rooimi  Wanted 


M/F  needed  to  share 
independent  Jamaica  Plain 
household  with  2  L's  and  I  GM 
in  mid-twenties.  Third  floor  apt., 
secure,  with  washing  machine 
and  porch.5  minute  walk  to 
green  line  and  #39  bus.  Small 
market  conveniently  opening 
directly  across  the  street.  Prefer 
nonsmoker.  No  cats  or  dogs. 
Please  be  responsible  and 
reasonably  tidy.  Rent  is  $212.50 
plus  utilities.  Available  January 
1st.  Call  Laura  524-7794. 

No  answering  machine,  so 
please  keep  trying,  or  try 
864-4810  (days  only) 


Roommate  Wante 


HOUSEMATE 

LEXINGTON 

LF  seeks  LF  for  furnished  bedroom  in  quiet 
neighborhood.  Non-smoker.  $400  includes  kitchen 
priv.  W/D  and  all  utilities.  Call  492-5396. 

nr22 


SOMERVILLE-UNION  SQUARE 

LF  and  Cat  seek  prof.  LF  30+  to  share  2BR,  with 
large  sunny  rooms,  porches,  parking  and  wood 
burning  stove,  neat  and  good  humored.  No  smoking. 
Prefer  no  pets.  $400+  776-4364  (22) 


JAMAICA  PLAIN  NEAR  ARBORETUM 

Lesbian  and  cat  seek  moderately  neat  and  quiet 
professional  lesbian  for  2  BR  apartment  with  study. 
$397.50  incl  heal.  522-6012  evenings.  No  machine, 
keep  trying.  (22) 


2  LFS  SEEK  3RD 

for  3  bedroom  house  with  yard,  washer/dryer,  wood- 
burning  stove.  Come  and  join  our  easy  going, 
independent  household.  $300/  month  +  utilities. 
Available  Dec  1.  Call  628-1868,  leave  message. 


BRIGHTON-OAK  SQ. 

2L  seek  woman  to  share  3BR  apt.  Convenient  to  T, 
bus,  laundromat,  video  store.  Free  parking  on  the 
street.  No  smoke,  pets.  $330+  util.  782-3567  (22) 


SOMERVILLE/TEELE  SQUARE 

,LF  seeks  L  for  sunny,  spacious  5  rm.  apartment. 
Porches,  close  to  Davis  Sq.  T.  No  smoke,  pets,  drugs. 
$275/mo.  plus  sec.  Call  628-3216.  (22) 


WATERTOWN  SQUARE 

2  lesbians  &  cat  seek  LF  or  GM  for  large  3  floor  apt 
Off  street  parking.  Alcohol  &  chem  free.  Steps  to 
buses,  10  min  to  Harvard  Sq.  Avail,  now.  350+.  923- 
4370.  (22) 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


Roommate  Wante 

TRY  GCN'S  UARANTEED 

ROOMMATE  AD 


ALL  ROOMMATE  AND 
HOUSEMATE  ADS  THAT 
ARE  PREPAID  FOR  TWO 
WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN  UNTIL 
YOU  FIND  A  ROOMMATE 
Ads  will  not  be  automatically  renewed. 
You  must  call  in  every  additional  week 
you  want  the  ad  to  run.  Phone  calls  for 
renewals  will  be  accepted  all  day 
Mondays  and  Tuesdays  until  noon. 


2  LfS  SEEK  3RD 

for  3  bedroom  house  with  yard,  washer/dryer,  wood- 
burning  stove.  Come  and  join  our  easy  going, 
independent  household.  $300/  month  +  utilities. 
Available  Dec  1.  Call  628-1868,  leave  message. 


BRIGHTON-OAK  SQ. 

2L  seek  woman  to  share  3BR  apt  Convenient  to  T, 
bus,  laundromat,  video  store.  Free  parking  on  the 
street.  No  smoke,  pets.  $330+  util.  782-3567  (22) 


SOMERVILLE/TEELE  SQUARE 

LF  seeks  L  for  sunny,  spacious  5  rm.  apartment. 
Porches,  close  to  Davis  Sq.  T.  No  smoke,  pets,  drugs. 
$275/mo.  plus  sec.  Call  628-32 1 6.  (22) 


WATERTOWN  SQUARE 

2  lesbians  &  cat  seek  LF  or  GM  for  large  3  floor  apt. 
Off  street  parking.  Alcohol  &  chem  free.  Steps  to 
buses,  10  min  to  Harvard  Sq.  Avail,  now.  350+.  923- 
4370.  (22) 


JAMAICA  PLAIN 

3  LFs  seek  4th  for  our  veggie,  coop,  political,  goofy 
home.  25+  near  orange  and  green  lines.  No 
alcohol/drugs.  Available  now.  Call  522-9351.  (23) 


WANTED:  NON  SMOKING  L;  BEL/CAMB 

For  cozy,  ground  floor  apt.  on  tree-lined  street.  10 
min.  bus  ride  to  Harvard,  parking,  laundry.  Rent 
$325.  30's,  independent,  friendly.  864-4314  (22) 


JAMAICA  PLAIN  NEAR  ARBORETUM 

Lesbian  30's  and  cat  seek  same  for  2BR  and  study 
near  stores,  laundry,  T.  Independent,  friendly,  no 
smoking  or  more  pets.  $397.50  includes  heat  522- 
6012  (22) 


Ecofeminist  co-op  with  passion  for  popcorn, 
recycling,  shared  meals  seeks  L/BiF.  $330+.  Near 
Davis  Square.  Available  now.  Call  628-0878  or  623- 
0703.  No  pets,  drugs,  smoke.  Min.  alcohol.  (22) 


LF  w/2  dogs  seeks  LF  28+  for  5-rm  Somerville  apt. 
near  Davis  T.  Indep,  friendly.  No  more  pets,  no 
smoke,  drugs  min.  alcohol.  $300+  628-4632  (22) 


LET’S  CREATE  OUR  OWN  SPACE  IN  JP 

LF  (&  2  cats)  looking  for  1  or  2  LF  in  to  seek  and 
share  apt/homc  together.  Call  Susan  522-5123  (22) 


NEED  TEMPORARY  PLACE? 

I  need  a  responsible,  pet-loving  person/s  to  housesit 
and  take  care  of  my  dog  and  cat  for  March  and  April 
(dates  somewhat  flexible).  Very  comfortable  4  1/2 
room  JP  condo  in  6-  family  triple  decker.  Next  to 
arb,  close  to  green+orange  line.  You'd  need  to  pay 
rent,  but  amount  ncgoL  Call  522-7720  +  lv.  msg. 


F/M  roommate  wanted  to  live  w/  LF  in  large  Allston 
apt.  $425/mo.  Apt.  is  huge  w/2  porches,  GIK  LR  & 
DR,  in  all  gay  bldg.  No  smoking/  drugs.  Call  Terri 


782-2665  (22) 


JAMAICA  PLAIN 

LF  seeks  1  LF  25+.  Great  apartment.  Room  for  rent 
is  very  small.  SI 50+  no  smoke.  No  pets.  Min. 
Alcohol.  Call  524-3793  (22) 


2  men,  1  woman  seek  4th  for  house  in  J.P.  Yard, 
parking,  near  T.  No  pels.  We  smoke  cigs.  $290  plus 
utilities.  Call  522-7054  (23) 


Apartments 


GREAT  APARTMENT 

Chelsea  large  2/3  bedroom  EIK  dining  room  laundry 
hardwood  floors  YARD  on  bus  line.  Driveway  great 
condition  owner  occupied  Avail  immed.  800/mo' 
plus  utils  884-1086  or  884-4853  (23) 


INMAN  SQ  CAMB 

Large  Sunny  6  room  apartment  with  working 
fireplace  porch  hardwood  floors  parking  and  more 
available  1/1/90  $1000+  util  call  868-1553.  (22) 


BAY  VILLAGE  BOSTON 

1  BR  modern  kitchen,  patio  quiet  area  near 
everything.  No  fee  $600  plus  util  lies  508  957-7460 
evenings.  (23) 


South  Boston,  two  large  2  bedroom  apis.,  carpeted, 
deck,  I  block  from  Andrew  Sq.  Red  line,  $650+ 
utilities,  no  fee.  Steve  924-4248  (22) 


Jones  Hill  Dorch  2  BR  apt.  w.  wood  floors,  porches, 
backyard,  pets  okay,  near  T.  Lesb.  owner  occupied. 
Available  1/1/91.  Call  288-9136  (24) 


GAYELL0W  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973  Accom¬ 
modations.  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  bookstores, 
businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors,  hotels, 
lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications,  organizations, 
religious  groups,  services,  social  groups,  switchboards, 
therapists,  travel  agents,  etc.,  etc  .  etc  (area  codes 
and  zip  codes  too1) 

USA  &  CANADA  $10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $4  50;  includes  Manhattan  bar 
notes  &  women  s  section 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  S4  50;  Alabama.  Arkansas  N  &  S. 
Carolina.  Florida.  Georgia.  Kansas.  Kentucky.  Louisiana. 
Mississippi.  Missouri.  New  Mexico,  Oklahoma.  Puerto 
Rico,  Tennessee.  Texas.  Virginia 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $4.50;  Connecticut  Delaware. 
District  of  Columbia.  Maine.  Maryland.  Massachusetts. 
New  Hampshire.  Ohio.  Pennsylvania.  Rhode  Island.  Ver¬ 
mont,  W  Virginia 

Renaissance  House.  Box  292GCN  Village  Station,  NY,  NY 
10014  212-674-0120.  All  books  discreetly  by  first  class 
mail;  your  name  kept  strictly  confidential.  To  list  a 
business  or  organization,  or  tor  lurther  information,  send 
stamped,  self-addressed  business-size  envelope  Please 
contact  us  tor  prices  outside  the  USA  In  Canada,  order 
Irom  Glad  Day  Books.  598  Yonge  St..  Toronto.  Ontario 
MAY  1Z3  416-961-4161  (check  lor  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayetlow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


Publications 


BLACK/OUT 

Special  10th  Anniv.  edition  of  Black/Out  now 
available.  This  bi/annua!  magazine  from  the  National 
Coalition  for  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays  contains 
essays,  reviews,  poetry,  news  and  announcements 
concerning  the  Black  Lesbian  and  Gay  community. 
Sample  copy  $6  plus  $1  postage.  1  year  subscription 
(2  issues)  $10  to  BLACK/OUT,  c/o  NCBLG,  19641 
West  Seven  Mile,  Detroit,  MI  48219.(ex) 

- BAD  ATTITUDE 

A  lesbian  sex  magazine.  Irreverent  and  Hot!  $12  for 
one  year’s  subscription  (3  issues).  B.A.  Inc.,  P.O. 
Box  110,  Cambridge,  MA  02139.(16.33) 


With  incisive  reporting  and  thoughtful  analysis  IN 

THESE  TIMES  offers  the  very  best  in  alternative 
American  journalism.  We've  built  our  reputation  on 
addressing  the  issues  the  mainstream  media  ignores, 
and  that's  why  our  unique  point-of-view  has  been 
trusted  by  thousands  of  readers  for  over  a  decade. 
Why  not  see  for  yourself?  You  may  order  a 
subscription  by  calling  800-435-0715  (in  Illinois  call 
800-892-0753)  or  by  writing  to  IN  THESE  TIMES, 
1912  Debs  Ave.,  Mt.  Morris,  IL  61054.(17.36) 


WOMEN  OF  POWER:  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,”  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $26  for  4  issues, 
single  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827, 
Cambridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)  625- 
7885.(ex) 


BREAKTHROUGH! 

Political  journal  of  Prairie  Fire  Organizing 
Committee,  Spring  1989  issue.  Women  of  the 
Philippine  Revolution  Interview  with  Makibaka;  The 
Post-Feminist  Mystique  speech  by  PISD  (People 
with  Immune  System  Disorders);  Crack  and  Black 
Youth.  $3  including  postage.  John  Brown  Book 
Club,  POB  1422,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114 


ON  OUR  BACKS 

The  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for  lesbians,  is 
49  pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  timely 
sexual  advice  and  news  columns.  We  are  quarterly, 
national,  unique  and  provocative.  $28/year  sub/$6 
single  issue.  ON  OUR  BACKS,  526  Castro,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114 


WOMEN'S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS  monthly  review 
of  current  feminist  writing.  Since  1983.  Our  readers 
span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and  abroad.  Subscriptions: 
S15/U.S.,  $18/Canada,  $25/institulions.  Free  sample 
on  request.  THE  WOMEN'S  REVIEW,  Wellesley 
Women's  Research  Center,  Wellesley,  MA 
02181.(ex) 


For  sale 


Art  with  heart  from  nonprofit  Syracuse  Cultural 
Workers.  1991Peace  Calender  (by  mail  $12.90  or 
3/S31.80);  Christmas,  Chanukah,  solstice,  Kwanza 
cards;200  posters;  Earth  Flags,  buttons  and  more. 
Send  $1  for  full  color  catalog.  Visa/Master  card 
accepted  9-8pm  M— F  EST  to  12/21/90.  A  machine 
will  take  your  orders  at  other  limes.  SCW  Box 
6367,  Dept.  F9Z,  Syracuse,  NY  13217  (315) 
474-1132 


Vacations 


A  GAY  COUNTRY  INN 

Come  ski  our  miles  of  cross-country  trails,  then 
unwind  in  the  hot  tub  or  in  front  of  a  crackling  fire. 
With  20  charming  rooms,  100  mountain  acres, 
yummy  breakfasts,  peace  and  privacy,  we're  your 
perfect  vacation  choice!  Uncrowded,  inexpensive 
downhill  skiing  nearby,  great  mid-week  discounts. 
The  HIGHLANDS  INN,  Box  118G,  Bethlehem,  NH 
03574,  (603)  869-3978.  Grace,  Innkeeper  (43) 


WATERSHIP  INN 

Rustic  cozy  inn  one  half  block  from  Provincetown 
harbor,  free  continental  breakfast,  parking,  most 
rooms  w/private  bath  OPEN  YEAR  ROUND.  7 
Winthrop  Street  Provincetown,  MA  02657.  (508) 
487-0094.  TJ 


Do  you  need  facts  about  menopause?  Does  the 
stereotyping  of  older  women  make  you  angry?  Do 
you  want  to  be  part  of  an  Older  Feminists  Network? 
Broomstick,  a  bimonthly  national  magazine  by,  for 
and  about  women  over  forty.  Annual  subs  (US  funds 
only)  U.S.  $15,  Canada  $20,  Overseas  and 
Institutions  $25.  Sliding  scale  available.  Sample 
copy  $3.50.  3543  18  St.  33,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94110. 


LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of 
commentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by 
and  for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still 
political,  but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample 
$1.50sub.  $6  more  if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  No. 
236G,  SF.CA  94114.  (18.35) 


OFF  OUR  BACKS 

Lively,  down-to-earth  feminism  in  the  nation's  oldest 
women's  newsjoumal.  Analysis,  reviews,  conference 
coverage,  and  news  -  on  health,  feminist  theory, 
reproductive  rights,  civil  rights  and  political  work 
among  working,  disabled,  incarcerated,  old,  and  poor 
women,  women  of  color,  lesbians  and  women  from 
every  continent,  $15/11  issues.  $6  plus  $1  postage. 


Organizations 


BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY 
AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 

Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:00.  Women's  meeting  at  6:45.  Call  1- 
800-42-BAGLY  for  info.(15.32) 


OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O. 
Box  1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174.(15.48) 


BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people.  Call  (415)  431-1976 
or  write  BWMT,  suite  140,  584  Castro  St.  SF,  CA, 
94114.(16.1) 


MAN/BOY  LOVE 

Intergenerational  Love  Support  Group.  World  wide 
news,  art,  opinions.  Application,  information  free. 
Bulletin  $1.00  NAMBLA,  P.O.  Box  174,  New  York, 
NY  10018(7) 
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PRISONERS 

SEEKING 

FRIENDS 

Thank  your  for  the  kind  notes.... 
I’m  not  dead  yet!!  Those  of  you 
(us)  who  have  AIDS  need  to  be 
preparing  ourselves  for  long 
lives,  not  short  ones  (but  still, 
lives  where  we  enjoy  them  as 
much  as  we  can  -  now!)  Thank 
you  again.  Mike 

Very  shy  person,  quiet  and  sensitive,  very 
lonely  and  looking  for  a  penpal,  men  or 
women,  race  or  age  unimportant.  I  can 
receive  mail  from  other  prisons.  I’m  a 
scorpio,  love  to  cook,  ride  bicycles,  fishing, 
camping,  slow  dancing.  I  love  animals, 
reading  mysteries,  country  music,  oldies  but 
goodies.  Getting  out  April,  1992.  David 
Lynn  Wilkerson,  #3397585,  2605  State  St., 
Salem,  OR  97310 _ 

Bi  male  seeking  pen  pals.  I  have  lived 
among  transexuals  and  bis  almost  all  my 
life  in  the  streets  and  plan  on  returning  to  it 
as  soon  as  I  get  out.  I  need  some  outside 
correspondence.  Age  does  not  matter. 
Please  write  Marvin  Wilson,  #097519, 
Marin  Correctional  Inst.  Box  843,  1150 
S.W.  Allapattah  Rd.,  Indian  Town,  FL 
34956-4397 _ 

Gay  male,  looking  for  friendship  and  more. 
Someone  that  knows  themselves.  Race 
doesn’t  matter.  What  counts  is  what  is  in  the 
inside  of  the  person  and  not  the  outside. 
Write  Myron  Scott  Sievers,  P.O.  Box  B- 
72841,  Florence,  AZ  85232 _ ’ 

My  name  is  Leslie  and  I've  been  a  drag 
queen  all  my  life.  I'm  trying  to  find  a  pen 
pal  that  will  correspond  with  a  lonely 
homosexual  here  in  prison.  Please  write 
soon!  Dvorak  S.  Williams,  #466406, 
Coffield  Unit,  Rt.  1,  Box  150,  Tenn. 
Colony,  TX  75861 _ 

Lonely  man  looking  for  gay  men  and 
lesbians  to  write  to,  and  a  man  to  have  a 
relationship  with.  Not  into  games.  I  am  a 
truthful  person.Please  write,  I  would  greatly 
appreciate  hearing  from  you.  Joey  Anthony 
Pierce,  #545855,  Coffield  Unit,  Rt.  1,  Box 
150,  Tenn.Colony,  TX  75861 _ 

Tender,  loving,  sweet  and  very  passionate 
gay  man,  soon  to  be  free,  needs  you  to  write 
to  make  the  long  nine  months  left  go  by 
faster.  Enjoys  writing,  sharing  feelings  and 
hopes.  I  hope  to  return  to  Sl  Louis,  MO; 
looking  for  a  new  way  of  life.  Hope  to  hear 
from  you  soon.  Leonard  Watkins,  #44007, 
Missouri  State  Pen.,  Box  900,  Jefferson 
City,  MO  65102. _ 

Gay  man  in  prison,  blond  hair,  hazel  eyes; 
No  family  or  outside  contacts,  wishes  to 
hear  from  anyone  who  knows  how  lonely 
life  can  be.  Please  write  WatTen  R.  Stander, 
P.O.  Box  1989,  Ely.  NV  89301 _ 

Gay  man,  masculine  type,  seeks  same.  Pen 
pal  friendship  with  possible  relationship  to 
develop.  Love  jazz  and  playing  guitar.  Raul 
Pacheco,  #BA-3932,  R.D.,  #3,  Box  500, 
H unlock  Creek,  PA  18621 _ 


Gay  male  looking  for  someone  to 


“TO  ALL  THOSE  IN  AND  OUT  OF  PRISON, 
WHO  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE ” 

Alexander  Berkman, 

Prison  Memoirs  of  an  Anarchist 


WOMEN  SEEKING  FRIENDS 

<?? 

Janice;  Due  to  no  return  address  on  your 
letter  to  Beth  L.  Cagle,  she  does  not  know 
where  to  write  you.  Please  write  again; 
Beth  Cagle,  A-129,  P.O.  Box  2-38721, 
Lansing,  KS  66043 _ 

22  yr  old  woman  looking  for  serious 
companionship  with  someone  special.  I 
love  dancing,  swiming,  writing.  Kimberly 
HoUoway,  Broward  Correctional  Inst.,  P.O. 
Box  8540,  #345,  Pembroke  Pines,  FL 
33024 _ 

I  am  17  yrs  old,  lonely  and  need  friends.  I 
would  like  someone  to  share  a  little  of  their 
lives.  Sorry,  I  can't  write  other  prisoners, 
but  any  race  or  color  is  fine.  I'm  honest, 
caring,  loveable,  and  have  a  lot  of  love  to 
give.  Write  Stephanie  Rudd,  #161696,  P.O. 
Box  8540,  Pembroke  Pines,  FL  33024 

If  you're  a  caring,  gentle,  masculine  lesbian 
who  want  a  sweet  lovely  lady  to  spoil  and 
pamper.  I’ll  be  waiting  for  your  to  fill  my 
box  with  loving  romantic  letters.  I'm  a 
sensual  creature. ..Can  you  hear  my  heart 
crying  out  to  be  loved?  Better  still. ..will 
you  care  enough  to  respond?  Rachel  Hepp, 
#4040-214,  KY  Corr.  Inst,  for  Women, 
PeWce  Valley,  K  Y  40056 _ 

correspond  with.  I  am  looking  for  a  buddy 
and  letters  to  help  cope  with  this  place. 
They  call  me  Wendy.  Will  you?  Write  Paul 
Winbom,  #106476,  Camp  J.  Shark,  3-R-7, 
LA  State  Prison,  Angola,  LA  70712 _ 

Gay  Black  male,  lonely,  with  heart  of  gold, 
light  brown  eyes,  would  like  to  meet  anyone 
who  wouldn't  mind  writing.  I  need  someone 
to  talk  to.  Johnny  Brown,  #23782,  P.O.  Box 

1989,  Ely,  NV  89301 _ 

Gay  male,  blue  eyes,  dark  hair  and  beard, 
muscular  build.  Looking  for  pen  pals, 
young  or  old,  feminine  a  plus,  but  will 
answer  all.  Chuck  Thompson,  #156450, 

Box  10,  StiUwater,  MN  55082 _ 

PRISONERS  WRITING  PRISONERS 

IT  MAKES  ME  SAD  TO  SEE  A  PRISONER 
COMPLAIN  ABOUT  ANOTHER  PRISONER  NOT 
WRITING.  HIS  OR  HER  MAILROOM  (OR 
YOURS!)  MIGHT  HAVE  JUST  TOSSED  THE 
LETTER;  BESIDES  THE  RULES  AND  REGS  FOR 
PRISONERS  WRITING  EACH  OTHER  ARE 
DIFFERENT  IN  EVERY  STATE,  AND  MAY 
CHANGE  FOR  NO  REASON.  OR.  THE  RULES 
MAY  BE  IGNORED  (ESPECIALLY  FOR  GAY 
PRISONERS)  ALSO,  EVEN  PRISONS  THAT  DO 
ACCEPT  MAIL  FROM  OTHER  PRISONERS. 
MAY  NOT  DELIVER  IT  TO  PEOPLE  IN 
ISOLATION  OR  ON  CERTAIN  SECURITY 
LEVELS.  FEDERAL  PRISONERS  ARE  NOT 
•SUPPOSED-  TO  BE  WRITING  OTHER 
FEDERAL  PRISONERS,  ALTHOUGH  THEY 
MAY  BE  ALLOWED  TO  WRITE  STATE 
PRISONERS.  HERE  ARE  SOME  OF  THE 
FEDERAL  PRISONS  THAT  APPEAR  MOST 
OFTEN  IN  THIS  SPACE.  THIS  IS  A  LIST  OF 
PRISONS  THAT  WILL  NOT  ACCEPT  MAIL 
FROM  OTHER  FEDERAL  PRISONERS: 
DANBU  R Y,CT ;R  AYBROOK,  NY;  LEWLSBLRG, 
PA;  ALDERSON,  WV;  TALLAHASSEE,  FL; 
MEMPHIS,  TN;  LEXINGTON,  KT;  TERRE 
HAUTE,  IN;  MILAN,  MI;  SANDSTONE,  MN; 
MARION,  IL;  SPRINGFIELD,  MO; 
LEAVENWORTH,  KS;  EL  RENO,  OK; 
TEXARKANA,  TX;  BASTROP,  TX;  PHOENIX, 
AZ;  ANTHONY,  NM;  LOMPOC.CA;  CAMP 
PARKS  (DUBLIN),  CA. 

THE  SCREWS  HAVE  SCORED  THEIR  BIGGEST 
SUCCESSES  WHEN  THEY  MAKE  US  SUSPECT 
AND  NOT  TRUST  EACH  OTHER.  RATHER 
THAN  NOT  TRUSTING  THEM. 


Cale 


Boston  ♦  “Once  Upon  Our  Time”:  Multicultural  Story  Hour  for 
Children  (3-8)  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Parents  and  Friends.  Third  Saturday  of 
every  month,  alternating  between  J.P.  Library,  1 2  Sedgwick  St,  and  New  Words 
Bookstore,  186  Hampshire  St,  Inman  Sq.,  Cambridge.  This  month  (12/90)  in  J.P.  10 
to  1 1:15  a.m.  Space  is  limited.  Sign  up:  Marian  or  Jenifer  267-0900. 


HEATHER  HAS 
TWO  MOMMIES 


COVER  OF  CHILDREN'S  BOOK  HEATHER  HAS  TWO  MOMMIES  BY  LESLEA  NEWMAN 


Calendar  listings  must  be  received  by  the 
Monday  before  the  week  of  the  event.  Photos 
encouraged.  Please  specify  if  event  is  or  is  not 
wheelchair  accessible  and/or  sign  language 
interpreted.  Please  use  our  format  as  a  guide 
for  listings.  All  listings  must  be  typed.  Please 
note  that  listings  are  printed  only  as  space 
allows;  we  regret  that  we  cannot  print  every 
submission.  No  phone  calls,  please! 

I  5  Saturday 

Boston  ♦  “Once  Upon  Our  Time”: 
Multicultural  Story  Hour  for  Children  (3-8)  of 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Parents  and  Friends.  Third 
Saturday  of  every  month,  alternating  between  j.P. 
Library,  12  Sedgwick  St.,  and  New  Words  Bookstore, 
186  Hampshire  St,  Inman  Sq.,  Cambridge.  This  month 
(12/90)  in  J.P.  10  to  11:15  am.  Space  is  limited.  Sign 
up:  Marian  or  Jenifer  267-0900. 

Boston  4  Building  and  Sustaining  Healthy 
Lesbian  Relationships.  Facil.  by  Shoshana  Simons 
M.A.  Max  12  participants.  10  a.m.  to  4  p.m.  L/G 
Community  Center,  338  Newbury.  Low  sliding  fee. 
Info:  876-65 1 9. 

Boston  ♦  AIDS  Awareness  Training.  An  intro  to 
AIDS,  AIDS-related  issues,  and  the  programs  and 
structure  of  the  AAC  Evening.  AAC  1 3 1  Clarendoa 
Info:  Giulia  Norton  437-6200  x*269. 

Lincoln  ♦  WOBBLES  Holiday  Party.  (WOBBLES 
=  West  of  Boston  Lesbians.)  6  p.m.  Info:  Janis  (508) 
386-7737. 

Boston  4  Club  Antorcha  Christmas  Dinner 
Dance.  6:30  p.m.  to  12:30  a.m.  Project  Place 
community  room,  32  Rutland  St.  Tickets  $7.50 
members,  $10  non-members.  Tickets  and  info: 
Wilfredo  /  Orlando  262-9362  or  Fernando  262-S882. 

Boston  4  Lesbian  Fun  and  Games.  Smoke  and 
alcohol-free.  338  Newbury  St  7  to  10  p.m.  the  third 
Saturday  of  each  month.  $2  donation. 

South  End  4  Gay  Community  Caroling.  No 
RSVP;  just  come  and  bring  cookies  or  some  other 
baked  goods  to  share  Hot  chocolate  and  cold  drinks 
provided.  7  p.m.  Gather  at  173  Warren  Ave.  Info:  Jim 
Voltz  267-8311. 

Waltham  4  WOW  Video  (“Rocky  Horror 
Picture  Show”)  and  Game  Night.  7:30  p.m. 
Location  and  info:  893-036 1 . 

1 6  Sunday 

Cambridge  4  Holiday  Party  for  Children  of 
Lesbians  and  Gay  Men.  Games,  activities,  fun. 
Bring:  potluck  holiday  snack;  recycled  or  new  toy  to 
donate  to  charity.  2  to  4  p.m.  Indigo,  823  Main  St. 
Donation  $3.  Info:  Cindy  267-0900. 

Providence  4  Rhode  Island  G/L  Jewish  Group 
Chanukah  party.  2:00  p.m.  Info:  Fred  (S08)  992- 
7927. 

Boston  4  Boston  Gay  Men’s  Chorus  Holiday 
Concert.  Jordan  Hall  at  N.E.  Conservatory.  3  p.m. 
Also  12/18  Tickets  $20,  $15,  and  $9.  Call  247-BGMC. 

Boston  4  Prime  Timers  Christmas  Party.  5  to 
10  p.m.  The  Claddagh  restaurant,  1 13  Dartmouth. 
Dinner,  dancing.  $1150.  Reservations  and  info:  D. 
Bourbeau,  604  Tremont,  Boston  021 18-1605. 

Natick  4  MetroWest  GALA  Potluck  /  Social.  6 
pm.  Location  and  info  (which  dishes  to  bring):  Scon 
(508)  877-6129  or  Barbara  (508)  653-2509. 

Beacon  Hill  4  Sth  Anniversary  Gay 
Community  Caroling.  No  RSVP;  just  come  and 
bring  cookies  or  some  other  baked  goods  to  share. 
Hot  chocolate  and  cold  drinks  provided.  7  p.m. 
Gather  at  St.  John  the  Evangelist  Church,  Bowdoin  St, 
after  Dignity  coffee  hour.  Info:  Jim  Voltz  267-83 1 1. 

1 7  Monday 

Boston  4  Queer  Nation  /  Boston.  Community 
Church  of  Boston,  Copley  Square  above  Back  Bay 
Bistro.  7:30  p.m,  first  and  third  Mondays  of  the 
month.  Info:  577-8123. 

1 8  Tuesday 

Framingham  4  Framingham  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth  Group.  People  22  and  under,  meets  I  st  and 
3rd  Tuesday  each  month.  Civic  League  Bldg,  214 
Concord  St.  6  to  7:30  p.m.  Info:  write  P.O.  Box  426, 
S.  Framingham,  MA  01701. 

Boston  4  Boston  Gay  Men’s  Chorus  Holiday 
Concert.  Jordan  Hall  at  N.E.  Conservatory.  8  p.m. 
Also  12/16.  Tickets  $20,  $15,  and  $9.  Call  247-BGMC 
Boston  4  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston  meet 
1st  and  3rd  Tues.  of  the  month.  Lindemann  Center, 
2nd  fl.  8-10  pm  742-7897. 

Boston  4  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston. 

Lighten  up  stress  management  workshop.  Lindemann 
Center.  25  Stanford  St.  8pm- 1 0pm. 


1 9  Wednesday 

Boston  4  New  England  G/L/B  Veterans 
Christmas  Party.  Also  election  of  officers.  6  to  8 
p.m.  L/G  Community  Center,  338  Newbury  St  Info: 
Rick  436-0760  or  Cliff  723-8127. 

Boston  4  Orientation  to  AAC  Supports  and 
Services.  Learn  about  AAC  services  for  PWAs, 
HIV+  people,  and  their  caretakers.  Sign  up:  437-6200 
*328.  6:30  to  7:30  p.m.  AAC  Room  503,  131 
Clarendon.  See  also  12/19. 

Boston  4  L/G  Holiday  Party  to  Benefit  the 
Center.  7  to  10  p.m.  Club  Cafe.  $15.  Info:  247-2927. 

Boston  4  NOW  Lesbian  Rights  Task  Force. 

NOW  office,  971  Comm.  Ave.  7  p.m.  Info:  782-1056. 

Worcester  4  Supporters  of  Worcester  Area 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth.  Open  to  gay  and  bisexual 
youth  21  and  under.  Meets  first  and  third  Wednesday 
each  month  at  United  Congregational  Church,  6 
Institute  Rd.  7  p.m.  Info:  (508)  755-0005. 

Boston  Radio  4  Say  It,  Sister!:  “SEXpertise.” 
With  On  Our  Racks  editor  Susie  Bright.  8  to  9  p.m. 
WMBR88.IFM. 

20  Thursday 

Boston  4  Clinical  Update:  AZT,  ddl,  And 
Other  Combination  Therapies.  Presented  by 
Clinical  Partners.  3:30  to  5:00.  4th  floor  AAC,  131 
Clarendon.  Info:  Louise  Rice  437-6200  x*264. 

Brewster  4  Cape  Cod  and  Islands  Coalition  for 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Issues  and  Concerns.  Monthly 
meeting,  third  Thursday  of  each  month.  6:30  p.m. 
Dawes  Hall,  1946  Main  St  (Rc  6A).  Info:  (508)  362- 
2799. 

Boston  4  BRIDGES.  A  multicultural  ceremony  of 
remembrance  and  renewal  for  all  people  whose  lives 
have  been  touched  by  AIDS.  Villa  Victoria,  corner  of 
Shawmut  and  West  Newton.  7  p.m.  Spons.  by  AAC. 
Info:  437-6200. 

Northampton  4  Valley  Gay  Alliance  meets  first 
and  third  Thursday  every  month.  Basement  of  the 
Unitarian  Church,  22  Main  St.  7:30  p.m.  (413)  527- 
5310. 

21  Friday 

South  Dartmouth  4  Rhode  Island  &  S.E.  Mass 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Jewish  Group  Monthly  Oneg. 
A  social  and  potluck  held  the  third  Friday  of  each 
month.  Info:  Debra  (401)  273-4765  or  Fred  (508)  992- 
7927. 

Boston  4  Friday  Night  at  the  Movies:  “A  Star 
Is  Born.”  The  original,  uncut  version  with  Judy 
Garland.  8.05  p.m.  sharp.  The  Center,  338  Newbury 
St,  room  203.  $2  donation  suggested;  bring  soda  and 
chips.  Info:  247-2927. 

Boston  4  A  Winter  Solstice  Celebration.  For 
the  whole  family.  Dorothy  Elizabeth  Tucker  will  tell 
the  story  of  Kwanza.  Laura  Ross,  the  story  of 
Hanukkah  and  Carol  Adams  will  tell  the  story  of 
Christmas..  You  are  invited  to  share  your  talents  with 
a  story,  poem,  etc.Refreshments.  The  Community 
Church  Center.  565  Boylston  St.  7:30pm.  For  more 
info  266-67 10 

25  Tuesday 

Boston  4  Am  Tikva  Christmas  Day  Social 
Action  Outreach  Project  for  Homeless 
Families  and  Individuals.  Info:  926-2536. 

Boston  4  Buddy  Program  Orientation,  AIDS 
ACTION  Committee.  Volunteers  needed  to 
provide  emotional  and  practical  support  to  AAC 
clients  on  a  one-to-one  basis.  Interested  persons 
should  fill  out  an  application  and  attend  orientation 
and  training.  Orientation  meetings  on  the  fourth 
Tuesday  of  each  month.  AIDS  ACTION  offices,  131 
Clarendon  St.  7:30  p.m.  Info  437-6200  x450. 

26  Wednesday 

Boston  4  Coming  Out  Support  Group.  At  the 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Community  Center,  338  Newbury 
St.  Second  and  fourth  Wednesday  of  each  month.  8 
p.m.  Info:  247-2927. 

28  Friday 

Boston  4  Game  Night.  Board  and  parlor  games 
every  other  Friday,  8  p.m.  The  Center,  338  Newbury 
Sl  Info:  247-2927. 

Boston  4  Friday  Night  at  the  Movies:  “Wizard 
of  Oz.”  8.05  p.m.  sharp.  The  Center,  338  Newbury 
St,  room  203.  $2  donation  suggested;  bring  soda  and 
chips.  Info:  247-2927. 

Sundays 

Boston  4  The  Gay  Dating  Show,  WUNR 
1 600AM.  1 0:30pm-130am.  Lesbians  and  gay  men. 

Boston  4  BAGLY  Drop-In  Center.  (BAGLY  = 


Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth.)  St  John 
the  Evangelist  Church,  3S  Bowdoin.  Info:  (800) 
42BAGLY. 

Boston  4  Boston  Strikers  Soccer  Club.  Weekly 
novice  and  club  scrimmages.  All  levels.  3  p.m.  Info: 
Erik  423-0929  or  Jeff  876-7611 

Boston  4  Dignity  Mass.  Liturgy  is  followed  by  a 
social  hour.  St.  John  the  Evangelist  Church,  35 
Bowdoin  St  5:30  p.m.  Info:  536-6518. 

Boston  4  Western  Orthodox  Church  Mass. 
Arlington  St.  Church,  35 1  Boylston  St  Info:  227-5794. 

Boston  4  ALATEEN  Group  open  to  lesbian,  gay, 
and  bisexual  youth,  22  and  under.  338  Newbury 
Street  rm.  202k.  6pm-7:30  p.m.  Info:  Dave  629-2518 
or  Frank  666-8911 

Boston  4  Boston  Healing  Circle.  Metropolitan 
Health  Club  aerobics  room,  209  Columbus  Ave.  7:30 
p.m.  Info:  731-9584. 

Boston  4  Metropolitan  Community  Church 
Worship/Fellowship.  131  Cambridge  St.  (near 
Gov’t  Ctr.).  7  p.m.  Info:  Rev.  Tanis  437-0420. 

Boston  4  Gay  Narcotics  Anonymous.  The 
Center,  338  Newbury  St  8  p.m.  Info:  247-2927. 

Mondays 

Boston  4  Positive  Directions.  Peer-led  support 
group  for  HIV+  people.  Boston  Living  Center,  140 
Clarendoa  1125  p.m.  Info:  262-3456. 

Boston  4  Monday  Night  Dinners  for  PWA’s 
and  Friends.  About  100  people  with  AIDS  and  their 
friends  meet  every  Monday  at  AIDS  ACTION  for 
dinner.  No  reservations  required.  6  p.m.  AIDS 
ACTION,  131  Clarendon  St  Info:  437-6200. 

Dorchester  4  Alcoholics  Anonymous.  First 
Parish  Church,  Meeting  House  Hill.  Beginners  6:30, 
hardhats  8  p.m. 

Boston  4  Boston  Bisexual  Women’s  Network 
Coordinating  Committee.  The  Center,  338 
Newbury  St  Info:  247-2927. 

Worcester  4  AIDS  Project  Worcester.  A 
support  group  for  family,  friends,  concerned  others 
dealing  with  HIV.  305  Shrewsbury  St  7-8:30  p.m.  Info: 
(508)755-3773. 

Boston  4  Northern  Lights  Alternatives 
Monday  Night  Rap  Group.  Talk  to  others  living 
with  HIV.  38  Appleton  St.  7:30-9  p.m.  Info:  Ann 
O’Rourke  694-0964. 

Cambridge  4  Lesbian  Rap  Group.  The  Women’s 
Center.  46  Pleasant  St  8-10  p.m.  Info:  354-8807. 

Tuesdays 

Providence,  Rl  4  ACT  UP/Rhode  Island.  Call  for 
meeting  place  (401)  461-4191. 

Boston  4  ACT  UP/Boston.  The  Living  Center, 
YWCA,  140  Clarendon  St  7  p.m.  Info:  49-ACT  UP. 
Cambridge  4  30+  Lesbian  Rap.  The  Women’s 
Center.  46  Pleasant  St  7-&30.  Info:  354-8807. 

Cambridge  4  Bisexual  Women’s  Rap.  The 

Women’s  Center.  46  Pleasant  St  7-8:30.  Info:  354- 
8807. 

Medford  Radio  4  "We  the  People”  —  with 
feminist  Sheila  ftirks.  WMFO  9I.5FM.  7-9  am.  Tufts 
University  radio. 

Worcester  4  Support  Group  for  HIV+ 
Gay/Bisexual  Men  and  Their  Significant  Others. 

Closed  meeting.  AIDS  Project  Worcester.  305 
Shrewsbury  St  7-8:30  p.m.  Info:  (508)  755-3773. 

Boston  4  Lesbian  and  Gay  Freedom  Trail  Band 

Rehearsals.  No  audition  necessary.  Mass  College  of 
Art  Longwood  and  Brookline  Ave.  7:15  p.m.  Info: 
266-0628. 

Cambridge  TV  4  PrideTime  —  Boston  gay  and 
lesbian  television,  with  Jim  Voltz.  Cambridge  Cable 
Channel  19.  7  p.m. 

Wednesdays 

Boston  4  Informal  Meeting  with  Mayor  Flynn’s 
Liason  to  the  Gay  Community.  Ann  Sanders  will 
be  available  2  to  6  p.m.  each  Wednesday.  No 
appointment  necessary,  but  Ms.  Sanders  can  be 
reached  at  725-3485. 

Boston  4  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 


Youth  (BAGLY).  Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under. 
35  Bowdoin  St  New  persons’  meeting  6  p.m.;  women 
and  men  meet  separately  6:45  to  7:30;  general 
meeting  7:30  p.m.  523-7363  or  I -800-42BAGLY. 

Cambridge  4  Lesbian  Al-Anon  with  child  care, 
wheelchair  accessible.  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant 
St  6:30  to  8:00  p.m.  Info:  354-8807. 

Springfield  4  Names  Project  Meeting.  New 

chapter  with  weekly  quilting  meetings.  All  welcome. 
Frontier.  19  Pearl  St.  7  to  10  p.m.  Info:  (413)788-7459 

Boston  4  Bisexual  Adult  Children  of 
Alcoholics.  Mass.  General  Hospital.  7:30  p.m.  Info: 
Marge  259-1559. 

Boston  4  Positive  Directions.  Peer-led  support 
group  for  HIV+  people.  Boston  Living  Center,  140 
Clarendon.  7:30  p.m.  Info:  262-3456. 

Worcester  4  Support  Group  for  HIV+  who  are 
in  Substance  Abuse  Recovery.  Closed  meeting. 
AIDS  Project  Worcester.  305  Shrewsbury  St  7:30  to 
9  p.m.  Info:  (508)  755-3773. 

Thursdays 

Boston  4  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center 

drop-in  group  for  women  who  have  been  raped.  492- 
RAPE. 

Boston  4  Names  Project  Quilting  Bee  —  for  the 

AIDS  Memorial  Quilt.  Sewing  supplies  and  support 
provided.  Arlington  Street  Church  (use  Boylston 
Street  entrance).  6  to  9  p.m.  Info  451-9003. 

Boston  4  The  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Civil  Rights.  Meets  every  Thursday.  The  Center,  rm 
202 K.  338  Newbury  St  6:30  to  8  p.m.  Info:  828-3039. 

Portsmouth,  NH  4  Out  and  About.  A  lesbian 
social  and  support  group.  Info:  Keryn  (603)  749-5852. 
Provincetown  4  Positive  PWA  Coalition 
Weekly  Rap  Session.  7:30.  155  Bradford  St.  Peer 
led.  Info:  (508)  487-3998. 

Boston  4  Positive  Directions.  Peer-led  support 
group  for  HIV+  people.  Boston  Living  Center,  140 
Clarendon.  7:30  p.m.  Info:  262-3456. 

Boston  4  ACA  for  Lesbians,  Gay  Men,  and 
Bisexuals.  (ACA  =  Adult  Children  of  Alcoholics.) 
Support  group  for  all  adult  children  of  dysfunctional 
family  systems.  Lindemann  Center,  2nd  floor, 
Winthrop  Room.  Wheelchair  access.  8  pm.  Info:  536- 
2856. 

Boston  4  The  Group.  Discussion  and  social  hour. 
The  Center,  338  Newbury  St  Info:  266-1 129. 
Cambridge  4  GAMIT  Study  Break.  (GAMIT  = 
Gays  at  MIT.)  GAMIT  lounge,  room  50-306,  142 
Memorial  Dr. 

Fridays 

Watertown  4  GLOW:  Gays  and  Lesbians  of 
Watertown.  Info  395-4664. 

Boston  4  GCN  Friday  Night  Stuffing  Party. 
Come  stuff  the  paper,  eat  pizza,  and  make  new 
friends.  GCN,  62  Berkeley  St  5  p.m.  Info:  426-4469. 

Boston  4  Friday  Night  At  The  Movies.  The 

Boston  Uving  Center.  140  Clarendon  St  Free.  7  pm. 
Info:  236-1011 

Boston  4  Body  Electric.  Healing  w/sensual  massage 
for  gay  and  bisexual  men.  $  1 1  Info:  522-9 1 64. 

Boston  4  Positive  Directions.  Peer-led  support 
group  for  HIV+  people.  Boston  Living  Center,  140 
Clarendon.  7:30  p.m.  Info:  262-3456. 

Saturdays 

Boston  4  Frontrunners.  Meet  at  Metropolitan 
Health  Club  for  2  to  5-mi.  run  along  Charles.  Lockers 
and  showers  complimentary.  10  am.  Also:  Tues.  1115 
p.m.  at  MHQ  Wed.  6:45  p.m.  at  Hatch  Shell.  Info: 
282-0013. 

Cambridge  4  Single  Mothers’  Support  Group. 
Free  drop-in  group  with  child  care,  alternate 
Saturdays.  Women’s  Center.  46  Pleasant  Sc  1 1  am- 
12:30  p.m.  Info:  354-8807. 

Boston  4  Pink  Flamingos.  For  TV/TS  of  New 
England.  4:00  to  6:00  pm.  338  Newbury  St.,  2nd  dr. 
Info:  247-2927. 

Boston  TV  4  PrideTime  —  Boston  gay  and  lesbian 
television,  with  Jim  Voltz.  Boston  Neighborhood 
Network,  channels  A3  and  A8.  7:30  p.m. 


Hindsights 


Cutting  up 

Edward  Scissorhands  is  a  hair  dresser! florist.  Need  we  say  more? 


Dianne  Wiest  as  the  kindly  Avon  Lady  Peg  Boggs  in  Edward  Scissorhands 


Edward  Scissorhands. 

Directed  by  Tim  Burton  Screenplay  by  Caroline 
Thompson  With  Johnny  Depp,  Winona  Ryder,  Dian 
Wiest,  Vincent  Price,  AlanArkin,  Anthony  Michael 
Hall  Open  nationally. 

Reviewed  by  Michael  Bronski 

t  would  be  near  impossible  for  a  gay  and 
lesbian  audience  not  to  view  Tim 
Burton’s  new,  suburban-gothic  Christmas 
fantasy  Edward  Scissorhands  as  queerly 
allegorical.  Although  there  is  a  great  deal  of 
pleasure  to  be  derived  from  such  an 
interpretation — and  even  more  from  the  film, 
which  is  wonderful — there  is  also  some  room 
for  regret. 

On  the  surface  Edward  Scissorhands  is  a 
witty  pastiche  of  traditional  horror  movie 
themes  that  reminds  us  of  a  whole  range  of 
great  films:  James  Whale’s  Frankenstein, 
Jean  Cocteau’s  Beauty  and  the  Beast, 
Franju’s  Eyes  Without  a  Face,  Wes  Cravan’s 
Nightmare  on  Elm  Street,  and  Jacques 
Tourneur’s  original  Cat  People  from  1946. 
Director  Burton  skillfully  mixes  aspects  of 
these  films  with  the  emotional  naivetd  and 
post-modern  chic  of  contemporary  teen- 
films.  This  gives  us  something  that 
resembles  a  gothicized  Sixteen  Candles  or  a 
monstrous  Pretty  in  Pink.  And  although 
Edward  Scissorhands  draws  upon  a  whole 
range  of  film  images  and  lore  with  wit  and 
intelligence,  it  looks  and  feels  original  and 
new;  startling,  yet  at  the  same  time 
comforting. 

In  all  of  Tim  Burton’s  films — Pee-Wee’s 
Big  Adventure,  Beetlejuice,  Batman — the 
director  has  been  fascinated  by  the 
dichotomy  between  the  ordinary  and  the 
fantastic.  Pee-Wee’s  house  was  filled  with  the 
’50s  kitsch  that  took  on  a  magical  life  of  its 
own;  the  sweet  ghosts  in  Beetlejuice  were 
actually  terrified  by  the  awful  yuppies  who 
invaded  their  haunted  house;  and  Batman's 
Gotham  was  a  vision  of  distressed  1930s 
Manhattan  where  morbid,  evil-looking 
cathedrals  (lifted  from  Fritz  Lang’s  great 
Metropolis)  lurked  next  to  progressive, 
futuristic  skyscrapers. 

Edward  Scissorhands  is  predicated  on  the 
same  impulse.  Diane  Weist  plays  the  Avon 
Lady  in  a  small,  pastel-colored  ticky-tacky 
town  so  post-Spielbergian  that  the  joke 
almost  becomes  belabored.  After  a  day  of  no 
sales,  she  decides  to  drive  and  ding-dong  at 


the  forbidding,  gloomy,  echt  deserted  castle 
at  the  far  side  of  town.  It  is  here  that  she 
finds  a  frightened  Edward  (Johnny  Depp). 
Lonely  and  terrified,  he  is  the  creation  of 
Vincent  Price,  a  not-so-mad-as-fanciful 
scientist  who  died  before  he  could  fashion 
real  hands  for  his  beloved  invented  child. 
Edward  is  equipped  with  multiple  scissors  in 
place  of  the  usual  digits,  a  fact  that  makes 
him  as  terrified  as  terrifying. 

Soft-spoken  and  timid  Edward,  who  is 
clothed  in  black  leather,  chains,  rings  and 
zippers,  moves  in  with  Wiest  and  her  family. 
Pragmatic  dad  (Alan  Arkin)  tells  him  to  think 
about  jobs  and  the  future.  Bright,  enterprising 
pre-teen  son  Kevin  (Robert  Oliver)  wants  to 
bring  him  to  show-and-tell,  while  the  social 
butterfly  daughter  Kim,  played  by  Winona 
Ryder,  fears  the  freakish  Edward  will  hurt  her 
popularity.  But  soon  Edward — as  gentle  as 
Boris  Karloff’s  monster  in  Frankenstein  but 
as  potentially  lethal  as  Freddie 
Krueger — becomes  very  popular  when  the 
neighbors  find  out  that  he  is  able  to  create 
ingenious,  beautiful  topiaries  in  the  gardens, 
great  hairdos  for  women,  and  superb 


grooming  on  pet  dogs.  He  even  comes  in 
handy  grilling  shish-kabobs  at  a  barbeque. 
Edward  understands  that  his  entrde  into 
social  acceptability  is  through  his  talent,  and 
he  wants  to  be  accepted  and  loved. 

But  as  might  be  expected,  Edward’s  status 
as  outsider  is  too  strong  to  overcome  facile 
social  acceptance  and  his  growing  affection 
for  Ryder’s  character — more  spiritual  than 
sexual — causes  major  problems.  It  is  here 
that  director  Burton’s  vision  of  the  pain  of 
being  different  is  so  acute.  The  fact  that 
Edward  is  sensitive,  non-macho  and 
vulnerable  (as  well  as  being  a  florist  and 
hairdresser)  only  reinforces  the  gay  subtext. 
But  that  would  be  an  easy  mark — James 
Whale,  who  was  gay,  was  able  to  elicit  great 
sympathy  for  Karloff’s  oddly  fey  monster  in 
Frankenstein  as  was  Tourneur  for  Simone 
Simone’s  frightened,  feline  and  possible- 
lesbian  Irena  in  Cat  People — and  Burton 
attempts  and  achieves  something  deeper. 

Edward’s  differentness — his  potentially 
lethal  mechanical  digits — causes  more  pain 
and  fear  for  him  than  for  anyone  else.  He  is 
always  accidentally  cutting  and  scarring  his 


own  face  and  in  a  terrifyingly  touching  scene 
he  attempts  to  embrace  Kim  when  he  realizes 
that  he  is  too  afraid  of  hurting  her  to  make 
human  contact.  Unlike  Freddie  Krueger 
(who  is  the  external  embodiment  of  guilt  and 
fear  as  a  punishing  demon),  Edward  has  only 
himself  to  fear;  and  his  freakishness,  his 
specialness,  is  also  what  makes  him 
acceptable.  If  films  like  Nightmare  on  Elm 
Street  have  as  their  message  the  probability 
of  sexual  punishment,  Edward  Scissorhands 
is  concerned  with  illuminating  not  only  the 
innate  limitations  and  problems  of  sexual 
expression  but  also  how  social  prejudice 
restricts  sexuality. 

By  positing  a  world  of  brooding  gothic 
innocence  against  that  of  pop-suburban 
conformity,  Burton  switches  cultural 
expectations.  The  monsters  here  are  high- 
school  football  heroes  and  status-conscious 
heterosexual  couples,  not  pretty,  forlorn 
monster-boys  with  razor-sharp  appendages. 
Part  of  the  film’s  success  is  that  Burton  is 
able  to  successfully  present  his  story  as  a 
fractured,  cutting-edge  fairy  tale — and  it  is 
grim  as  a  Grimm — without  ever  stretching 
our  belief  to  the  breaking  point.  Edward 
Scissorhands  is  as  lyrical  as  it  is  scary,  never 
lOosing  its  innocent  demeanor  to  its  hip 
sensibility. 

Watching  Edward  Scissorhands,  however, 
is  not  without  some  problems.  There  is  a  plot 
twist  concerning  a  false  charge  of  sexual 
harassment  that  feels  ugly  and  unnecessary, 
and  several  of  the  characterizations  of 
women — especially  the  performance  by 
Kathy  Baker — are  mean-spirited.  But 
beyond  that,  at  least  for  lesbian  and  gay 
viewers,  the  film  may  conjure  a  lingering 
dismay  along  with  its  pleasures.  Although  it 
is  wonderful  to  find  a  film  that  can  be  seen  as 
a  gay  allegory  in  1990,  it  also  seems  a  shame 
that  it  has  to  be  an  allegory.  Tim  Burton  can’t 
be  unaware  of  this  subtext — certainly  it  was 
what  fueled  Pee  Wee’s  Big  Adventure,  as 
well  as  some  of  the  ghostly  antics  of 
Beetlejuice.  And  while  it  is  true  that  an 
openly  gay  film  about  a  weirdly  digited  gay 
boy  attempting  to  fit  into  society  would  never 
make  it  past  the  first  story  conference,  it 
doesn’t  stop  us  from  wanting  something 
more  open  and  honest.  But  even  with  these 
problems  Edward  Scissorhands  is  oddly 
affecting  and  moving,  an  intelligent  treat  that 
gives  us  pleasure  as  it  jangles  our  nerves.  □ 


Available  at 


7:00PM  -  10:00PM 

Club  Cafe ' 

209  Columbus  Avenue  Boston 

Tickets  $15.00 
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The  Center 

338  Newbury  St.,  2nd  Floor 

Crone's  Harvest  Glad  Day 

Little  Shop  ot  Horrors  Odeon 
Odeon  To  New  Words 


For  Information  call 

617-247-2927 


Handicapped  Accessible 
ASL  Interpreted 


All  proceeds  to  benefit  The  Boston  Center  for  Lesbians  &  Gay  Men,  Inc. 


the  Club  for  women 


INDIGO  IS  BOSTON'S  HOTTEST 
DANCE  CLUB  FOR  WOMEN 

SUNDAYS  FOR  DANCING  AND  CONVERSATIONS 
9-  1AM  FREE  ADMISSION 

THURSDAY,  DECEMBER  27 

DESERT  HEARTS  (FIRST  AREA  APPEARANCE) 

WrTH  GUEST  COMEDIENNE  SUSIE  MACKSEY 

THE  MYSTERY  OF  THE  NEW  YEAR 
★  BEGINS  AT  INDIGO  * 

INDIGO'S  1991  MASQUERADE  BALL  NEW  YEAR’S  CELEBRATION 
ENJOY  THE  SURPRISES,  MYSTERY,  HORS  D'OEUVRES, 
CHAMPAGNE  TOAST  AND  A  "BEST  MASK"  CONTEST  9PM- 3AM 
TICKETS  NOW  ON  SALE 


Thu  4PM-2AM.  Fri  4PM-2AM,  Sat  9PM-2AM.  Sun  9PM  1AM 
823  Main  Street.  Cambridge.  MA  617-497-7200 


